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INTRODUCTI ON

This is a framework study to map and examine
practAcrescvilnl e, spanning sevénglheyYaneet oams Au
read in the background of the&Hdwmare p&yudll e ar
| deal of Hluhnea ns eltntiotrys. consi dered were educat
commer ce, city planning and wurban infrastru
agricul tur eParnt@u toluitmredsa cMpit hietr umd | iatnidc ad o cviios i
Auroville, in the b@&ctkkiyPewguhtdlabtf sSher Aaccbund
ur barPlagsmmddd Ausr oevmpilrei c al growth anwli spr ovi c
overview across the seven sectors tenti dent
priolPiartersaM yses this empirical picture as a
ref or ms acro®Asstehmb | Re sandde nWBa Kk i thige nGreoxugpmi.n e
governance structures encoded Piantrtela eAvusr dvhie
study to outline major findings and recomme
need for urgent and bold action in a spirit
The study was conducted on an invitation fr
Foundation, in dMehot!tYtusneerliSo0d2 3f.r olm widsn as k e
overview of the Auroville vision, thedcurrel
This study therefore outlines, s&nagmtviea alalny,e
structures to draw out salient features for
and recommendations wWhéyethpperophemes. ciVe oind
phases ok MAewveViolpment, and institutionally,
Il nternati onal Advisory Counci l and Secretar

Assembly, Working Committee and Working Grou
stuodfy this Kkind, we apphyptatorireindalr kasy Cc
di st anme bledtt er understand t he & oanphbietxiidu e svi

and icomtte to the growing |iterature on the s
Given the time constraints, we relied on pre
et hnographic material and secondary sources
Auroville Archives, various Wotrhke ncgo n@muonuiptsy a
an active involvement across sectors. We wer

Research Repository and output generated by
suppl emented t hi-st wu ¢tnttuearevdi eerwise sa nodf dsiesntius si or
in some cases, p atsh r) e emeWobrekrisn go f Gr towepnstr yasnidd esn
Through this, we hope to have captured a su
inform our analysi s.

As a framework study, our aim is to outlin
constraints, achieving a comprehensive cover
| eaves open the possibility of |liy,acasurtaicnye odri
permit original fveerlidfwiocrat ioorn roofb uvsite wsr opsrse s e
our discussions, some assessments may be ane



to further study. We have benefited from pl
incorporated their findings and reiterated |
pointed to areas for futur e r eusoetaartciho.n sFionfalM

and Sri Aurobindo, along with other studies
to inform our analysis in a close reading of
we have included aliln sorureetserrsdead eldi bwliit dig ruas
research.

I am grateful to Dr. Ravi for the invitatior
community, particularly Srijita Roy, Chandre
Thambi dur ai , Varun Shiv Kapur hand hbepittalmi
support during our stay. | am also grateful
us for their warmth and generosity, as al so

OQur team comprised Nidhi Hari har, Andl eeb Sh

on the study, who cheerfully worked around
Aurovilian spirit of collaboratiagi.ndNiesditthar
support at short notice. Aman Garg and Anmo

meticul ous summari es.

Raag Yadava

Lead Author

Assi stant Profess

Nati onal Law School of



PART |
THE VISION AND CHALLENGE

Ami dst® eadrstth and fog and mud and st
It still remembers its exalted s
And the high city of its splendioc

Sri Au rSalviinda,

Established in 1968, Auroville is an intern
human unity, as a | iving mani f eistthaet iMam t¢oefr t h
Sri Aurlavmiundlo.t ake severaltovbhbumesitoon dorj hs
Our attempt hene ipyomorde mod&ksdttoc | @fcthem \«ie
themes insofar as governance i s concerned.

Sectiiom rdoducke sviMoitdhrerf or Aurovi-poli it incalt sasp
with ref eheanrcteRr®®rpapi654) and To be a True Au
background o® SHShobufibt obdSeetdaiilo ntsheBst teaursH Bome s

the wadfli dmi ng sapicrointsutaild fuseiAnt Gapsd iblllaed Bagti deal
Cdi scubsesommi t mepnog&nd pobhbeetsSawteciadil a@ s s ast
the pl akbesed e mnf eructelmensitnwi eMo tfheerr a progr essi

external authority with an inner discipline,
Secticoom sk de s aMatamgre ment of pr9adatcipdmerbi f e
research, fnepevatogneasdedudsatfiowmndisn g acd mnoif



A .FOUNDATI ORRAILNCI PLES

Aur o®@i lilde al I's reflected in threMotfhteredat i c
CharfeDraaoBea True Adh&visliiomn thAhtommahatse:
documesmotrs Aurgovoiainkde c e oatncdat €ed e bl uei ospi mst bal |
anmat efromaér urhruema.ni ®lge ICalairnt @dteo spiri tual con
Aurovilsl e uniqgue document itdamsogoaedasptit hatic
diredd oDryGeaxnposi ts thiist wharipnr elsiedfti ng prev
coll ectivedforganazatGenhAurndwei Imoaml Taandc aslpli r i
to arms,ifaog ietacwerA@arovill e resident to make
l ook to these documents and otdterlawg®&S8, of t
in the interpretive Gathkgugbhd ©b 8ndeAstab
materi al ideal of Aurovill e.

The Charter procl ai ms:

Aurovill e belongs to nobody in particul ar.
But, to |live in Auroville, one must be a w
Auroville wildl be the place of an unendin
youth that never ages.
Aurovill e wants to be the bridge between t
Taking advantage of all di scoveries from
boldly spring towards future realisations.
Aurovill e wildl be a site of materi al and s
of an actual human unity.
A detailed study of the Charter is beyond ou
is pertinent. The Charter embodies three cor

Firtshe Chartar tcalhkssefdence of egoi stic owr

collective, towards a progressive offering t
understood in relation to tangible (Il ands,

conovelr collective decisions etc.). The Chai
aggressive and resurgent nationalism, and th
clash of «coropreteinttievdR eenghoriiksemis .hat context, Aur
rooted cosmelpel dgtreomepsonms oedach cul ture and nat
expresses its unique identity, and iyend mai ngl

progressi weyande Acdoieosnt i it pt yd ego compl ex of
towards the hiddehepdyohgi cnbehegfiaoanl soul min
Supramesntwvad .di scuss bel ow, theser eststalalloef weelq

IMot he5r4,9 61897 0 1 9

We have consulted the f od | pwiidcdandedraere 2dwricelsl & :0rGuMog
Mot her on2®Bmdvihkeerecords availabl® anttbkhepi Aucbviohlbe
compil ati omef ewrigrhc &eg,0swas a pliawet iacruel agrrliayt ehfeullp ftuol hriens of
digital copy of his work.
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ab s trreaqcutfiivoen her elucidati onpeanadt i spalci £ &
mmi t.ment s

c otnhde, Chart ecalelmbodi esnat ant progress, | ea
tidote to the natural gravapana omradlkaptiutfilese c
physical inertia and indol ence, vital p &
rtiality. The call t o an Juanse nRriin gA terdaubciant d o
vitoi@gheat adventur e ot hcaan sweoiuol uds nteusrsn aAudr
ayground of &Theslisingtlahieasge.rejection,
mind, but a call to progressi vélsy tphuer iffryu,i
a | ong atndaiam idneg,p esnahedgfg hst eekafix p g FA®B o IBfr |
robi ndSa vsiatyrsi i n

Hi s soul | sBveadl|l ®@agaeteer ni ty
Hi s mind was | i ke a fire assailini
His will a hunt®r in the trails c

itrde Charter envisinoegrateothetyonbatdecabl

terial and spepriitnugalb adlodrayi ntso vshondds e fc at W r € s
a challengtanfdg,i rym@tngj syaoud,t ulkilafrgmagat hat t
kes on all activities of Ilife (reflected I
| .owlhotnei st hat assimilates that which is of

avels beyowndriteosvay dtp ]diivrtssaua mmdg, al | knowl edg
ufTdhere is no unreasoned rejection of the
vances or hoary spiritual traditions, nor
nscious moveae meNmGr e atoiwamds Each activity be
|l l aborative research, andgeard ecpAfuomtvinreil tey t
mpl est 0§ & ecols|l eecstoiude kmesipng, nayg drooumt egr a
e Divine. As:Sri Aurobindo notes

The community of t-jhiowan avh[oa wamit r-sitamegahdae lviaf e ]
[a spiritual communi ty] e I f the shadow o
endeavour, the community t umdmhsati nitso tah es encete
of a sangha? Let me be free €& Let all beco
unidAlyl. this is true, but 1t is only one si
formless Spirit only; we have tofedi hast | i
no effecti’ve movement.

is in the renderinghafpet aacdoirentctii veand
vanced stages, spontanselyeraspingngft ol
r miotnhyat questions of governance andTlea gani :
arter sets out t he f ccatnidan, obat val uess nmi

3Sr
4Sr
5Sr
6Sr
’Sr

i Aurobindo GIMBA, 2,197 Vol s. 33
i Aurobindo CINBAH8.1997 Vol s. 21
i Aurobindo CGIMBGA,23997 Vol s. 33
i Aurobindo GAVGA,39997 Vol s. 33
i Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vol . 4 362.
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scriptive &DorceuanmednBe. a MAW tuaevprlavainde furt her
o its core values. BRevaod kal,ondhewi trlef $reict A
nciples that speak to mofdfa¢ sbhphfef osbpéaccte
specti v fouaAmdd aifgsilshafeesparti cul ar contempo
o dtlTpese principles continue teViheyor m o

The predominahfderoing woilrdtual ai m.

A commi t mentyotgom o odrl ;cegecrt @ swedi tvle fraternity,

a.theermpfteon of democratic systems aspiri
anar chi sm,
b.a progressive substitution of external

c.backesdiby tual compul sion in the public

d.based emnxcd usdanne engagem&int eyyogh Sri AL
.An arrangement of productive 1|ife

a.that i s expressive, rather th&martmaans a

yoga

b.t hat supports egalitarian access to ba

a mutuality of need and capacity

c.that generates a <culture of materi al
i nnowlagd opnr oducti on

d.t hat replaces individual or communal [
service of the Divine

e.with the caveat that hierarchies of <co
than status, monetary or otherwise, ar

A commi trmeesretartcdi, fnepevatogneasdeducati on.



B.THEPREDOMI NANCEWORLBFFI RMISRGRI TAAM

Auro®i berituak poepsd srhtoomaydmemdmstet §cC

t o -dfiffiermi ng 4pier istdwadmdtiynsdainvdi dual to coll ect
integrality, crossing barriers of the mundan
Mot her and &rihdédugbbiddstinctive.

Mot her not es:

There should be somewhere on earth a place

alhluman beings of goodwill who have a since
the world and obey one singl®e authority, t
The first necessity is the inner discovery
moral, cultural, racial and hereditary app
and knowing, who awaits our dtseveveewtando
being and our® Iife in Auroville.

Auroville has been created for &a&upramngness
governed by its instincts and dominated b
humanity, é have no place here. Autoandl e
make an effo¥t to reach there.

ThMEot her pliadeasl af dirn gAnudrecevdi ItlheeAsil &ai cmak eeoniev
encourage and foster excl usiowé& iobde dvii ednucad st, o
necessity (not the final r@a/gat r emedhb etyrounl &y ti I
appearance, tiakel pagthon bsinhg be motived fro
progressi ve dgmofivneandatiotidyagpmeurmadciotvyer s a vast fi
requires a closerGreadksgtof mampi i Asr @dleifnmado nc
perspecti ®é¢ pouAdrogililse to be understood not
response to the precipitating crises of the
This requirest aber ceaxda nd mhag meo nofofSr& ®Ahoobhnhdo
detail ed discussiiom wlsatbefyminldowsu,r wWe& opreovi de
t hdsutmbeement to place Auroville in perspect

i .lnvolution and ESaodhidhiohUmdndare Di v

| n Lhiifse ,DiSwiineAur cshi gtdtobpha aegmpneatte pdirattr ai t

examines the ori dliumsa®d rednea wylemicredi@ingmi g f r on
the Vedantic tr &dimeitamp,hySrnicsAureshhisndmn a pi ct
evolution from inert mdtnecroinadd ©isaanapnesa, oars wh a
ot h®uper comisvesimeenhtc hi.d Uhhainsd aevol uti on proceeds
formsost Lwliiech emerged in incpéastnaging,; aoimpnla
t heMi dvhisihmi é medyed in increasi ngldyh e ofmprl ne x

8Guigan, 20448, Vol. 1, 50
°Guigan, 2018, Vol . 2, 145.
YGuigan, 22, Vol . 2

Isge for intr'odubtsryo,,HZMEid(wednGwmlg(laedrdids. ), 2022.



of thinking and amanmali& mmdachdygsdc i wrurse dliifzed ev

futur®updrhmei nd, hi s ¥iejr ma nfaonrrsattpirean ¥é diiecnt er m
principle which stands thled weminhhtdhiedmanadchaf e
tripletherwessr ofani fest existtnce, Matter, Lif
For Sri Aurobi@tiohumhe ewonsoaitoosness, intell
unintelligent, blindly driving wunconsciousn
previousily epassitlelde only i fi nsvuotclmv eftdh@u lutnic® 3 sw
forms that)l pr&ced@dmadpipiumeat, since somet hi ng
not hegxngni hi:l o nifil fit

€ there seems to be no reason why Life shou
out of living form, unl ess wal aeadpti hfiel Vi
in Matter and Mind in Life because in esse
form of veiled Consciousness. And then the
step in the series and the admelsciloea omlay a
and a veil of higher states which are bey:
i mpul se of man towards God, Light, Bl i ss,

right place in the chain ach sNarmpurye tihse g emgk
evolve beyond Mind, and appears to be as n.
Life which she has planted in certain forr
which she has plantd in certain forms of |
Sri Aurobkhddees hinsvol uti onary |Iliddiec eonffergemcpe

l'ife from matteif orawmar dnitna & m @ana o tir eaastiadnher e
Pause at a givem®snalgoegiozdi nég etvhod uftutonr e wi t h
just hmere sensitive reacti ons 6porfe sleinfte tion utsh
@ascenditng semergsng comsescwbushr dlbt axevbag €&

fromithkheng dodbdrmats amy tmad i wsel f may wel | be
l' iving |l aboratory in whompeada\aitwirteh wvh dsse ocua
ascensi of®Srof ABpobi hdo thus argues in defenc
common to al/l spiritual enterprise and yet
evolutionary emergence of thé&tabhmanmmfta @l b e
consciousness, culminating in the Divine AD
intell ectual beienxgt,r awlriddi mar patansaeeraalull eus
admi¥erdat |l east, present reasons to consi d:
eldvelfitdhe hidden Spirit, which has invol

2Sri Aurobindo, 2Q2NEMs, 3TH@T7Te Vel san emerging body of [
reading of Sri Aurobindoldsr eyhoohsdftit roiatedsiaddt shcehyavmas,e wi t h
natuc.8ge dtoir exampl e, ;sheed hadlaasaop d awd 2O @kmy Amal Kiran, )
Kant a Kiusphtoar,e Gandhi ,BrHiatBeeadualsii €& @tu dutoa ylh eem dP hoit Ihleir s

We odfieysummary Dbut | trheesxhceisteiang area for research in |
B¥BSri Aurobindo, GAWB5A,971997, Vols. 21
“Sri Aurobindo, GWB5A,51997, Vols. 21
Sri Aurobindo, GWB5A,6.1997, Vols. 21
®Sri Aurobindo, GW5A,51997, Vols. 21
Sri Aurobindo, GWB5A,8397, Vols. 21



its precise opposite, i nconscient or i nert
propédrties.

So understood, the | ogécsoheeeol ot idoohgaiicn hoSfr
t he ignfiimbpered by ditthhee Veeparnttii-wev @l ayif oh 6 et
sol ed@nldye,ep and deofl bbe pConmgei BissEssaoe Di
sachchi,dUinmtnad at heobd d pvaroemnt ssudlfferi ng and evi l
for the sheer-dcseatverbl ipbsyfi bl§ Wreiltfy i n t his
separative ficadrfige -rseevi dallitn plpdsd a hien PN atkujreq ,

is, for Sri Aurobindo, the keynote of our sp
I f it be true that Spirit is involved in M:
mani festation of the divine in himself and
the highest and most | egit® mate aim possi bl

ii.The Psychic Entity as an Evol uti

| mportantly, this ontol ogi cajli,vsaahemédecaremit & I
cosmi-ensel di ng: the individual, comprakihhig m
hasf oaurth principle which &dodms imitna, manif fee at
that which Wer chail 4 ot uhtkd Tshoidisl a1 our t hp rpaji enccti ipd re
and an action ofoéotshaec hé hd idWintadn emmian @ir p la¢ man i
@an action é under evhbéutbodi necnshhef wosodldt i
vehicle, this psychic redeizmogn,ti ourtyruoé@r oumgh
embodiintent ;Auobhpoidlgghs e missed on the pdoarine
transmigrates ermbrmdigrhe nstusc,c etststi sy emai nt £i ni ng
The purpose of od&krn n@ies tDe rwd en epp usipaa rviksi atfho twheea r
Adul | bommils&ep € of a dreadgpoedc i dtrutbrnoeusgshr, i tsloen e X p e
of the dwualities of good and evil, pl-easur e
evolution in a seemingly wundivine world unt
Di vf*fieis movement from the false et fneoeddh:
psychic being i s itnhmorvkeenyennott éseyo rh pohrddgren cfer rosf t
Aurobindo GymndaMbiahe Mot farr sdadnleecke stsh & vy

This psydtlsi cane rettiétrin atl h ep oDitviiome embodi ed i n t
deepesit dfeiwlhi ch we remain unawaré&upwirdg cti @l
sed f or our mater i al natur e, whiGcehss 8 . Aur o
Crucially, ©&n sSriearkgr thah gmewnt O00rtbdeobkouil on

B8See for a, dsdhassamha, 2022
®Thaevidfathe Vedanti c tdrraidvietni oing,n odreafnicnee do fa st heegos e e mi ng

multiple c®miscAwrucshiesdo, GCIWESA,54B®97, Vols. 33
2Srji Aurobindo, GAINSA,6.1997, Vol s. 21
2lSri Aurobindo CINRA-F, 1-28D, Vol s. 21
2Srji Aurobindo CIWNBRA-781997, Vols. 21
2Sri Aurobindo GCIWBA8B®B®PI97, Vols. 21
Sri Aurobindo CINBA, 1997, Vols. 21
5Sri Aurobindo CIVBR9 ,4P28B4, Vols. 21



psychi sekediimgg,r amabsimog)y ates through success

through it sheenbqgee s @aioged smo st poignant sufferi
mi sfoGtunesl it awakens an@dsptbsewomeiomgt et £ 1

sopkrsonality, that has recéheceddi hg!l hj ddea
of the pgssycdheiscc eenntt iitnyt o t he-t mamenual wisahi t éae
free and unchecked <creative I mpul se, I's to
transformation of the world from i&Ghiinhno@gns
|l adder of ascending degrees and successive
power -nat@&€bahliemgdshe Aurovi-buiel ciomg exmonggst
Tare thus the creative gr ofuinnds tfeosrsitthyi s( arneda lii

maj or step) to be a true Aurovilian: t he di
attendant to grand exercises &l itkhee oblduiclydi msge r
purpose by fortifying growth, as i nstrument s
owing to the possibility of pain, discomfort
Rat her , a consensual underdteakibnypegdi t ® @eanh@er s
di fficulties, i Sapianes stemivesvassea frreaithnder
experimentation -baatdmngtaanseantdesidusy i n Pa

I't was dr &wrc atld @anzdahrdda mg e r

It yearned to the pathos of grief,
Perd&@tpenil, the wounded bare esca
The music of ruin and its glamour
The savour of pity and the gambl e
And passion and the ambiguous f ace
A world of hard endeavour and diff
And battl e
A clash o
The joy of

Gopeekt bnstvenge,
f forces, a vast i ncert
creat®on out of Nothin

The psychic being, or our ownc&hindecaen dosfgl fa,g e
the Divine to effect the difficult and ofte
@wnion between God and &LGdnes itsotweanrtd swiwhh cthh iwse

Aurobindo notes that the psychic being takes
including the circumst anlkar,mawd i e€rhvibrecn mesnti t
which may involve suffering or mi sfortune.
residents are, we can infer, part of that ¢
necessaryiwhkipehiendeed is the sole testing
necessarily duchcee spss yocrhifcaibleurneg di ssol ves th
keeping with it only the essence of the expe
a new outer personality.

%Sri Aurobindo GavEAR,1.1997 Vol s. 21

2’Sri Aurobindo GIVBA,-3A®87, Vols. 21

2Sri Aurobindo GIMBA,48®97, Vols. 33

®Sri Aurobindo GAN5A,30.997 Vol s. 21
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Thi s transmigratory framewor k, w e may not e

consequences when &r goy lecaonnetdecketnrtsot ,Auirto vaillll oew s
one participation in the development of Aur o
tamaagapicit of possession, owneq®lviep ogpme ngd e
A growkndgengalffi cation with this scheme for ms
i nner archit é&ctpuroauafm gAhuwreawi lilne what Sri Auro
socialism. As the progressive shift from the

attendanfoantnbeor shi p be mitigated. And s@&cond,

entry policy, whiVc.lE Iwre tdhiss utsisanamiPgrrat olry f
Joshi notes & ewohrodisn,g AMiortohveirl | e i's meant 1 n th
gone through the necessary preparatertyhexpe
psychic spa%k, Protf éseifortr @ropsrheitd t ¢ afgnod oodfwi Mot h e
Aurovill e becadeanebdaspacewhere the spiritu
and vital desires have, as they rightly shou
And i f your read The Life Divine, the very
the human aspiration has been described b
ideal, where he says that the earliest for
God,r eedom, Bl i ss, | mmortality. Same words.
Aurobindo. I n fact, this pursuit of these
I personally believe that when Mot her put
gent | emanl iin i s not 0gdamd mdi gchobua wsrel isnheosusl d
under stood. I al ways felt that Aurovill e i
field of research, but advanced research.
clearrtywoely: that certain ordinary things
people who are here. They have tried, expe
of experimentation of fashions of [|ife Th
one fasehiberey another fashion over there,
peopl e, i f they feel that they are now ti
fashion and they come to Auroville and say
you can texwietrih memi s fashion or that fashio
them verd@hicseasl n, fiel déTfat adwa ncoeds arye syeoal
already finished your journey with freely
of |Iife. iHgvinmgy d¢yorue have come to the concl
and truer | ife. The very first proposition
and truer |ife. I f this decision has not b
readyytonéeot Auroville, this is according t
and | am not speaking anything dogmaticall

upon Mo twoerrds .

This ont ol ogeivcodlstcihmewosliutth onhe physic being
redemptiive mroadwisde@na éyi &gt i danlr dibhseonwdo®si on on
6yoga -per fseecltfi 9t hensitdleecot atvo@al y touch upo

¥Sege for exa@mpl ameModt heayat[ scheeg early residents] come |
without knowl edge, witthh okt threg/p armr @&t igon ,ngand ®Hlray i se |
Guigan, 2D38paclVbdi.ga®n, 2ad@Bas¥omhi ,is a condBtant refr
comments .at the ti me

Joshi, 1999, 11.
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superficyatl iyt hies ei mp @ htea rdte t tamelt enmopglh aodti ozger a c t
accompany t he JAlthelrcagipscend e esccsheonre. t he substit
with thet sobdbelseidr eof be pWisily&hha moctei wt ah it s 0 mi
[ and] inconstant callmuamsd odl| e&miotty ,oncm® dme ha
intensity, oonublthea mfdobres wi lbihdkhagldly3Iadidhof t he
intelligence é&rud dvilitiho kibtesyr mé nidve narrowness
unscrupul @au mpagebd afnadr strong radi andadhemanat
substitution, aasc ho reev epdr dog/r etshsee se meirsgenchee of
embodieé @dbteitovredar khess of the I nconscient and
T6[ when] we go hi gherrevdrhee d ;e lhattdidgotrmad esh oyfy haledeui
is then able to act in its own power #r hand
Theiafe t hree Weseellifngd of t heegoct mmikelde Dii & i fntee i s )
the fuel i santdhder vsi o uhael lenftfeogrrtal Yoga.

i i i Ascent , Descent and the Synt hes:s

Concluding our summary discus$aoit Saii Agrbé

the spiritual and material, with t hiei npstyhcehi c
foll owing words:

Since, t hen, we admi't both the c¢claim of t h
freedom and the <c¢claim of uni ver sal Matter
mani festati on, we have to find a truth tha
g ve to both their due portion in Life ¢é& An
and exi stence whet her absolute or rel ative
ani mate or inanimate, whether intalnldi gent

Ome g a. Brahman is the One b&Spides whomatl Ise
through the same consenting agents as the

admit and confess each other as divine, r e
di sclosed in that i 'l umi nattisonofast haet sawmoe
Conscious Being by which It extends and hot
unveils Iltself to Its multiple-fadinifmemrts of
when it becomes a pure mirror of the Trut
symbols of the universe; Life, when it con:
figuration ofnéewef ®i ms$ n@nd na @tvievsittéinecse .of t
I n this summative passage, Shit ewigdabi ndhe o1
panent hdinwvtoilautd einf of the omnipresent Divine
with the interposition of an evolutionary g

governing mel doafd ics RTdftei rope.ment hei stic foundat
and M»ythbkblughdati ng not only t heoDmivd ncer enatt o ro,

transcendent aspect, but as iimgvolewed,o imatietrd
2Sri Aurobindo;24FaMStA, | Wol s. 23

¥Sri Aurobindo, GAMNM®2A30,1-8P372 Vols. 23

¥Sri Aurobindo, GWM®2A30,1970372. Vols. 23

%Sri Aurobindo GaNZRAB 0,1 93987., Vol s. 21

%Sri Aurobindo GANBA,10A80®9.7, Vols. 21
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a spiritual significance. I f the Delbdéseurs a
materi al evol ution @m@ninmtta bteh ea floirbre reastsi,onb | i
Divine (conceived variously in traditions),
mar ks a distinct addition to the spiritual |
God and bhahammjcha ggautr vasnipa a K7 i t i

Fo®r i Aurpbindoal acconantes i wl { whedate mlwergynay ¢
diberatipmutactchean&esr di an knot of the probl em
and to accept an eicapberntbadmygeki maldf kloimg
af firomatitde Di v¥¥orre a nDiMaitnteerMat eri al i sm. Whi
| ur e of téhpisr ijtuusatidofieindidhuati iatsda sacceanau nitnst o wor |
greater conscioudneé&s che yiendli estphesn seaabriten el e me
per f §cthiiosn argumentd he dkaggeedt agadwhéitcthhe a
Gecoil [ s] frobandhe epdesiscadalhel imaetmd aersit regll ensast
fréwakt hout DivVvi*He oiodreisf,i avandhe.a sympat hetic
nod tobibkesaéei,ont haactc:ount s

The discord and apparent evi

I of the worl d
accepted as our conqguerors. The

h deepest in
wi sely wisdom as the | ast word of the uniyv
and i ldasseoeanrnret and finall-gr é¢éat iume hamd Iigrowid
evdlan ultimate victory and fulfil ment, not
its great [mdterial] adventure.

This distinct and cruci al addition of terre

spiritual tradi&i dsunids riwhe e &Au rlowislhlies e p o ¢
coll ective IGeivdedl!, ¢ moofddti égr ttd ei n Ti me

Earth is the chosen place of might
Earth is t&kebaerbetci spdyit

The forge where the Archmason shape
Thy servitudes on earth are great

Than all the gl orfsious | iberties of
Thascawmesadree per di scussion on the |link betw
iMaya, PrakKbiuti jtShalkpwoit and dwonthexMe ttibheartA utr o e

the I ntegral Yodarcthefcdnut oisphéatkatih ¢ isfa rhief eDs
power of the Brahmadeasakehttite at Auredi nidal n\
rel atsihmkntdot he physical mani festation of the

Sri Aurobindo, CWSHe e lOO7a WobkcutsEjoBO3Medhananda, 2

There is a body of | i teertahtouurgehtc raist iwealll ,0fwhSircih Aiusr obbe yn
i mportant to address.

8Sri Aurobindo GINSA,24®97, Vols. 21

¥Sri Aurobindo GAWNSA,21997, Vols. 21

“Sri Aurobindo, GAWNSA77A®97, Vols. 21

“1Sri Aurobindo, GCAWS5As8898I1Z§go Vdl2s. 7D2 706 .

2S5y j Aurobindo-34CW3AR97V016s8.6,33F0.

“Sri Aurobindo;22CW3A379Y013s3.6 21

“See Sri Aur oHKli9®\dogl, BWSeLAenadt Banm,i tEWSA, -4V0-bBA-6 3 3
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Al l realities and all aspects and all sem
Absol ut e, the Transcendent and i ncommuni cC;
sustains the cosmos, the Cosmic Self that
eachviidcduwal : the soul or psychic entity 1is
his supreme Nat uFoer coer tChoants chiaosu slheecssme t he
world of | iving beings. The Brahman al one
Brahmaearn;s Reality is the reality of everyt
Br ahman, t he | shwar a,Maiys, ably tihies plowe i
Consciousness Fmarrief eopsuttatoiuan:i nheseilsf t he Co
Spirit, Puwrbyha, samMdatiutrei, thexfoareecoeft hat
he is alll t hings; he is the -tshwayaandhit c
by his Shakti, his conscious Power, that h
uni ver sed dlihmislearanst at e me nctosmptraekheem sti vget he
possible for the mind to cut and select, t
that does not yt within #sti;debduts tiatt einse notn ttl
must takae ofurwetlmave to acfuire an integra
The One awthome was t he Mother is the divine
al | exi stence, somMedamndhayett osd omdmw her mo\
even for the quickest mind and for the fre
i's the «conmndscfioorucsen ecsfs tame Supreme and far .
somet hing of her ways can be seen and felt
seizable because more defined and | imited
forms in whom shestonoemts tcoeme umasi. f
Weprovide below a rough and simplified diagr

reconstructio@® oho8gh Aurobindo

22CW3A97VYo013s3.9.21
CWSA, Vol . 32, 14.
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)

Unmanifest

Being

X

Intermediating
Principle:
Manifest, yet
sachchidananda

[

Manifest

Becoming

(divided ego-
selves with
lower nature,
apara prakyti
(disguised /
involved),
evolving to
unified
Psychic
Beings with
higher nature,
para prakrti
(transformed
/ evolved).

1
n
v
o]
1
u
t
i
L~ (0]
.
n
~—_Y

o ‘ Panentheistic Divine (versus Supracosmic Creator, or World as Illusion) | %

Impersonal-Personal Divine Absolute

(brahman) (sachchidananda)
(Pure Subjectivity, Unity — One Self)

Personal Absolute

Impersonal Absolute

(saguna) (nirguna)
Supra-Mental Supermind (vijndnam)
Life (Highest Manifested Creative Principle)
Overmind
i N Direct
) Higher Intuitive Mind it
Universal Mental Life Illumined Mind Reflexivity
Mind Higher Mind
(disguised
sat, or Rational Mind Indirect
Mental Life Conscious
Knowledge) Sense Mind R:ﬂexi\r‘iy
Ego-Self
C |
) Animal s Evolved (with
Universal . . S
. . Life Simple Sentience individual
Vital / Life : ;
L Mind, Life,
(disguised
. Body, apara
chit-tapas, :
or Life- COlTlp]eX Incipient prak_rtl) L
E Plant Life nmP = Evolutionary
nergy) Simple Sentience Psychic
Being
Universal (chaitya
Matter - Inconscient purusa)
(disguised M?:;iﬁ:;ﬂd (Apparently Pure Objectivity,
ananda, or Multiplicity, many / divided selves)
Being)

30—-—rc—o<m|

(Simplified

Repres@ntapbilioniohafryi

SAhreoli) ndo
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Qur sufberiimg the Auroville <context, t he pr
organiicthe@oimro®onsequence of thed*Thmstasi engehnd

(at a gener al | @ wmevlo)l ukky -otdle e Nif wiedhd | 9@l fwi t h
those drawn to the Mother, a voluntary and e
an insufficient idemtlefhiecamowve fwiionm otHits @Ps
identification with the ego to tighreosuiqiodfi vi du:
Aurovill e, moving inwards and close to the I
for many as the Mother, constitutesThtihse ev
formul ation implies that so | ong amayoake ar e
praknoei the real, but not essential, del usi c

nature as Ieiarhgnawmhechwité&® the ultimate wunder |
necessary and required lasdenecdmiss odff otulre smpli ay

| used to hate and avoid pain and resent i
suffered, I woul d not NOwW possess, train
mul titudinously sensi blhee aratp asGrodl yj codiyt .dei e g
hi mself in the end even when He has masked
é

When | suffer from pai®@opr mgroéefl @&t awmnfeb h
hast taken aga@ainnd tlo shiutl Idyoowing tnoe ,possess th
the joy of the grief, the good fortune of

and takes His ghosts®and bugbears away fro

| n Syinst hesi s Sof Xoagabindo traces the three d
from t he &Qanpdpi &¢riennetrleyal i ty, veiled) status of
of t hes alxihvcihnied Umaamidfae st ed in the force of Lig
each embodifeal d nphy®i dowlurmani festation of th

The humani soiuvVvi dual beration and enj oy me

I

spiritual bei ng, consciousness and delight
its free enjoyment of the cosmic unity of

of t haappaearhs,rdt he effectuation of the mean
by a sympathy and participation in the spi-H
individual Yoga then turns fromoiltltecsepara
Yoga of the divine Nature in the human race
the Divine in self and spi-petfebeicognesnsnr
for the perfect out fl &wering of the Divini
Thé& i rstbobbhest spiritual scheme is tjhfeUniandi v
Th&®econdi sbfjketr eaddsmitd ownn iotfdo vdife TtUhBea t Diwhiernr ee
the earlier disciplines stop (and deustc agpfe tihnatt
appears a third object, hi s dihset icnocltl eacddivtei ¢

““Sri Aurobindos22CW3A97Vol4s2.0.21

“We discuss the place & ft hvou ghhetr amdd pSrrd c tAiua eo bii m dpar t

i mportant of a culture of seeking, rather than religi
ot her .

®Sri Aur

obi ndo, CWSA, Vol . 12, 1997, 490, 492.
%Sri Aurobindo

24CW3I AP 7Vo16s1.3 23
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the divine Nat udTehiisn tthlae desmaptraaé. concl usi

journey in a gnhostic race, or a transfor mat
Supramest Mbt her an& WnmiiqgWheraddintdioon Thhitshe s
reconci | iqauteitamsda it ypraaredisc of our being, the op

Life ,Dipiliancces before u’$Wrtihteionigd el Mof hAur owi
Aurobindo phée synthetic tenor of the Veda

Heaven we have possessed, but not the eart!H
the formul édeafvetnhan\de dEaa,6t h equal and one.
The crucial third step, ftebpbbdbwbggiog fhem)it
makegyolpidsmor integral, is the recbogntlinagioban
ofAuroville. This is a radioal premnwd omichtatlIriaglh
requires a f amdf Wlfelfrem ddeio sgcruosusnidam a Auve®i ¢ésear
tertrieasreymrch infrastruct Wee paeswantdias®udgxefirs
Aur ob®s nWmewa r espeamesneg itng,warslceeti c or il |l usi
t hese wordisnt @naclkedyigrasdlfing roAramso madtl er i al wor ks

i v. Advance on Previous Tradition

| f tteHoeb st lise nsacotuelr i al embodi ment, howsoever oc
i nt o -é&xiss tperret freed@mhichi:dGtelairxi avlienseves both
purpose of the materi al mani festation and
unexplained. Sri Aurobindo formulates the pr

|l f his inexorable removal through the ver
is condemned to remain eternally the sc
sufferingworAhd sawchomly B% a ruthless ord

I n placing past ascetic traditions, with the
easily), in his crosshairs, he pushes this p

is so that ascetic philosophy tends to
real sense i f existence in the cosmos i
di vidual soul i's one with theeSupsempge i
om the sense of separateness and identity
oyts by this escape? Not the supreme Se
alienably free, still, si |l enant Ipyurien tNo«
ndage and is not freed by the escape of a
is the individual soul itself which eff
rrow and the divisi®n into the peace and

a d ascent through the Higher Mind, I' Il umine
ri Aurobindo. This is beyond our scope h
nchor Supramsmntoals odhealeatl o zawnwgi d ha r ash
ng dnyantaenriica 6hiasttwiedatrn stahle @if 81t ih eAwrsacleitn do,
®7,
0:22CW3 A9 7Vo I4s3..
0;22CW3A9 7Vo I4s3..

%This grade

detailed by S
rel evant to a
2Sge the openi
CWSA, Va@Rks. 83
5Sri Aurobind 21
Sri Aurobind 21
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Simply put, spi eistcamagde gpaionfdd nei tshueerh ayn t he

but onl vy, It at al I by the individual soul
remai ns, by adgfeidnibtyi arn,s uwreclhtcent and partici |
occasions needl esss | shefsf emy nmarfto,r loutrhiemglo | h
God giving Himself to meWhy dhd Wer mdkesi we |
wanted to esca’®e that obligation?d

Sri AuBolwrmdong on this point iIis emphatic a

such -lai-dfed n r mi &g tvhieew aws of @&°Heo s mitesmadhous

so long as we are mad and have to remain
to its rules and we must make, according toc
but al ways our proper aim is to gtrtuttchired
and freedom. Whatever mitigations may be m:
concessions validating | ife and ppaismtnal it
the true | aw of l'iving must whaboewed frul e
knowl edge é the true ideal must be an exti.

sedrdnul ment i°h the absolute.
Thus, Sri Aurobignrdop dirsgaiess d ehpaatr ti,f Gpad rmoou ree e \

from t hibosf itnhseanembyodi ed mani festation, such
the individual into the Absolut e, t %8¢ n our
Foll owing the t bBwei né osfd ph@aasss enhanroyw gdpdrceot derfrtrse sdt or
existence of the soul, a fal/l or degcewmda i nf
shdalele in it a place of &r wéahreo vag if ia | pdr ootfr adc
of births é it [the soul] is destined to rea

and there enjoy an ete@mal spi dea@miodjy odired som
earth as a temporary passage or a depart ment
beyond as itsélpraadperushahbi®dt a® i eowmA @ w0 kaiwn dicoat d
@mphasi[zes] é the development of the ethics:
therefore the one proper [6%Tshiinse shso wefv e ri fter a nn:
anescpeaeimhe meaningless taagl é&bék pdppthioomahal
avail abl e te unse esducéh ttohagi ve up the badily I
Taking this to itsteédsctan®e ae@iudiru sail o ne,mbiofd i |
|l i beration, 0 re xd ssct eepnet, firreteedaorh s np, d BindgainBdi aV¥ ie m &

both the original purpose of the materi al ma
salvation unexplained. Sri Aurobindo paints
|l f his inexorable removal through the very
is condemned to remain eternally the scen
suffering. And such a woflld can only be a
Sri Aur obi ndlo2 1C988S7A,, 4Vol .

%Sri Aurobindos22CW3A97Vol6s9.4.21

Sri Aurobindos22CW3AB7Vol6s9.4 21

Sri Aurobindos22CW3IAR97Vo0l6s9.4.21

®Sri Aurobindo22CW3IA97Vo0l6s9.9.21

Sri Aurobindos22CW3IAR97Vol7s0.0.21

Sri Aurobindos22CW3IAR97Vol4s3.. 21

18



As a response to this vafew,rdniih® g ga@dnecnltunseii s

culminating in a descent of the Supramental,

€ mortal exi stence can have no base unl ess
inhabitant of this bodily mansion, the wealil
which it is made, as a fit and noHile mater
garbs, builds recurrently®the unending ser.i
Similarly, Mother notes:

The old spirituality hwasian nes cRepad iftrygm | leia
just where it was, as it was; whereas our
of Ilife, a transformation &f the materi al

I n doing soan8r MaAhempindo reconcile the ol
and spGdGeftusat hédnd dtehneh e1¢ e bif cGt heaanlat elr a iarii rsd
dominion to the exclassomidomatddee nputher a Femrr
choice, between a | ife wlaawo treddeath® @od | @nd utro
God, must |l eave the world; He whbnwesyhthbksie
t hi sy éfadersnenentl|l y geodidsedwmdosny, ESmd Merlodi n
InNnt eYogdaharts a Thlteevr et eirg apar haps d@ndov elnd tutr er oc
consciailhsame dMme & &8 a g A uogfu sz 1, 1957, a few years

t heourney to realize Aurovill e:

We are now witnessing the birthimdt ai mew w
its essence but imottgebutecoganséestmaoti oa
the majority. But it is here. Irte icsf htelree,

result. But the road to it is a completely
ouitnobody has gone there, nobody has done
beginning. So, it is an absolutelrgy anexpec
people who | ove adventure. dl ti nivsi tteh eysoeu It oc

great adventur e.

't is not a qeueisti owmalolfy rwelpatatonlger s have
adventure begins beyond that. It is a ques
the unforeseen events,iat hre arli sakds/,e ntt huea eh a awd
i's certaine vriicadrtyg whitch hi s unknown and m
step in tRKRe unexplored.
v. Caution on Prematurity
Whil e the descent of t he Suprament al i's t he

Mot Bewvi siiomdAgeao&fidudredat iaonnda If iindaelald ¢ st isnampol
t o empthhhesng@r dnduper sithmagerctedies§ost age. We en

2Sri Aurobindos22CW3A97Vol8s.. 21

8Guigan, 2018, Vol. 1, 63.

4Sri Aurobindo34CWIAAIRAVosI6sh.as3Feri ous B&mpIMod ateirq n <CWMq r
2002, Vell. . 4, 358

%Guigan, 20568, Vol. 1, 64
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in several conver salupoamemat ali Gheissg oo s ot iheth
Auro®i i,getal witde mprmawsnddamg offhetshee paei oru sstt eums
areepocehvaelnt s in the tiwukRsitr siemglei odt itdhres tmayn
intellectual terms or romantically eulogized
realization, of e%Ppraygncee Bas, miognee gtt bhaatd odig n
utter srintclelragdsy ,puar ahdecmpgli on wdhdamshtriehe aald!
unr eser veamistur e efnudleres s aindceompleeax i g pad odvad/ii
ofSav:i tri

Al l Natureds recondite spaces were
Al l her dim crypts and corners sear
Where refugee instincts and unshap
Could shelter find in darknesso6 s

Against the white purity of heavenos

é
Then | est a human cry should spoil
He tore desire up from its Dbleedi
And offered to the gods the vacant

This is important tanstadte@rimgsyeh deammertows
in the pubSirsic Asuploedbriendo repeatedly counsell ec
abypassing of careful and ri goriiurs intesnd kafl ,a v

taswhich in tipmgcheadsouocha growpho@mas gii mal
i Il umihrei nognstr yarelntafln mat ouhr ef or ms t he basi s f
spiritua,l iamdt HhHeé naull miuma taimeq t md*¥Eeaneehr tis,h afyieo m s
6unavoi dablfeorp rtefifeormacteixaam®d | e, he notes:

The aspiration for the supramental would b
is for the psychic change andwhiheh sips rti t es a
necessary condi tannefbethlogd s mkr ament al

To want to be a superman i s a mistake, it
One can aspire for the Divine to bring abo
also should not be done til]l the being ha
descent o®& pekackot hercd®e, | ight and purity.
But i § haadnoyw of alelgoi sewmer t his sawdgharour [t
community], then the Sangha wil/ change i1

%Thsas scriucs alst ast matporaendglieitrae s b ytomelat mentscopge of our
indeded, adveatww spethes, otr hé n8 epemandognatrigsera t o alned deal t v
spokeaemtdf ex tarnedmed uce® eneei€yhitf.f i t hs and Sethna, 2004, 32.
Sri Aurobindo;338W3SAF., Vol

%Sri Aurobindo, CWSA,hi\smlditsuzapulilcy® @@red 2i0di al descripti

compl ex i nnieurmpwe porste here i s sinonméeoyft ttahsek egt shandi he
rather than enter the complexity of the terrain.
®OGriffiths and Sethna, 2004, 73.

“Sri Aurobind&pl GBWBA, 1997,
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creep in that such and such a body is the
only centre, that al l el se must be its cirt
are not of the fold or even i f trheeryt lay.e, h.
[a point of note in Aur owielflieniitnsoonf are saus tas
di scuss im Part 1V.E].

The Iterabpour of aspiratiome séejeaciog amndther
vital, an openiamgd ttomelhierxmohedésmecn ttso utchhat acco
t hheong andi sncimplhiene ubjSeycntt heefsi t8h eod u sSBoadh ,

Aur obsLredsoar Yomgda Mt Wenkhqusecede any attempt

may suegweersltk of the edlaregde Saunpdr asmgracdmd . e q u a
&cal m, peace §gandr @ésutitmea ndat absental Whitchhe,s e

@ xper doonie nybosuSrsi Aur obi ndo @nacree rfeominnddeedd uap odni
vital nature and t h&?dNoirnkdi nign ocno nthheecst si hoond nwdi atth

@ here is no securiftwyn daagmernds&li. nfi d lasrd hyq o da baredc
sufficient base of purification and devel opr
noted, the risk of the expansive tendencies
ideal are all too real
There are those who pretend that all they
@r ber beraf ©-b ghgi §) .
|l ndeed,® Moltuhretr r emar ks on this issue in releé

community are striking:

TheyadGdoder stand a thing&deEMarkei ndAawr owvihlel
understand €é they <come here without exper
preparation, and they think they d@re going

real |l y®patheti c.

Hav@nl already said that the Aurovilians h,
di scipline?

[S.: Yes, Mot her, but they say {hat regul ar
Do they know the supramental ?

[S.: Onée kKoewn even the illumined nmind, but
€ Those who want to obey their ege® and sa
humanity and have no place here. They must
pl &ceAs |l ong as they have de®ires, they are

The height of thethBuerameane ddd diddpaliilfnd i g
dravell er-soéiitthéreo uwgdr Itche pat h of two rtkrsa n skfnoorv

“"Guigan, 2D1@&mpV¥alsi slours).

”?Sri Aurobindo CWSSAe e 1g9e9n7eSrraMlolAyur 28 j n833. CW8Asi m997,
“Sri Aurobindo CWSA, 1997, Vol. 28, 573 (emphasis ou
“Guigan, 2®»4@®., Vol . 1,

“Guigan, 2®»3148., Vol . 2,

®“Guigan, 2028 .,43\%0.l . 2,
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desiilrleumi nda nedhkel mbat.heggpmidnci pal yopd@li Dsehbd ¢
perfectSirandAurobindo notes, are:

¢ wildwat sal h gk neoomd esdmgle¢ oannsdt a nt Wspar, a cotfi csee,| fab
modi fication and transformation. The Purus
can always change and perfect the working
open the way by a <c¢l ear and a wtad caf ul [

searching &madwd eldtglee whelcth wi | | give i1t th
i ncreasing extent the mastery of its natur
of -meediffi cat-toanahdrfsoat ftoon t hat will the Pr
whatever difficulty and whatever initial 0
dand an unfailing practice which will cons

ht and enhe
of knowl edc
el ves dir e

repel act by right state and a ri
and faithfulness and rectitude
greater Power than our ment al
rapriadnstf off mati on.

g

S

Accordsngvley,nod e .iAAn Seetéeonendeé& to existing I
premature | eapf®Oigiine dcelnarmricamet oné @i sk of it
human amvairtcahly,s Gbn etchte vniasrme of t spl sbt bhahbhr semk
here that the pemphaepgs septeadad d Mot & e d asa evwo riSiosi, A
or the goal to which they pointdeceasptAsnewenhe
briefly discuss i ninkaiibth edrngdfiEo,usi tr, el pse trei Xtpire@ i ie m
andenthaslbbd i ag Mot hercowmclked ail h eistphiiathi, ttuhael etnedr
alone MmMaAats$ers.a subject that demandde@esich g1
t veery coprreacotfi ctend®o fc cAmugnoova la it ecammjoe ctbet o easy
or genernyetmamgyuoabyysterhéehlesptealkt n§unporfa nehnet al
yo@ma Gnbebs hegoccoifetwhi | e al | ur i ngc arnalvenlogbhleed,. 0AWC

Mot her wisedyteadendgl lleadtl e it wildl be reve:
course is to consecrati® oneself entirely to
vi . Caution on Rejection

Whil e Sri Aur dd¥ididsot iamadt Modverrce on previ ous
not mutual |l y exicdaurstiivicenpvairttitgintéeh eythlaeli hflyac e ment
t hhet eYogmi th previousssphei realordatulmhedti mhyg
di smi évhalt oft hed®adsabei dbungbindo emphasi zed,
an easy &exceptionalism or superiorintyegrlanls of
Yogas not inconsistent wiSrhi oAuhreorb isnpdior intoutaels ,
sweep of references to aimatmakl w6 tpxyadddaiomes
his personal iweaestantiiami patogdkchy past thought

“Sri Aurob
Mot herpal.
®This appli
recamds our

2A4CWSeBe9 7B sf.or23a detail ed di scussion.

both tobotdhiernft g pe,l sa whoktr puant chosmnaonnd rtehfer a
intervi ews.

- -
— D N>
o OoOQ

o 0O
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|t is a keen sense of this possibility wh

through t et hcee ngairrfiecst,i bi l ity of man, t he
Al warvision of the descent of Vishnu and th
¢ the city of God, the millenniuf, the new
Sri Aurobindo does not rietjheec tc otnhter alroyf,t ya sa swcee

he consi déosndtafe yhoigsa®at her , h e c¢ dnaslifd e(rtsh a uhge
exa) t€dowl edge

l gnorance means Avidya, the separative con
that flow from it and all that is natural
mi nd and | ife. This Il gnorance is the resu
|l et 1l igence separated itself from the | ight
| ost tihte uTtrhutohf, bei ng, truth of divine cons
truth of Ananda. As a result, i nstead of a
created in the light of the divine Gnosi s,
of aemriiomrf cosmic | ntel #irgdregrer toiad. f whti cihs atlh i
some of the ancient thinkers | iker&bankar
behind, stigmati sed as Maya and thought t
Di vi nien tAhé consciousness of this creation
separation from the integral Light; even
knowl8%dge.

Given the place previous spiritual di sciplii

repeatedly emphasizes that they are worthy o
@epreciation of the old Yogas as something
fac@lnta |etter dated 13 April, 18360ommentr e
t hatoltdheyogas st erpepaeld zsahtoirotn ,atwhsieclhfGi s not a

Wonder ful! The realisation of the Self wh i
consciousness of the One in all, the establ
the universal l gnorance, the fixity of the
the I nfinite and Eternal i's not adyshing wi
hot a veryddifficult stage

From where did you get this singular attit
wisdom of the Vedanta and Tantra a small ar
wadhebbecause it aims at a change in this w
suprament al real i sation. But how does that

real iwshatcihon s as muctlast md afihm oft htehi?s Yoga

He goes on to note the affinities between hi

|l know very well also that there have been
the perfectibility of the race, certain T
8Sri Aurobindos22CW3AR97Vol5s0.3.21
8Sri Aurobindos3lCW®A8TI,Vols. 2
2Sri Aurobindos31lCW9A,7,Volllss.. 28
8Sri Aurobindo;31CWIABTYmp bayikss
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physical Siddhi by certain schools of Yoga,
and have put forth the view that the spiri
Nature not merely for attainingrtoheheebDyyv

step forward whi ch-ctome cd wallsuinteisasn hafs tnloev 4 al

Bud hese 6heunbtacekesd a basis oHadassdufedndéd&nolw
met lmod anything I|like it in its toSral iAuyr opori onpd
says,

not have wasted my time in hewing
ation when | could have hastened
s already blazed out, |l aid down, g
c

e never said that my Yoga was brand n
ral Yoga and that means that it takes
oigtass newness is in its aim, shamepoint

thing in it that distinguishes it fro
ehensiveness, the spirit in its movem
e it é

Sri Aurobindo thus does not resist the reald]
claim of finalitTh#amais samntsac loddu dhte iterase tieha
trace the invol ut i ocnoanrcyl ulkoegoiecv od fut\MVeodna n toar teom
se¢dnceal ed Stphmough nt Matdegcéinh of hemewdnueps,
unachieveaniemtwgdarsdn,vhee i s in and of the wo
supracosmi c omeaaewwtdrachea meisukld hytnsal vati on:

As there has been established on earth a me
a race of mental beings and takes up into |
change, so now there wildl be estBbWwWeshed o
which wil|l shape a race of gnostic-spiritu
nature that is read$# for this new transfor.

This open and welcoming orientation to oth
encapsul at@&® dcalnl :Mot her

Aurovill e wants to be the bridge between t
of al | di scoveries. .. Al l di scoveries, y (
sci entiitfaikcd,ngalaldvant ageofofaltlhedipascsaoaveries

from wweahis, totboldly sprifg towards futur

8Sri Aurobindos31CW3ADB7Vol4s0.1 28

8%For a discussion on the practical i mplications of th
opposed to earetehdryi rleuwrladlzian daodn , 8WSA, Vol s. 23

8Sri Aurobindo;22, CW9ARA7ANallOsOK2i.2dsberitnexshae@ge on the u

Sri Aurydhdadodmpari son wigeér peevti®@ucsh a@rafdiyftititoiness a sd u e
Set hna, -42-08pda,s $8ial Kirands voluminous output in gener
in Auroville, that we hope may be taken up in time.
Guigan, 2®4B., Vol . 1,
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This subject naturally mees steua Erard udsei evpiesrm e
and opewaredgtsher t amadi tai ornesj e etxicermp t bdrn alaissym
superiorimgortant .to place at the fore

vii Auroville in Perspective
This all too brief ré&écamoturglhdt iiesn nefc a&Srsiar Aut
establishment in a broad historical and phil
idea of Aurovill e Adolerseanmol9 hegior wihd 1I1he&e8
simply a reaction to the environment al and

envi siohedphayground for the manifestation

matter, of Gqwdstché thaes | mef&hhias plrep@lr@itmeonunds
ideal of Auroville, against which its progre
to guard against reactionary developments t
phil osophical |Aur ;awsia Mol dhieg fnort etdh e p@r alcitfiec e

affi tnmienyp glahe panentheistic foundastitantlof t h
activities be t aknent huep waont ch erod p, rscasygpdmadelldyg t h a

publ i c culture support a seeRamtgi ceunl gaarg eyme n
referemrewt h oof @adnsceé Qu wamerkmon i n our conve
be informed by Sri® Auarroebfiund od eacrodn sMa tuhceri on o
falls withi@Goltlhesti pdlirys@seakciing, chuarrotveirl lies

Aurohbs ndescri piadeentof ot hé BienMlse@i Humaalh €y gé e,
evolutionary <cul mination of 7ia nc opnocleiuwttibbcast,e dar
pl anedogati on,s oethhlyi,c sc,o mmeirkxed aaldl i pdasitmgye s
| iffteo embody the progre¥Ehidey ndhens cemtei oh bhe
individual manhoddiinn at lte |-d fefcrtii miea p ntdy pa f es e

i deal of Auroville, no | ¥Aswr awiulnltd ,ngi nt htami s t
a place for advanced research wor ks, advan
necessary stages in ahe gawvwglua,t efdr amarh tvehi ah fad
be a | eader in the march atnad timed eaw GCrnecateidar
In the final @Guapt gmesandthi Brfaind if lets t laga b owwnr o f
alsphefesol |l ebatvAhutovell e is to engage and a

is to bé'lmeadSsur édi.i abegdal panentheism is to
cannot butantyham daclkha&Ilpltenges to an effective
d aorf f pGod mt e un wenisleiemg amf@b plmey ateerdosaesd a gui de
to collect¥®ves el sewhere.

I n the contexyooeos Auvumosil bhedsphrst of the f &

Synt hesi,saldf IYofgéai hso yogea four essendi al a
8Sri Aurobindo;22CW3IMA,97Vo0l1s0.9621

89Sri Aurobindo CWSA,7.1997, Vol 25, 261

¥Sri Aurobindo CWSA 1997, Vol 25, 262.

°Sri Aurobindo CWSA 1997, Vol 25, 267.

2Sri Aurobindo CWSA 1997, Vol 25, 269.
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mani festation, whi ch encomparsash ea hiwa r8it e a 8 g tol
(mahak,alHamabmay gk sasmdi Pmahaesa)aswatch principl e
mani festspacbmil ekhe -plfan hiess cMadghseacrus sed bel ow s
the materi-ladi It@dismg @afl | ciity tangi ba es paancde ifnarar
expression of the higheéissbedPdwj ttnhyhisanthiered teiad |
bet weelhyi Ioalndahg-bui §ddidnmet di vtclddet h asachtainprner ed
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C.ACoMMI TMENTCOLOL ECTIYOEA ARMOGRESSFRATERNI TY

The second cornerstone ®ftiBoughAturiobi adao ean

col |l gogiasecommummalnot @armslcye nisnaoinvitdualhe Spiri-t
not es:
It is true that the spiritual tendency has
i fe It i s true also that the spiritual C
result has been successful i n trheet imaen,i rbut
the human mass. The spiritual evolution of
fone might al most siaywd gttisl Imaoml|l ypriekegicrumpian
to affirm and develop a basis od crpaeatid ual
more and more a foundation or formation fo
truth of the spirit. |1t is only when Natur
and formation through the indivinduaolr that
dynamically diffusive character can be exp
| i fseu,ch attempts have been made, but mostly
of the nedpiviidogaliiretya succedssful per manen
This dynamic of tthteev ¢ le o paiceomt| ket weveen and i ndi
expl ored &nni |Audbmad oiyEhee | de al offi nHaumams eU!
wor ks, Sri Aurobindo presents a novel appl i
coll ective organization. As such, t hey provi
and space | imit a detailedtetudgerathndef hee
for our discusspgomnenfiaimdfdovhobParand careful
Aur o®i clueveindut i on and Huomearne trylddleeat eof Hu man
i's an important andtur gaetgteetmpeatseeda,r cohnr partojleecas |
best of ouTh grnaool eesdigigro vefr nance systamsbéen A
hel pfully anchored in this exercise
i . The Scheme of Political Vedant:
Sri Au@odisedassion charts a teleological pro

cal Iy mhéalgiec ttoy phahi®@ o nv eda g eosn,aland & g en ad b yr, e d ©0
and@aghee of @& piEraicthuissitsatggehar act eri stic forms of
indi vi dual a®ldn tdheed icnoelalteicntgi vteh.e s e tshsdikgheysa, S i
t heory odundare ptshyrceneo|l,o gticc arl e Irptdeeist healk o mb v e me
the underlying spiritual evolution. This wol
of fer here, yet the outline is relevant to
future nmMbdvements.

®Sri Aurobindos22CW3A97Vol9s1.8.21

“For helpfulseenChiodacmam@gaadchB&angol i,

%Sege Sri Aurobindo, 5-BWSAPR2B229B,2 CWSA,2592D K180 |

Aur obs nidmt ri cate discussion on thi-stpnidnhg Wwhbahewebe
d i béarnddlosmmunidt aa i laintser ature with whi cdca rchoénipafeuwrlt.i ve r e
for examgled, );SaTad@|®d5, 1\80.81ax,l nt y;IGait t ©hihGhahs, .

%®See, for a percepti ve GeoccloMsidaadcit ¥ymrnmao,f 1557 .Aur obi nd
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Bri &frliy, Aurobindo argues that the rise of dei
evol ut ircan eosfi ktidmesddanédn,t er pri sing psychol ogi cal
individual freedom and gt @awtadw.i dFhhd cse namngoed & |l ie

that groumsdeaedearcoamasrelrwati sm where the indiuvi
variation was discouraged, typified-basetthe
hi erarchi dlse¢ a mamomitee r s ef ul for i1ts stability
i mpinges on the development of the individua
dictated by her ;ionwsnt edardi chibeb disrormheire mtaw ns t hat
a customarily ordered hi errarjcateyd.e T heiasd sl itboe raa
of individuals, sbrdered hoeemercde efsr avint hr € a

di stri butRajeaspanndteranl vy enter priasdesoampdweyn:
competitiveness and struggl e otf hbaotru dde nuopc riant,i cc
through aséedidghmte dd ciomnfd ichhar actreajissgm@e If ,e att lua
wor ks through-sadmpdtaictg ode sainrde an as yet une
whisédeks to universalize its particular orie

The individuali stic democratic ideal bring:
more precarious rule of a dominant <cl ass i

merous and | ess fortunate mass.i tSeciondl y,
road [
pl oit
mocr a
irdly,
and

S
O C

and cannot any |l onger be stifled, i
ed massedr rtoaddaesns aerntght heaind down ur n,

tic falsehood into the ofeatl| a@aesmeoc.r
t develops inevitably as part of
mple in composition, but afterwa
g chaos of n-a mie 8 si. f ItAlbtlen ek , b g noegrr
g
g

i deas or i deal s, but al |l are |
i nterests. Finally, i ndi vidual
stress of conmpyertdnnioens whfi cthh @ eipn
humanity by a sort of ordered c:i
spiritually, rationally or i
| t wisateesv @lre nd | e oiutg hma yh ahl
Y ; it i S not at al | the per
ted as its {'deal or set out

O”_‘OSDCDE_
— = =h —h =
nu n oo —

OO0 WST TOOW *"~THO 0
—® +~Q 5 S5 5 —

O "C O®M®>O00 T+ S M X

This is sédivknndalli ttyh,e or the force of harmony

our evolution, l eading finall y.Tthasattiteva kd g e
spiritual, princippréfgamanides ntlegr powenout ot ul
culminating in a harmonious ordering of coni
Aurobindo | ooks tespciorlilteucat!i sviknisg agrhlatej opbstyichheoe d
an appeal to empiricism and not belief, to r
he reintroduces a teleological reding of pol
dictates politiweals structures, not vVvisa

“Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, Vol. 25, 1997, 197.

28



ii . Perfection of DemocraBSpcrbysaéemédnancRh

| n s dhermhe spoocliiot i cal SevolAwtrioddn nslwc d ebs saitgueds | @
growth, eadhuro&f llcduetreecht s et upslllaasn dwfeli vdda ts ciurs s
democratic stage, isre ¢ bshadc, i ia d isv ii cu arhatddetesi ,c  aan
consummat ignhgi |i clmeasdphii reantaurad h i s m

I f we may judge from the modernsmeavament,
renovator and creator, I f not i nterrupted
through three successive stages which are
i ndividualistic and increasingly mMdmocrat:i
socialistic, in the end perhaps a gover nme
for its pridndi pglhe,t telveert lgiertd dmenyaarcchitshtd cst
in the higher-abassd wbrtdhati mheh iaonl wmase v
a free communalism with brotherhood or <co
principle. It is in the transition to its
that comes, that the power and sarffbeiency
seen whether the reason can really be the
our interrelated and conflicting egoi sms
principle of society or must gi veeswayw sto a
trial, i1t is Force that in the | ast resort
plan of its action®and a system to adminis
For Sri Aurobindo, the stress on individual
modes of organization, is proper and yet | in
minorities (that holdtobereemajenthgnibhmfsesmlanl} L
ordering of the conventi%oirai(niaig)e siulideyarnagn rsypu i
of t heorneasjtorriicttyi ng miintrs tgxaceghds ,oforcdmpaet)i
demonstrated at ti meseaicna snea r kteh e naproel abpegcetsi evae ¢
pressure to introduce a measure of equality.
eitheduly restrain | iberty and expression,
organi zation centralized in a regulatory au
demanded by the individual ego and maneftyl der
exami mat hos works, 1is central to the probl en
I n the relations between the individual an
appears as t he strif e-r oboettewde e h u mawno teegnudael |
i ndividualism and coll ectivism. On one si
and deeretl opfm t he St at e, on the other the
devel opment of the individual ma n . The St
machine, and the human idea, the more and
®Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, Vol. 25, 1997, 193.

®Sri Auro®W®Ao 1997h] WobhpbyRbes2ihbad scaymeamni cas we note
relation to Workid®gnGeotpati hsAsoovigbhernment by the

government by a number of individuals, whether that n
the end |ittle fundamental difhemenaklyFgovewes, whenf
the reason and will of a comparatively few effective
rules and regul ates thhyymrsotwi&@ eéd thass.onsent of the ha
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i ncreasing God, stand in perpetual opposi
di fference to the essence of the struggl e
circumstances. It was the family, the trib
cdse and the class, the kula, the gens It
it may be all manki nd. But even then the ¢
and humanity,-l ible¢ wateinng hRessdrd an® the eng
The democratic conception, whet her in its i
mar ked developmeati ¢éma@alm oahecomvyemti onal st a
noté&bse pity of é ©bihsi st heaxicred tltemd s tt lhmlwlregy over
bet ween its set i deas amtdhddohueb |deftsushidls d wxcd esd o

i n Par tnalmédhbeo vseur fseed & hesddi rrehs e¢eper psychic

Thexpansive tenecdceiladyl pyfpamhti alelsy riegorrlsingghtaé¢ ned
fi,rshy the medhaniduamlonéEtiwcogeEmecanad more pr e

rul e of a dominant class in the name of de
fortunad?eThmasusni ver saldhsamnsofi nremrsanti ce t he
mi sapplication of reason degraded into a se

justify theé& é&histiongogaraeéi ¢ t endseinmcege thhee niod
of freedoméamhnequalniyt yJgo hgeewddédenost afldedfal s
of representation and part imuisgattircd biera rrearhen
democr aGnioa tlrikkteH y by wvoluntary abdication of
avar o f .0Tchlibasadle € s asser t iodnwdncloinn-a@aeidghtramewo
further

devel ops a perpetuiahcrseaadgifreg odt rpeags i ®fs @&or
replaces the ordewradi onmaanmpiees oadfs w©he hiumban
ordered®conflict.

Thus, the idea of equal l i berty of all, or ¢

rule of an oligarchical minority &@r vaewpmps

becaudke ftehce from which aldl stédasoumpiexr Mad wir
n

constant t uémlianabdetnvadeaurr et lod tdaedvibhel hagteph
of his spiritual beenil N gg,h t neend inagt efthAidcyew ¢ohfeki Kiesl
in Part 111, each of th&@sgoaeenasekrul cautio
This tension | eads to the Dbirth of a third
brotherhood, all owing each the space to pur ¢

har moni ous whole without externatali mppsi émo
ot herwise. Here, td&eosugid8rvii dAuudsl o bsiosutl o nacntd at dhdei
the intellectual | andismiapgel, e wihd adlayweil d wasro &1 s ¢
devel @apment

105y i Aurobindo CWSA, Vol . 25 1997, 291
Msyrj Aurobindo CWSA, Vol . 25 1997, 209
125r i Aurobindo CWSA, Vol . 25 1997, 197
13gr i Aurobindo CWSA, Vol . 25 1997, 197
45y i Aurobindo CWSA, Vol . 25 1997, 234

30



reedom and harmony express the two necess

freedom of the individual, the group, t
di i dwalces and of the efforts of al | i n
e race, of ad landadcdesienatrbethkend wo conc
ogression and successful arrival. To rea
scuheémlri ghtened effort of Maaakt adk t hro
f

he reason and desires to be satisfact
| edgmaaneryeltio the possession of a spi
fmee [HP. o w

g
c
ficuwlntd itrodbbeddnperfectly seen and too cl
t
w

Mot ferrepeated emphasif®ebnngDnrietayptabretdi ¢fad lalrd w

resolving differences i nasthaee edairslcyuisgse aiink ePsaert
a similar chord:

Il n short, it would be a place where human

al most exclusively on competition and stri

emul ation in doing well, d% coll aboration
This col | eicat irveealoirzdaetriionrng of t he i deialed |aefctlsi t
the properties of thbabsbwyh 6 ptuhhee schaguyscahli cs hbeeaitr
term of evolution, currently cloaked by the
exi stLemwvweé.ng details aside for the moment, Mc
characteristic temper, an old idea that pol:ii
our collec¥iToetpiebl émey add an i mportant i
di ffused humani sm, though i mporirant ommrad stpiilr
progression is ce@mbeal tbothéeéi sodbeskandisale &b
cond¥ct .
Si mplyheutdeal s of | iberty, equality and fra
refl ecitlivey mame a shadow aspiring to the gre
seTheyumamrealbiyzablceol | ecti ve of -bady dealcompl ee
the ego, is by its constit wtaiugmtad ndibstnaratgesd
separ at emepgassiactiioc al result -ofvedlei nngnbvodfutt b
currently i diemadmfprnestd cdvoind kolflt #idle esppruds sed t hr ou
| ower terms of aiimenitmad odngpide tbodddhy@i t Hed b d
l igdht aunting its crosé ofisgihmamns udaPiSekemya
l ong as models of coll ective organization op

5sri Aurobindo, CWWA, dVWeskus85peld@7fbe6Bei Apeobfndat
grouqul s, which i sfr &leacdveagnath etdoaztomensiodpalheit eulhatli pyntahe
Zone.

Guyi gan, 2018, Vol. 1, 51.

"Tle place of instituti osmnwbjaencdt vtia ta elSegregrfs dpaonataingpdde H a
Wal dr o2n., 201

Mgswami Vivak@éawvadhgerb, Aurobindo, CWSAhel@mairn WValil u2g,
root of fahéuwkoli aedeed, is that he has not been able t
will central to his Iife, the force) and assured faith
1°srj Aurobindo;34CW3Mm97Vo0I12s1.6.33
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are unintentional bUlUbeiwboli eéabWwodoel doypysaguenafe

creature s i n |l ove with his chains: t his
cul 88r e.

This is a radical, and not l' ightly accepted
Enlightenment tradition of rationalist polit

in Autldvii lst@abl e and just polactoil d sl fpd nadkeart i noenc
reali,zati ors on one babhlihae s$irmatdgieom@ahdrzidtail @ue
based oamedr@&pgshal advance, igoiwet iumsge ttheatwa
as yet i nvi si sl ec dluiteugadi.vwehu rcdivigoveer nance i
mani festation, i's then tied itho praepdacntgihdrdye
succeed and to the degvaeleuttiooumwh etapha tzghmetyi ad a rt
which thewi lrlepbreecsoermee an actu®id possibility o

i iThe #®#héayPRIfadReaso

The evolutmoorary omt ¢ he umpatairiast ado nthedf itmieSgi mo
Aurobindo Ggogakliet hadeed i n manyCaltbebhtvel gp
i's refl eoctogd miemw etvieemogre tohfe r easong anwdatjihansgdo vi d
saik democsgst ems, to spiritual anar chi sm, ar
transcendeaeamcaesl bifs theve, it bratrisoempdjasdctsi, om
pl ay of r e arsaotni,o nbadt, sawp Ablsleunnbiontaitdda@tn omder € d
intell ectualhrdoawel dphmendtabour oft haen ciorthreiccta tve
ent husi assunprraaf i o m&l jtdrhwuinsAeslr ivkeeldyi scuss i n P
one expression of this rationalization 1is t
their charactertstinsi asest edroev eam @enslidc al |,
opt i miPuatt i amo tnh eorr dweatye,6mey r i se torefiramenat.i

a vital §ubjectdiwits mcti on betrwateinonalriagm oinsa
dynamhcs process demands a progressive, <care
not an emotive rejection of it:
But there has as yet been no I ong inteld]l
domi nant thought cast out by the intellec
common men, nor has there been any such ga
agai nstt @oredietni ons as would make it possib
by the passion for an i deal and by the hop
up the present basis of things¥nd constru
On t hi se iwsesruee , mewt wi th several i nstances, b o
of statemdnuts tshuath Gasse t mo s tme n & @aéncdt stoh eo nmi nvdh
naturally reason has twoabeomnalanscendesed niont d

Mot her, CWM9, 2PD2, Vol .

Nlsege foour Mewn26040.

2srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25,
1997 25

113sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 385.
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il T unst acdmént i musnte xbaeameme e pakrtycul arly i f i
rhetoricabds deeemed t o the dehdi adglaea edeattaitlismeosf,
probl em.

It i s reflected most centrally in the debat
we <consider in Part [ t hat has resulted
Devel opment Pl anteomgaonos<cwitylmingddmag, danger ou
reflect an irrationalism that avoids the dic
and disorderkempdetvahbpmensroite Aecbobbithddptagso
rather, h e hec asismsrtyir o fga mtdtaraa nscendence, en
perceptions and purifying error through the
demands of individualism and coll ectivi sm:
Th reason cannot ra all truth in its e

e g sp
still it does grasp the something of it whi
does not detract from the val sevaf uiet s Fwor
man i s not intended to grasp the whole tru
it through a succession of experiences ani
fectly continuous self enl atgemestifVhe

d enlighten to him his various experienc

S o)
> O
—

hol di ng oemnltar dqniisgs.ellft justifies to him n¢
of the moment, the recsesdengVvi gohken faft utrlbee |
i nconstancy, il ts divisibility against 1itse
the whole secret of its value. 't would no
views in the same indivi duaanld, terxacnespitt iaotn,mod
the collective body of men and in the succ
For so man moves towards the infinity of t
so his reason hel ps him tbouibluti |adn d cphraenpgeer, e
construction, in a word, to -hbnowredge agmaow
workdmdowl edge and their works. The second ar
iI's also an error and yett caomnrtiaviensata atnryu tfhi.
because it can neither get to the root of
it deals with the finite, the separate, th
all and *he infinite.

I n this movement, r earsaotni osntaa n dasn db estuwperean rtahtei

nature, the two primary motives of [|ife: it

t hat which exceeds it oni t é&fel ecatheedh . apphrepr

centralizatiohiofagalth or iydpw oW iktsiseathal é zat i or
Growawmsl evliedde,ncienf or med deohasedmbkbyn thet Rescde
Aurovill e, an i mportant agrteprgprtat carty pshtid ges,o pv
anar ahriesmangerously prematur e.

This moveamleh& ctailvweanands its due. A premature
ordering orresettrhaicnatl, suenltfi | It i's replaced by
intermedi at e s thagd tvhiatta | masym,r efgartehsasr dt thhea s pp rr

Msrji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 122.
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Il n Getwn@®@dsryt hing that | i berates our -mind w
control i0d®SperAucobusdo articulates this poi
of social compelgsail ani @amsent self

n their first (s deness the infraratd.
t

ru
rily without the pressure of need a

F [

% unt a

a aw other than their own whichiteaamnhes t

for their own correction and purification.

have been always or perdhapsi esvear d awedof g un

i mperfection, i mperfect in itself, and mu:

reshdt :in the earlier stages of his evoluti

has grown out of the causes of its neces

anarchistic pYinciple of I|living.
Thi s i-ismpaonr taalnlt caution whilst designing gov
is not to reject rationally ordered regul ato
spiritual romanticism cannoeéefisud,stpoutey,ths
il lumine mundane regulations for pidmakmninmgg,
processes, review and monitoring etvol uAi epa
phraseol ogiyatiisesbsgi hash, unencumbered pass
by reviving pastbutel-8 ggp roarsalf oadarmakk e yoorsd r easo
truths that | ie beyond the ken of our inteldl
traditions), yet buried in religious forms o
progressively distant dogma, bel eyfmbéiylos tce ms
t hdey paanld f& oma Vv é wa g eo)n.a |
Yet, this movement, even i f caedihe cdh ktiomgt lod g

reason (a notabl e advanicre, Aw)tddieald tluem e e a It ioz erde
i ncomplfeotre t,wowhieals ointespi r e #rlad i fonratt hesrm.push

Fi rrsetastoms sl e with tehietthpapairanal | eégdof t houc

instrument to justify vital desires, or at |
t han a tr dnlslf oapmaearoannc(es t ot t b eipaodhitr aary ar
excessive disciplining of the vitality (a ¢c
thought), itAeddsdtamndatseriirlaittiyon to the spi
phil osophical preparation, i's | i miatne d ebayd , i tb:
way of attempting to fix the infinite in i
fragmentation of that which exceeds it:
Nor can reason found a perfect l'i fe for m
human | ife would be a |ife baulked and dc¢
sources; it would be a substitution of the
sogi ectoul d not come into being and, N B
would sterilise and petrify human existen
i nti mate causes are bel ow, irrational, anc

15Goet he, 51099 8
16Sr i AurobiIndwp,eBEW3A7.
WsrAiur obi ndo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 237.
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Th

true that by constant enl argement, purific
to arrive at an intelligent sense even of
passive, yet sympathetic reflection of the
its function is finbtrshlreadk wlsem iStoud an as aSye | tf
worl d and in man who wor-«kencealciermg eanangr
seldrfol ding. Hi' s minister | have been, sl o\
i nteguments of your vision until there is
hi m. Remove that and make the soul of man
then you wil/ know yourself, di scover the
becohme gossessors or at | east the receiver
knowl edge than mine and | ay hold at | ast o
human and yet divine | iving.

é

The solution |Iies not in the reason, but i
It is a spiritual, an inner freedom that c
spiritual, a greater than the taei omalal enl
nature of man and i mpose harmony "h its se
r Sri Adwrveelricrodme, tthoe egoi sm of i ngievieéocal.i
inciple and rational orodequiofesoaimpwéardd al a
om rational ordering to aapgrniomailpl e phirgh ai
ason can and must helpfully purify the vit
n transform it:

Life must not be repressed, mi ni mi sed and
reason. Life has greater powers in it whioc
alone that evolve and create. On tihe ot her
too arbitrary, that it falsifies |life by i
rules based wupon them and that there 1is
knowl edge, intuition or another, Which is
e quedt sent g nttomeudstef &Wenbes phrase, of what

t h@ge ofdirseanseocnessary to cast away t h-at det

en
re
co
t h
ma
Th

p o

I n
ob

chant ment2wd erurri viei viersam f al s & hr eruegahsi oomn, t
coveraladg ytehe et ernal , spilrti tiusalt hirsutihnnenr r
nsciousness that grounds in its collectivVve
at is reflected in the transiittihoen cforlolne ctth
nonayoa t hat of theéetlagec ofiljsuadrnjassatydavd angay a
igsr eat er @odyyocghaocl colglyect Hwmare dCyfedreamse t he soc
|l itical charter of Auroville.

iv.The Dangerous Move from the Objectdi

Sri ®&uclhhdmedot hi s move f r-omt ititse almat ifadman
jectdveembodi ed reason ef 6edthievesudqgwertnarec

118 S

119 S
120 S

ri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 123, 220.
ri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 123, 106.
ee, for an aligned account, Taylor, 1989, 2007.
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substitute thartatwhoincah icso nwittrreawmtt,s on i ndi vi
efficiency and order, to tthae edhochhat avliltd
expressionl nofsttuhdey isnggl ft.he growth of governa
Aur ovtihhememay tshadgtehi nd the economic motives ¢
historicaléofdetvied e dmernes tprtouftauwmds psychol ogi ca

faciibphe outer r®¥flects the inner.

The ordered evolution of our moral senti ment
to camaraderie and cooperation, born of a se
the ethical stdaithoafgh®ri AAuRahlihmdo i shnan s
crossegdgmeantumani zing influence needs to an
institutional machineries are but Hobbesi an
pea®len consi deriiofyhthdfafregaiteist d ofnot ms r@fal g aeet
trinity of | iberit y,SrequAallriotbhy nadmd nfai &ise @n it tv ya n
view @Gfthai feooks to éfmeamamamngiearelntpr wmdefsosr der
the collective, a kind of di sengaged presc
col |l ect i viet ob @hbabvji eocutri v ed7 tvhh &tw lodoKd fteo -t he de
consciousness from within, &@AAFampéxdamidnest al
hiisncisstiwdey o0&t ihostwa &ainstér eine h end dseuwntiltyy passh us
di sendhamde¢ ept isoenl voefs acassme mdiea gt dis s | ngvae s t ur
G@gainst the grain of md%3r imoAduerronb itnhdoou gpha i natns
bet ween the two, wortemc@paeauiloardguecsinalatt ilpepnigntgh
Auroville | ies:

The principle of Ssubjectivism entering [

necessarily it must maleiatgr dpdotevednoftafinedree n c
the character of our i vi ng, does not at
factojresct iSwibsm and objectivism start from
collectivity, the complex nature of each w
body and the sear c¢fthulffoirl menret | aarwd oHfanrt rheaen y. st
procnegedbiy the analytical reason takes an e
whol e probl em. It looks at the world as a
an observing reason which places itself ab
of whas tb consider and observes it thus f
mechani sm. The | aws of this process are co
settled forces acting upon the individual
observetdi mgpui slhesd by t hse wielals omr, tyavsormg w
organised and applied fully much as Scienc
or rules have to be imposed on the indiuvi
i solated as a ruling auhédomredgord ramd hwisl lot
individuals or of the group, and they have
its own collective reason and will embodie

22sr i Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25 123, 25
2Radhakris,hni®n AQLd8bindo, OGOWSA, 1997, Vol. 25,
12Z5r i Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol 25 58.

2Tayll®B85, 1WweB7.0.2,
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mi nd considers as something apart from th

e
of some other group external to it or of w
Subjectivism proceeds from within and rega
a containing and developing self conscious
is a self creating process, a growth and d
conscious and at | ast more and more fully
and hold within ourselves; the principle

recogni-t eahi satil éd n ashda pai nrge s uRetaasnotn saenldf wi
ef freectmovements of the selclogni¢eason aipdoa
sedfffirmation and self shaping. Mor eover,
part of the means by which we recognise an
takel arge and complex view of our nature a
of knowledge, many® forces of effectuation.

This passage requires a far more sustained r
poi nt can be made. Firstcomnbhensnsshtihe omrsi emt
approach, a subtle and often i nafefsallhe ts heil futd
the intellect. I n this, as Sri Aurobindo cc
destabilizing: the complexity of the inner

pl aces us in a | ong, I nt er aoteidl asen, apetdaonge
self. The wtility of rational @obdée¢ddafmg nies s n«
oumabstract réeasaokiaddoWwi di sembodi ed dictatic
pointed to, as a call to silence and il l umin
of these intermediate worlds to the spiritu
hiddeh Itaw ®eing, beyond conceptuili z¢omgstruc
As Sri Aur obmhmede ,ndthes relpdeacement of t he me
giving free play to the vital, a false subj
attempt @t hiesc esshsiafrty, passage to #*fdesapjpeatl i ve
to the isvuibtjaelcltyi, vt mes drhemaM tt alilsy,armmsi lilndmiiradtoin
the mind and vi &alom ttdyei trchednit@mdeyec ind keitng, t

emotive, passionate centre:
Even, we see it in its first movement awa)
di scount and belittle the 1 mportance of |
supremacy-i mpultde oi feth€ee esseappasi Wi bh to
of télel aantt [ a movement that <can, a-s we hav
intell ectual stance if unchecked] or el se
called nowadays the intuition, which sees
pr of uradidt iheasr moni es whil e intellectual rea
superficial appearances and harmonises on
substantially we can see thaftowha&ti ocius nmasan
feeling, rpaesrpcienigviinng,i tgs substance and aspe
mechani sm its own truth and nature and pow

255ri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vo l 25 59.

265ri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vol 25 14.
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is to get at the self, to |Ilive in the self
|1

i nterna y and externally, but!®al ways from
Third, it i s @droaf aundieya ndsi ftfhiactulnma machinery
can perfect either the individual or the col
nature, a change too difficd%Itn ttchilbse evieri ta fi
achieved, It carries the power to recast col
intellectually ordered patchwork associati on
grounaddealk | aw of BoAtabngevatepmeéehe call i S
inner worlds, felt vaguodfytwhenitsheovteilhei sva
[

s nodWay ¢

Il ndeed, it I's worth noting that Sri Aurobin
phil osophical vocabulary aside, but as a res
the widespread sense of alienatiohotsomfvalu
the intimate inner to tadhael aiissesn g@EifTemiost erarsiotny
had a particul ardrfesondhnhog@t imev aen® d@rhelalter t he
Semseinarticulate yet compelling, &h taporet:

i's this Iimpulbssed dctolgins-a g @mr, mbBtedbdm Ga mdo sgeil e
free play to thimadapgethéomaebi oéryi bk the
the creativity, experimentation and enterpri

Il nitiating aadendaoctrngspromnghed iCharitsert, h e hk
dirst @@hecasé&sy Aurownithaessdtbf maket transitd.i
to theéiesnthmhe nub of thardebdtlee:on governanc

So the State is viewed in modern political
somet hing apart from the community and it:
right to i mpose itself on them and, control
good or interest which is inflicted on th
rather than developed in them and by them
nature are impelled to grow. Life is to b
adjustnmentani pul ation, a machinery through
i's shaped. A I|daow tosuitdse deev eom ewsheednf ,i t i s di sc
by the individual reason and adddhepted drmhee
goverindenag of objectivism,; a mechanical pr
perfection, this i¥®¥ its conception of prac
As we distcMsshenpiPacti cal chall enge of gover
institutional f or ms t hat can progresisi vely

prescribing forms o6fwi ckemgduatt of pa & acacsueldteunrt es
behaviour thr ough, agpupiraaoepsriihacteer. Tikenved natdivveens s n «

27Ssri Aurobindo CWSA, 1997 Vol . 25 59.
1225r i Aurobindo CWSA, 1997 Vol . 25 220.
2Ssrji Aurobindo CWSA, 1997 Vol . 25 220.
Taynenws.
Blsat pte®9.
¥¥srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 58.
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l inear nor antagonistic, as sever al conver seé
mu st be car ef wlplry g haanhdd tcedla pveirtidbeen t o f soft an
regul at ofrhye npordaecst.i ¢ al mani festation of gover
t hs sbjective turn iIs neither easy nor <clear

institutional forms to accommodate i1it). As w
an unchecked vital i s nmodviesngeudeste,d tahsi st hseu btjreucet i
a fertile, if unstabl e, gr odmd efrorda'®auxnperiiemsen

Il n an i mportant passage that encapsul ates ¢
references various forms of collective organ
rajasat etmeind.ali¥ybyeneahi byted 1 nnfAudo wiealalsaice
di sc,onrmetasnderi ng journeaslyetoi tdhespab¢ ecdri veq
of t en I nterminabl e, .ar@Qhiememitveenf o(fi )anai tahgeai
justifications for a vitally desired organi z
'l ective or (1i1i) a iTgyemama atgi d oplaaygrofwi pyr es
conciles theaparttihaloughutalp sgarcafdiueadel t g minrsil ta
tell ectual compkebehsdgedhy dhietb@amghHFEmice o

ngthy passage is worth quoting at | engt h:

— — =
® S5 d O

The

t th 1s that upon which we are now i
i mper
[

u
ect |light with a | arge but stil]l res
to | e and action it becomes subjlecrt to w
of th forces i Aunwheasse omlds csuwrreu gagn e iiltl i nt
nature be used and has al ways been used to
society or government, i deal ofwiilnldi ofi dual
n attaches itself for the moment or thr
ually good reasons for moanrpilsant ea nbdet pvlelerna
em, for t he beli ef i n Being or for t he
sissm, for activism and quieti sm. It can
e most positive atheism, get rid of God
basis equally for c¢classicism and roman
ory of art or for the most earthy real:]
ct and narrow moralism or prove triump
the sufficient and convincing prophet
of every species of democracy,; it sup|
1y e X

r
f
f
e

3
®

5 —

etitive individualism and equa
uni sm or against communi sm and for St
al i smo talgeari.nsltt acan place itself with e
itarianism, economism, hedonism, aestHh
ot her essential need or activity of ma
sygctieamh, sa t heory of conduct and | ife.
to make an eclectic combination or a s
there being any number of possible <c
fhustodeg or the other and set up or th
the spirit in man is attracted to or w

__""Q.‘<_'033QCD"('D(D

W dS>SC 5SS FTOOOSM® TSSO oSO
—<<

D SO0OTYVYIYSCUVWOODTWV T O

¥$¥Sri Aurobindo, GANSA488997, Vols. 33
B4Thi s move fé&reopm Gkamtdiivieedtg,e wt e d g e 6ibsy iindpeonrttiatnyt t o stres
requires a detail ed dgé®rciushurombi rnodeoy,0 NGRVIARIA s D7p,e .Vo Il s
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decides and the reason is only a brilliant

sovereign. This truth is hidden from the
constant articles of faith, firstthetrhsat hi ¢
who diffe from him is wrong, and secondl
deficiencies of the human intellect, the ¢
at purity and be able to found humasn t houg!
entirely satisfding to the intelligence.
As we discuss i n Pdayrntasmilcl |i asd medxdiaivhtiAttydhd 81 Ime € a
Twith a veritable catalogue of ©plans, pr opo:
processes, el sewhere for centralization, at
el sewhere for |ight overwightel atwhemesfbor a
patient march, at times for wurbanization, el
for planned, systematic development, el sewhe

mysticism, e | sheewehdeerdm, rfeaa| ibsi mMev efoontstolonnger
el sewhere for free play and experimentation,

for collective processes, at times for egald.
for | iberty aonrdg adniivzeer,s iagty afionoesse Iffoirngs al and s,
t heir protection, at ti mes for phased certi
architectural 1 dealgivsansii cer,s eawhde rseo foorr. al n t he
of oand vintage, come passionate appeal s, o f
incompati ble, with the hope, at times agai ns

emeingetomarrive at a consensus.

Il n that prsoacwe s se,acthheofseen mot i v atoedvhb y ht hé ep

mind | ends its argumentat, veoamosiempsasa®e s@eard\
exhausti @an pat hwadgte $iove acti on, pal pabl e in
perhaps tomcoclmonwl gt i h-dpepg ¢ Dickadst AsSwerldvill e f ol
His politics and society are a series of
SS|biI|t|es of autocracy, monar chi sm, m
en or veil ed -deplmotco @acygc yaf pwearuidous Ki nd:
ol etdirviacdhyaliinsti c or coll ectivist or bur
archism | ooming beyond it,; and all t hes
i ng, some need of his complex soci al na
mands thas Bbfmctoamati on. Mankind works o
ress of the spirit Withinit by throwin
aracter and temperament, y es of pract

cietydeet hioteél ectual sys
t

TEYVDOX T TTOOONVNOT®»T OT
< ~TwW SIS 5SSOSO OO® S ST O

p

b em, which var

e simple harmony o the co mplex; each an
di vi dual a-hdr matl entimetbelfight of a pt
owl edgrowlfbdgge i s governed by a number o
ound which these experiments group thems
far as possible in its purity and agai
t h othermayobehatmbhereomplex form and a
pe has to be broke in turn to yield pla

B¥5Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 121.
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give way to the possibility of a new combi
accumul atingxpeocknakctamtii saktf on of which
man accepts some current formulation conve
anduttdirof t en enough he evéE&buthwhkshitheéomob
devel oped human being seeks always &either

profound or subtle iIin order to increase o0
capacity, poepri fneecstsi. b iTlhiitsy ,viheaw of human | i f e
devel opment , to which subjectivism readil.y
pl ace of the intell® ct in the human moveme
The gwgranal evolution of man, the move fron
perhaps distant, yet umoteealtio epdurainfdy utthoep i ppans,
the mind beyond these contr adieaad ibmod Mlmihfoio
path to ntohatl i lmei@toyrapnide xaccreti ve play, empha:
el emasntist builds a whol e
Nature starts with this distortion and pl a
|l ead before she wil/ allow it to be righte
of these combinations into a #&ew and rich
For Sri Aurobindo, the inner instrumental it
outer architecture, and therefore, the searc
necessary step in our <col |l elctadfv eg cemoorlauapmiacoed t
t he i nstit uitnieocneasls arreyp etrot ooirrgeani ze arndrgogmvern
t he -rweehlelar sed dynami cs of i ndividualism a
decentralization depewnfistbonstiel secenhgetehaapit
mechani sm can hel p, and anseeweeddi syceus, s iinn tkhaer
the inner det erhminges atnbwaoe dds samys. Sri Aur ok
Mot Bempointed and central additiomtt @n@dl iptuisd
Vedanta to problems of collecti¥é\sowgani zatuis
i n dPdarntd, Itvhi s i ntervening movement,pdfearde agon
the case for individuali smaamd&ceadsllaenyt tiphagssm
pracaicahgement of goverhancansgpsttbms| eapAunp
interviews during our Soe suenareahs te® e p@fddot & e 5 |
Auroville is placed at this intersection:
€ a place of peace, concord and harmony w
would be used exclusively to conquer the
surmouwtalhmessses and i gnorance, to triumj
i ncapacities; a place where the needs of t
take precedence over the satisfaction of d
and materrntd enjoyme
¥Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 118.
¥'Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 13, 206.
¥This is a key areaSderfocompacaicwbeofesbhascaauesafi omat
of -opeeration, violence, hierarchy, domi9®&nce etc. as
¥¥Guigan, 2018, Vol. 1, 50.
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v. Hidden Tel osL®fUthe Political

Il n the spiritual scheme of things, the defen
in the evolutionaeyosmmhmel vedanhe chisdtheme, t ¢
Divinity, here applied to political arrangen
and pushes of individual and class assertio
equality, andel sbaftyof our <collective 1|ife
pol ilt@glOEHE t hat is destined for @dtaglfadi,c ailfl
grounded as such, these demands are asnative

of the Many seeking the One an@hsgymebadne eda
beautifully in the Upaab®&bwattdriehdaatmagri oAu rtohbe
descrigbeskyward beingdafburi shithmlsayiconip berkist \
di verdath thing in its place anéitthhagtroe Bwo ul «

made a |iving p*actice in Aurovill e:

I n deepest reality the infinitely One 1is
reflection or portion of Thato bulti we aure T
egdbdoes not preclude our wuniversality and
or self in us intent on individualisation
idea of the ego; it has to get rid of this
or portion or being of t he suproefmei tasnd ur
consciousnesastionthe worl d

When the soul claims fredadckoum, oiptmeins , t hbdef
devel opment of the divine in man in al/l hi
claiming is that freedom equally for all a
godhead in all human beings. When it stri v

freedondeovielsoeplnfient on a common aim, a comma

feeling founded upon the recognition of th
are in fact the nature of the soul; for fr
of the Spirit. 1t is the practical recogni
i n man and the attempt to getshegotwhichkei
the inner meaning of religion, and it is
must arrive before it c¢c®8n full itself in t

One may thus trace the evolution of the poldi

Théage ofédeeasshruct s, by way of the claim
cramping effects of convention (religious
necessabjiégyti ve search for the truth of his
period of predominantly critical and materi a
the excesses of religious ddgma uabhsoentt yt haenidr
empi pirocoaff religious and cfuisntdoimagr yt hperno pwasnittiinog
sri Aurobindo GIMBA,22997, Vols. 33

“Guigan, 2018, Vol . 2 274 .

“25ri Aurobindo, GCANSWE. 1997, Vols. 23

Sri Aurobindo, CWSA 1997, Vol . 25, 570.

4 2



o O
—

OO PO W T O +FTTST +TODODIS TTTAQOMOOLY IO —

Thi
oft
on
di

go
Au
be
S p
Th
y i
et
SO

-~ s < — 0

o - o —

its own investigations and discoveries, i
a nascent subjectivity:

this principle and necessity that |
, however short it may be, an i
e critical reason | ardgeflyr destr
ess. I n I ndia, since the great
here has been a series of recu
f e
y

QD Q

and get behind théeeail of
a wide and tolerant spiritu
ctive seeking, i nsufficiently milit
internal and considerabl e dextiergnal

f the predominant conventional order .
|l ectual <criticism, though not entirel
gone far enough; the constacgtuicke,ve fo
ot been able to make a wide and free

period of European influence and i mpae
ower f ul enough to enforce the beginnings
elvmat i on of ideas and things have come i nf
hese nfl uences 0 hoars abteeanyt hratughout I qgu

[ I
I

a l
ar
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c, utilitarian and individ
a new, searching and criti
e present or restoftentsite opuas
their endeavour from the novel
mfi ng. Throughout the East, t he

I ven adapt itself to the need for che
orced turn upon itself both by the pr
ompul si dre afhaangeedi laenfideilriofneme nt . Wh a 't it

rom within, has come on it as a necessit
arried with it an i mmens& advantage as we

I u

f C

e 3
O justi

t andared
r t
t

o<

S moveyient pillaclese the heady and i mportant
en at odds with the spiritual enterprise
the advanad i tomatt he secpurang thelfoyndAsi we
cuss in Part IV, it i's not an abandonme
umi nati on, t hat is the defining movement
ernance architecyui@a. thhki ssoics aboapdr tiect
ovild¢es moapsola toafn tragegstaer maut Itye ndemtdrirargyg e

weepastheendda hmodeairtrur et echnol ogically ano
ritual enterprise, one that can marry the

ded not only technologi cal di scoveries |
cal, mental af ts paitrtietmpatle di nt ot hraetc riema e .

s advance of reason, aided by the prodi gl
I
[
i ety, backed by a secular humanism with n

1448 ri
1455 ri

Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 26.
Aurobindo, CW2A0Talydd*t, \MOI8.9;25Tayl D2 , 1998; Sen,

comparative research in Auroville.
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its ideal i n an ar it hmeat ivcalh Ide n d-ffa fud eé g uraattied g
to perdkjceactiheed ni ¢ewi cf moivfeenentg o mrhen iuniatfh e d

its internal hierarchies @umpddacsomantuunsi tryo | ens ,t hg
and heterodox, i1 f at times peculiar, forms o
social) aut hority, yet WiAt seatr c & -asutt ahbelingt whca st
drives a confused, fertile and individuali st
casting a deep imprint on moral outl ooks.

Il nterestingly, Sri Aurobindo notes that the
revol t against the cramping bonds of a rat.i
efficient material arrangemdénrt Yetmastde wvialrii ait

devel opment aawe manmpwee eal | ,

Thus we should have a new typal order bas
function, ¢é and rapidly petrifying by the
of rationalistic conventions. And quite ce
broken by a new individualist age of revo
extreme philos%phical Anarchi sm.

This was a domitnhgen to deetrisha&t eaml|l yoyears of Au
growing di ssatiesf aowint ®ref my deBtoOlTths s@fmst h o

haveft an i mpisi mtr esrenAur omwei IwWleer e met in inte
at times generic anddansobsat asd(irautl eedsn Vfaowe rosrr
management, efficient organization and resou

etc.) in cityedwunddiangplaaydnwindgrcilmper € ease B8 dn
@oing back 6o Strhe Aulrdeb®d endiopt i otnh erseexgonfatses e dw
senti megsetes aote bel ow wietph aax ec d thtiisom etj ecti on

still not articulated in the Auroville colle
Men may bear it for a time in consideratioc
order, economic devel opment , means of effi
the reason which the <collectivist arrange
bemefs become a matter of course and its d
and prominent, di ssatisfaction and revol't

vigorous minds of the society and propagat

YWThivséws al so others reflidcst itoonos birno atdh it eot poeeo hasctceuar eant tet
a deeper Sckiesfonashsdd sothnaccoaht of t2h0i0a7 ,dbt &t | edawbok, i n s
which interacts, and in mansy amaleydsu mhaovnEttahldes, wi t h S
“Wsee for example, Rasfsh®&eon02d., 2001, 155,

¥Sri Aurobindo CWEAe pBEAcdnwedltni d@aclobdend c technocr a

been incisiiveldrecestupi peditical participation and soc
defeating enslavement to the engines of commodi fied p
thawhich is to |iberate us, reason, itself becomes i
contested, analysis @feetAndiosr npoa raandd xp$2erakl mdmonveerma n t

examinamdaens dofi nstdi mmenotdaelrint woci al systems f1B&88, hinde

and for a discussion on the bruurleeBhchtiass ophic blad858ngeme @
Vol 14B44. &agwhatysis shares much&i,naandmmerd | wictls ®HmainyA
criticism that came up in conversations during our r €
mi gr at ec o nhpnartahtiisveyd®emrrkp usn can bempaphbvred fesearch in
Wsege for example, ,Qi0dajesimda@ammad7 Ci Pemenj 2009.
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intell ectual and vital dissatisfaction may
form of anarchistic thought, because that
free variation in the internal |l ite and it
of revol t, and anarchistic thought mu st b
order é This tendency to mechanisation 1is
its practice. Already that is theugdlkfect u|]
and the insight of the spiritual thinker h
Il ncrease as the State idea rounds i1itself i
indeed the inherent defect of oemsobywhen
quelling i1its natural tendencies to put it
|t I's in this comtexscubato®BronAsgpob&hndal i
reference to the Di viWee caonnasricdheyr, tchaen ibnep luincdaet
on AuBovgiolvieer nance practpaesi today!l yni RParel &
centralaucahamwmdht o i nsufficient rationalizat.i
the foundation for aAmat sr e hat tcampept daotd agn a mc
o anarchism arises as a synthesis of the in
in its own direction:
Anarchistic thought, although it has not vy
i n proportion as the pressure of society
something in that pressure which unduly o]
perifemrt We need not attach much i mportance
anarchism which seeks forcibly to react ag
of mdn vieo hiés nowhel effei stic or crudely vit
hi gher, an intellectual anarchistic though
carries to its furthest | ogical concl usi on
i n man. In its revolt against twe f®Oippodsite
it declaring that all government of man by
a violation, a suppression or deformati on
ot herwise grow and prevail for tdhdiealper fec
principle in itself iIis questioned and held
to an unnatural and®artificial principle o
I n Sri @&@&umebmehdoical narrative, this undoubt

overc ¢ meentdyenalhasga t sd il mimi ¢ aaorfi bimsEa N d @ c | e
a faculty of knowing and bei fivga g uuenlayb liet tios rf
there is some great §trlAgcoheadgthani hhéeéheea:
scheme of Sri Aurobindo and Mot her, a defenc
foundation of these principles, to which oul
day experighestasuimsnhti on and origin.

Vi .Mi st aking VitabpfortpBhIl | Asapbhtcsm

Sri Aurobindo makesiant hep pratsasntdhediwsgteion etdi toa
anarchism / unchecked, gross vital sThiej ect i
former i s a reactionary force against the de
¥Ssri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vol 25 216.
Blsri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vol 25 105.
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dive hi&howre Itihfee,l atter is a harmonizing fo
points can be made here:

First, the commononal e s biino nicnothevrevniteiwsn sd ur i n g
ri sks conf-l mpomtgarnthi dwisathil nicrtr aotni onal i sm di sg
Sueprraat i ointahliissm s refl ected, for exampl e, i n C
of wvital subjectivism, as opposed to a prog

regul at ssruyc hc cacse st,he PRAb6fledmdapatcti o€ proposa
di scuss the practitciahctiimpniicatbdbaonsowvérvhew
devel opment, iamndParnt tlelrimsA of the constructio
Part I V.

Second, as wAudo®wihban belfaplwl, ean grei ch, dynamic
city ipabrecies this disteé&xeprievsns uirne nsahnacwpiisoad! i e f
mani fests currently in the | ooscellos eolryg aknnizte c

f osrocrieallawheme space and Trheisso uirsc easl lairtehves rclohe tcte
tudemand@di bgpsophi @al tenarec hpiustm t o t he test

may naturally create friction between indiuvi
from tolerance to camaraderie, that unity i :¢
explicit:
Man does not actually Ilive as an i sol ated
freedom. He grows by his relations with ot
i n a proeraesmsoinviesisngl fwi th t-bei hgeeddme o o &
priecitmplrefore, apart from the forms it ha
by nothing el se, then by the need of socie
i ndi vidual his occasion for growing toward
é
Afterwards, when again the individual asse
may have | earned to do it on the basis of
egoistic |ife. This may well be the intert
moement towards a collec®¥®ivist principle o
This competing play was key in Anger d6s early
We f eel that an i mportant number of contac
a balanced community existemeehnadladgy, wiweh
conceived an architecture which aims at in
I n short, we start with artificial pl atf ol

highly concentrated habitat!™ Redensificat

Third, i n t his reconciliation of competing
unchecked by an architecture of rules as hi ¢
Aurobindo and Mother forefront otdhbei mpbr dtdana
most neglected terdhoohvbhd Gampesefowsbrul aber

do, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 216, 215.

125r i Aurobin
=106, 1968

BAnger, 0
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ordered codqf loncobnef hmainght and an unhel pful | e

or participation, on the other (dynamics o0b:¢
Aurobindo notes that the colelsecathilvies¥ypeydroaf miad e
of f-eeeMHiwsgnuanced reconciliation of the con
of fers a new voice in a long and i¥%Htgacnabl e
with which comparative research in Auroville
earlier thinkers, an ideal collective -requir
regardi ng® breihsvicoutd be a calculated reciopr
exchange predominate in the collective), or
contribution to the debate), the d&%BAd iweg to
di scuss in Part [ I the progsyeqoil vgidaad gr
amongst the residents of Auroville, through
Tthe subhectl detl ofi rdgmaned&niconsi derati on
institutional design and individual reflecti
Thus, some regul ating i nifsleugeunicree d .f rlodne awiltyh i
solidarity substitotei natenaed moul duil edi ¥iod
either, gross vitalism risks becoming- the d
opti maadutsaerntihi ¢ odr g darei zaotlileercti ve. This has h
Aur ovillnl ee.he final scheme of things, for Sri
come from an inner transTlhe marnominemnods awe odii
11 and 1V, is not finally a question of fi xi
and underdevel®pdadhsint Auiroewvall | setti ng, but

devel opment Tobnom wi tchoimmunity of & oGulensd wh o
anperverted hpmygm hnat breé ngs aspembiondgy tao jaus
equation without the external conmpal sooal o$t
conve®f®Asnbdot her notes:

Th e conditions i n whi ch me n Il i ve on eart
consciousness. To seek t o change t hese
consciousness™ s a vain chimer a.
To the exten® ohganiAaatoivand |l succeeds, it i s
constituted, so evolved to accept its princi
rationa-ftabrosapAaebvedhe extent it does not,
forward Tehwwd dhitglbhbeest an@r EbrsSrc¢c Adeabindo, i
riginal a n ot nodcla nansusnoi ctiga tovfiotngp o & :1a ni dn t peer rvheanp sn gl
stage of the twongewmpicm@ticor coomiepamnce. It i
t wo, a perfectionitohfe tehgeu adle Moiclkrearttiyc a fd eall | C
BiSsee f or exandplBe oRIgwIB331e0ion;, THPIPHEH B,9 Russell, 1934; Rus
»Kant, 1991; Rawls, 1972.
¥See Sri Aurobindo2l1ZWRAX0K¥DI7,a \Mdlssccussi on on the evo
soci all tf drsmsi.mportant question to ask where Auroville
’sege for @&kiamp| el 984.
%sSri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 217.
¥Guigan, 2018, Vol . 1, 42.
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har mbnlyatsutbhecti ve vieawDovi hefeanaMoh@gemand

spiritual anarchism, can be prefigured.
To sum up, we provide below a rough and si mp
of Sri @&uewobiwmdoonary social and political s
representati o ofimt®tioghAcrmrbdbbiscdheme. We al so
d heoneits cddhni ampopul ar word i n Auroviilsl e fr
relevant to ground practice. Absent theory,
steril e. Theor et iachdc kdei ds,c ubsesd commes wmahheg/led ffu lu na
the opposite too is best avoided:
The endless and seemingly inconsequenti al
forced é [us] to make a virtue out of a n
pragmati sm, with the 1T mplicit ass-umpti on

probl ¥ms ¢

0Koenki emi ,3.2006,
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viiA Progressive Substitution of Rul es

a. Premature Anarchi sm
Il n this scheme of <collective evolptog@mes SSirve
Ssubstitution of external aut hority or rul es

cautions against a premature attempt at an a
and externiatthe omrsitmariyntdi scursi ve rhythm of

in Auiowiildll ethe inner evolution has proceede
The principle of social compul sion may not
guite owitsellsy,a&l awpefr fm&ani on, i mperfect in
be I mperfect in its method and result: but
clearly inevitable, amadausrtsi lofmamsha®cgscw
be really ready for the anarchistic princi
But it i s at the same time clear that the
the nearer man wil | draw to his true and
state must be one in which governmental <co
l i ve wit-mahi byf et kewagreement and cooperat
to be made ready for this great and di ffi
relies on two powers in the human being of
reason; the mind of man, enlightened, wil/
recogni se the same right in others. A just
of a tfroaend sahd unperverted human natur e.
sudifent, although hardly without & consid
ment al powers, if the I|Iife of the individu
with only a smal.l number of points of nec
Actuat lgxi suence is closel y?rknit with the
Thpeint iifanarabiam can only be practiced eff

evolution has proceeded to a st agedenhaeulet e>

di strust, odvamutihforliagi ti matehytbensdaturouevt eteb:
(in some -acrasiecsul weéleld and reasopbabtes andgre:
responsibility on residents to cha%ltdeensiarcet i o
continues tanadmnceaeenaltiaobhheriamarchi smj est
el evated variety Mother and Sri Aurobindo co
However , ,iimhertnmnawd and Jeaxrtee rmatl muetglda ltali e roenac Idu
Sri Auobidredd of spiriottegalectnadeghit s matteeswut
circumscribed in its domain of expertise. Ra
each in individual matters, and a system of
matters. T hoed o ddsetgiittutmaare hi erarchy for a |
actions publicly through transparent reason
thinwkwinlg a rich and complex | iterature that
¥lsri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 217.

¥2Sekor exampmsl,e ,2023.
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arftar ftTesefBeowevers, translation into |ife anc

compl e¥*Ast armatter of principle, one may say
[ This] i s what | have always understood to
that the burden of proof has to be placed
if that burden cannot be mM¥®t. Someti mes th

Where Sri and Aurobindo anéeémporwwemiyftog@redcd n e w
psysiporitual anaetgsed obusbe deepoll ective
the practical spiritual peanarod uirtsetgpsi eitnup Aub wtv

it i s posssipbilryi ttuteds efaimmstohi st s size and sca
thorough!l pyhaitl nisoplhabtaecdk | pfdatr awdpi.st thinking,
and ready description of a complex and inter
to arrive at modes of stable and ordered org
response to tthe nstoanddirsdorodbejrecand i nstabildi
Aur ov¥iMolten.er and &rmoverbbiadoareful reconci
and practice, of these contraries.

Several discussantsimexprés $ed madoaienneccgraancvwz fhahs

us@alprefsepoinh@neaous and freeawtdiveamcef tpr dr
|l eapfrogging must be sounded here ,aswhwelhl .weT
di scussar bekweaw but Sri Aurobindo and Mot her

of collectives through appropri pee isTehsetyi taurtel
necessary steps of progress towards a coll ec

€ the curve of hnhaeudsghk ki ydsynRenaasroma ut i on and
make ready the w®ys of a deeper spirit

An easy rejection of reflectiveamenedbtoyj ca
currency 1in some discussions, i's different
mental i ty. alsheSrpoiAwutr obi ndo Ineoktautreetd] irni dmaonfy
ignorant mentality é bathrtohug hdit\hienipz atgir@rs so f

¥Ssge for hel pChuili swuimdPrd e e;2 ) RAFWwB B

¥This is a compl ex quse sdgadvoew hriserilteewyeen td ot an oA u renvtielrl ener e
area for future research.

¥Chomskyl782005,

¥pDevin putdst id] nguwedtyi,on for an I deal City goes back
ifevoked by Plato in his Repiudddsed btyo Thheo mears (Mwirce) iwnt ch
soon as men attempted tt oaltwaaynss lcaatnmee iutp iangtao nas tr eoanlei toyb,
nature. Those bol d & nidne aAvnoeurrisc,a béer dthleos e¢ladfatF ou Firamc e
el sewhere, have-lgeerdralasythegni shertupted by conflict

di si ntieegvreant iiofn one has to recognize that they were fe
exper i ns@hd \ait ¥6,p AZ P i (ed.), 2018. This is an exciting a
i n spoocliiot i cal thought i n Ausr owtisdgldel®lo rFroirs oan ,d i2s0cOu7s;s ifoonr
on the Spanish saa®@glcooa fsft, clodF 4, catfiowwessNdefi ekce of mi nar
| i bert agedimizamkrf KO0 eki 0§ a ssoecel Kil2nliba, , ; €tho miSa,evi ew,
se@hrostowskaedsg2® 16ngr am (

¥For a hel psfadi ad tamma2r0y2,1 .

%sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 207.
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influence of the psyd%qGacr eb emundgth tolmne rtlthded anemft tlad
we-i ht enti oned want to -ropteiran &l iftryoom ysettatwersa tot

with amataonnhal ity that rejects the dictates
its rigorous develogpgimentat Rer exlpams( wima tof a
intenpnviaeawemotive rejection of it requires th
not to be cast aside easily. As Sri Aurobind
| deal conditions [for a spiritual coll ecti
reasonabl eness and scientific intelligenc
rectitude to which neither the mass of ma

madaeny approach. I n their absence, not rea
but the trend of forces and their practi c:;
working out of this as of other probl ems.

7z

é
And, i n sum, Science has already enl arged
race and raised, sharpened and intensified
of ma¥’% i nd.
This means, f or -reaxtainopn ael, maddaets ionf icndflrlaect i ve
desire and partiality (reflected in Aurovil/l

constructed enforcement Smechhanmniobmedbsdeht ed
th@everest schéowhi ®Ej eantag chl Emcompr ®dimi se w

understood here in the seirwddpmotachawialul atory
di fficult to see how é [this goal] can o
necessitated by modern | ife. And indeed it
could be established or mai ntained withou
soci al coormphuolws iioth coul d fail to fall away
a rigorous collectivism or on Y¥'he other to
For Sri Aurobindo, the need for | egdelaldempw

attempts at anarchi sm:

For the 1l ogical mind in building its soci
infrarational el ement in man, the vital eg
part of his nature is bound: thatdis his n
al | the calculations of the idealising reec
only the Ilittle that it canassimilate to

The necessity of rules and customs in the pa

| i bieSrtiy Aur obi ndo enc apscuhlaartaecst ehriigss gphotsai bt bi yioonr ii
The anarchic is the true divine state of
bet ween it would | ead us straight to the d

%sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol 28, 177.

srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 77.

"Sri Aurobindo, CWSsAee KF9ISsT103 P\aRI¥R 125, 218

2Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 218.
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To observe the | aw we have imposed on our
what I's meant by I iberty in our unregener
supremacy of the spiritcan we enjoy a per

Mot her too is clear and notes pointedly, as
anar cnhoythesrul e of all byitahlils, pbeurtf eocft egaocvhe rin
possi ble when each is conscious of the Divin
The anarchic state is the government of ev
And it will be the perfect government when

and obeys Him“*and Him al one.

Il n di scussions duri ng &o urre lsucatysa ksieenvgea wahl iu ¢gleu oste
to be in apparent c ot rtahdiincktiinogn. wiotrh eSraimpA uer,
di staste for rules clear:

I do not want to make rules for Auroville
é
I have been asked what the rules are for |
none. As long as th®re are none, there is
The second statement, often quoted (and sel e
conclusion that Mot her peir.d sl#oits wasnta rpuaretsi alo
gualifies her remark as foll ows:
I |i ke a progressive victory over all con
é all rules, all that grows increasingly s
it is possible to keep a rie@uhat cbwnt hmr ¥y h
this suppleness € That may be what the sag
handing the power of Nature or iThhedpoger of
it from the Prak¥iti over to the Purusha.
Rul es become increasingly supple and finally

desliacken nature to the asoruner odudwal apmdmnti cgria
with as wide as possi bl e -dains caomkeirty!’fTahimde ep & r
Mot her too notes a progressive substitution
repeatedly emphasizes tdhoatd op ewhpd Sea véihdesy i rdditk e r
autodomyer avessibnngoamdl|l enforcement i s in
of dleasder & dhtei firteedom we want to Ftemd idei nQ

3G i Aurobi ndo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 12, 464, 442.

"Gui gan, 2048, Vol. 2, 61

™Gui gan, 2018, Vol . 2, 162, 231.

"Guigan, 228, Vol . 1,

YI'n this regadd, i lothée hosebsf, developing more and |
Knowl edge Power, that must | ittle by |little establis

and capabie of chawmdi chaagd mgd ihmdpi @@ idddegd are,e d30 dd,. Vo
1226.
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what he pleases wit-heuhgcohcemr foomgdfhs atwied
Similarly, She notes:

As it is now, all those who want an easy ||
sad g go toOlOlAturohvadlle!be just the opposite
coming to Auroville means an?®l most superh
And agai n, Mot her I's clear that di scipline
vol unittehbisi lyidlkser ty, not th&@i 9spposi t@ndaocdnfive
Evidently i f one has chosen or agreed to |
| aws of t hat community, ot her wi se one be
confusi on. But a discipline willingly ac:ct

devel opmemtwtahn do ft tehegrhi®her consciousness.

Mot feraver si on t o r ultehse gmalsd nwa et che st shdeu ynaowiel It en.a
statement i's not an argumentative sword to
preserve space for growth. This finds expres
early Auroville residtnmntl ewsh @Vhodtahl eaarevesr.¢ pl il e o :e

Someone from Auroville wrote to me that he
one but himself (or words to that effect),
he d€aialm not going to do any of ©6Thhiiss; I am
was reported to me, n @&@nuer ailsl yf,r eseo dn lwr owhee
conscious of the Divine and conscious that
everyone, ot her wi gse doenseimietsgtd hotnses | @av e adl acwo

.18t
On the issue of drugs, for exanmpt eh ibitMiott dace r
Aurovi hkeeonly instance, to the best of our
When pressed about whether this marked a rev
®Perhaps the Aurovilians have not yetdgdattai ne
have said, no drugs backKuomviny |-esa®lr lhendd T éi X xeors im
warps the devel opment and damages the consci
into d%%Me riuwteal Auroville for her will not r

Guigan, 2®43., Vol . 1
Guigan, 2®4®., Vol . 2
®WGuigan, 20138, Vol . 1
, 2

, e

|

BlGui gan 2018, Vol . , 61.

B2Gui gan 2D33, W&dbave,been i nfoomedar saateicadms atl h gt idrug
prevalent in Aurovil e, either recreationally or as p
Mot Bemwords that deserves i mmediate and strong action.
also informed us that the issue is not of individual
acquiescence or asbhupepoarot .| oWea twe raenynorteports to this ef
this is so, the devel opmental effects of such a cultu
addressed on priority. Fostwe i ngt ed f altaivtehteaiti 3s\wal elp uibrhp
case of the youth is not simply one of a for mal ban o
education, community discussions and sutupgomptr obwietmh r €
Aside from the hegamsopenmadelrpat monal but of the har mf
As Mot hélrhenopteecospl e who | ive in AurovilTtethandl d nenegs ai
the newiwhmiesh tlbarm the consciousness, which | ower the
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say that it may not need them, unfodé¢éefunmead a
pur p@ses.

b . Peril ous but Fruitful: The Move from |

Thus, the move t o tphreo gDrievsirsr é¢vieamea it d @y épsot siittust |
of externali tdutahon ixt ywyf soft anan heapen freondde su n
researched questiwinth namuiroiveéidnilgi sahsemnly ttaheek

and spiritual poi se deviel ops wuwmfrfeiadii eretdl yo cicn
includingithafAusoaxcihl lext er nal tTuH iess rt@tn @& en aj
rejection of | egal schemesnnkecwvhaemr y kegd la cierd
an even moreerdediasndi plgi ne.n sAdalnwde IdVhs su sbse air s
governance practices in -Aulfeviorlient parbdbhculo
commuinhaty has |l ed to a resistant centralizat
|l ndeed, the move to reject exitterina| asutBoiriA
not es, a characteristic@agt bh&@rod abseo opg ertfiectc

anarchist setups:

He has to rise in revolt; on every claim o
i nquisition é& And of all you say, stil!l I
wor |l d, with my sense of right, wiotfh my j u
reality?

Yet , Sri Aurobindo characterdmzees | obhs s bstubiff

adved®lhe rejection of noguarmalt eaut he+ idtiys cod
aut henticati ng tiontteiren aclo na utahroyr, i tiw may resul
unconstrained by the parcdomVeéryticow. |[Aziwmeg nm

i's apparent i n several fora in Auroville. A
without the corresponding inner devel opment
cooperation of al li,nttoheanDievg oniestancarauhtyar c hy
explicit on this point:
Mani festly, the unrestrained use of i ndivi
any outer standard or any generally reco
experiment for our i mperfect race. It 1 s |
and disorder of opinion than to a progress
may end in an exaggerated assertion of 't he
satisfy his own ideas and desires which wi
toubl e in th%¥ social body ¢
and, of course, drugs... all that, it is as if you we
no. We want to grow in consciousness; we do not want
understand,m lofsa®&wrotvliéd |2 is to discover a new, deeper
show the world that tomMGuirganwi 2018e VYeltt ez, th@a. t ods
AN i mportant distinction must be made between proscil
problTéains was often elided in our discussions in Aur o\
¥sSri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 17
¥sSri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 44
¥%sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 19
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we disslulasmdj n ¥ Parms made to d-makahg ©cCo0l
rovill e, t hroddsgle mbhe &esWdehktag Groups, n
ndency to disguise individual-gpverfrmemtceo
rticipatory democracy (through the require
naturaltiivre,armyutc dlolrecone t hat I's commi tt
rovill e, &Srdi sAuirnocbtiinodno bet waen stmr ues an dnefl a
bjectivism is a pr esgerlefs stiov et heéx rppassysdi Hoichca rolfe iyt
I of O6shu pp okritneddd ebayl tohoeh dpiastyicohnosl ogi c al cl ari
asonabl eness and scientific intelldf'dence a
| se subjectivism dgagr amditzes dtihse ud gseei sotfi ca
storically disastrous coff’dAegSencAsrobi nde

object isd not thdamoi wmeenoes>epandi on of t he
field and make unlimited room for the
descertbr-edlr¢thbeedgme @D Bas Gweerl h&ee
e a world in which we shal/l at | as
Divine wills and to create a worl
|l onger def ormed by humawiit@horanc

oo

comparison, Sri Muriobeian d d epfloa cee sunsmai rng vtoht el
s discussion, :worth quoting at | ength

ommon | ife, a common work, a
cannot grow to its full hei
ash and conflict in this con
el l ect. Anarchistic thought
, 1 f it is given free play u
ensure na ral cooperation: the appeal
aodms, to the principle of fraternity,
mo u s revolutionary formul a. A free eq
operation, not on government al force al
archistic ideal

S5 009 PO TS T

t it is also possible that our progress
t in cycl es, and that in those cycles t
alisation in which men did become abl e
ophic Anarchism, associated by the inn
thinking, right action and not coerc
l icings and punishments with al/l t ha
ression and wugly train of selfishness
me nt of man by man. |t i's even pos
ctive ani mal spontaneity of free anc

i0os o
h

—“—QO ST SOoW YOO UMW LS D
5 OO DO T=0Ccc

nw < 3doa
ﬁmm

t
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By i Aurobi ndo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 47, 396.
®sege for a review of tLh&« Sdshipege nef ail rr ani som&li ingmyita
spiritual ones is an error Mother and Sri Aurobindo w

d

v
understand a thin@g.e BV e&r itdth ai o d dehsetyRa@iththh e Wwol . 2, 234.

gepgagenl et t érpsi rtietlulaild gehxipeehr iaernec ecsomp |l et e y i n the i

18srji Aurobindo, CWSA4. 1997, Vol . 30, 1313
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state wil/| be an enlightened, intuitive s
destiny may be the conversion of an origin
the gods. Our progress may be a devious r ol
uni formity and har mony whpiocshs ersesfelde cutnsi t Na tw
refl ects!™®™the Divine.

He notes&Ggtkehdéiishihessesf which attend tdhdef sredd

of t he sdproinvteannearnagr chi st i deal outl inmed by
political rhetoric at present. And yet, I i ke
demanding inner evolution that alone can gro

achieved i n Qurhoeviid pl &ee tt,otdcaoy .was acutely awar

One |l ives in Auroville in order to be free
freedom must not be a new slav¥®ry to the e

|t i's worth remembering here that Mot her of
mi sunderstood this dghiestniontcetdi opnun gfeart | ¢ x arbplte
humourd h&sheateal | y a subhuaaard draomem h@gerahthhh er
guarrelling among themselves! And some even
any aubt?red rsietwdheer el,ai d particul ar @&imphiagl isnen
i ndi sp@ms ahl enadder siolmdeyw ean gnoy,t i ng at one poi .l
private comwvastia@i on osmaaygy hours of work pe
in ordew®Aamd bemdhssdei oateynot ed:

TheydGdamder stand a thinige IEvkea tdmatAur ohke
understand €& And then quarrels over nothin
are grossly ignorant; they come here witho
preparation, and they think they d@re going
really pathetic. Some things are €& they di
ashamed of in ordinary |I|ife They need som
As we discuss in Part | V. E, the question of
carefully weighed against the cornipétiamy irat e
in the ideal, i1t is the fopcesotfiréeheosaliirgnu

hard enforcement being the option of prast r €
t armdtiani ni shes the need for externatthenff@or mem

has not been sesyt aabfifiasihred Tihse 4d srsiue, i n pract
interplay of two enforcement approaches: or
architecture that can guide and where neces.
| ati tesp@acandor experimentation; and on the o
i n marcwioronments where daily interchange occ
strength of the collective consciopubseares,s . i fl
consecrated, that best decides whether one i
Ssri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997 Vol . 25, 292.

®lGuigan, 2018, Vol . 2, 145

®Guigan, 2®2B., Vol . 2,

¥Guigan, 243854 Vol . 2,

¥®Guigan, 2»3148., Vol . 2,
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built wup, the twin play ofwiolult erre guwigrud astd nosni !
to navi gatbeutt hreesggmafstdrdyysom ext ernal to interrt

Thus, to sum up, we note that the route to a
but careful and timely, substitutwiidam af waxste
cautionary note that this turn inward (i) st
voluntary submit s; (ii) must not fall foul C
away the need for var rloevg ad r acfotmpdu |l amdnsamgi ti
depends for itstwsalclcesegi mmamt sgpnd nurturing
|l icentious activity, with a wide margin for
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D.ARRANGEMENPROBUCTILVEE

An i1 nt egMatieprar$i oh i s the practical arrange
She notes:

Il ndi vidual worth would have a far greater
soci al standing. Ther e, war ki woulgdbuonot ab ev
express oneself&daondpaoi tdieevel apd ope@essi bili
service to the community as a whole, which
i ndi ®i cswablsi st ence and sphere of action.

Mot servi si on speaksodfarf iase paogactiwvshy &€ hl iwfee i
di scuss briefly bel ow:

1 . Work done as ofkarmagai hinhlde asidi heixdgohreers s o

self, rather than a transaction for wages
2. The arrapgemderct i o [ i fe on a mutuality of
|l eveddwmgequality.

3.A culture of material abundahedtebut amgt
producti on.

4 A progressive substitution of individual

@i vine ddwner ship.

5.A gover namaseednoadre lser vi wetf hr aiteeesned hamsr i
technical campesphcietuakhther than status

I .Wor k as Asdi OAafteonng

Mot seri de al dfabwemkluwaed in the spikatmaf of
yogaa means of sp@gsi rhitguhadr gsreolwft,h rtaot hoenre t han
sustenamicaglgr aadi zementTheafl | 2okt é-oammaaidg esmad rft
from work and -endrbwshgumemtnal i s m, on one
competitive success Jiabnodt he xdp asncsuisosne,d oant& tl heen gott
Human &g cdles o oitame rmattheigdmkvBordsha@s srhees cswiorkge loa b ¢
(@and as we note below, capi Galgcassaonooh fbe
of da@dsnvead hiam Mlssissays oaddhes $Geigoaft htilse i1ldiemk bet w
and -dsieslcfoveriynstructi ve

At the Vgt he hiast bs]piotken of the natur e, rul
Kshatriyé& asnAirl jamenvaafd haaaitntiaolmas proceeded to
with a stri ki ®g oevnmp masius et,hatuloene functi on

foll ®dkeedl,bo foll ow t hse datwuroef iasnodareger ous

contradictory, as we may say, to the natur :
i mposed and therefore i mpasrtgerdo wtahr ttiofwacridasl
t r uaet usrte of the spirit. What comes out of t

59



Co
b a
co

co
Mo

of
an
at
t h

the authentic movement, not what i® i mpose
compul sion& @trtome mind

nceived so, work is no | onger @rcohnhomt cum
r bairccosmcerned solely with satisfaction of
nsumpti on ainbduta cacnu munl sattriuobnome ntth eo f.H9@gshoaerm gsi eol nf
the whkemi bé§ Obb@ gt owhhiinov enrad nutried Oosf, tvhiet h ¢
ntinued though somewhat di minished appeal
t B@Omr e@mMrom individual desire for gali n, pr
radical , easily stated and difficudt to
terest in relation to productiaveowstlnhaso
worry for sever &litmtdhhreak aempeasfubis atl ey
d innovéateilodd,evabtd bd diewi ate wor st wafarkl i ng
best, a hypocritical di sgui séheSrecagnbbe
e need andr ajecempserty adridthas -dr isweamnr td mtgi Ppiol

€ the Liféeiwithiensttisongest Kkingaower mion or |
earthly beings is possessed by the force
action and desire; desire is the strongest
and action,spcledami @ax@ament ot hat many consi d
and even the originator of our being. Mor e
which starts from the principle dfasinconsc
to work against an i mmense ¢ trary force;
nature of an effort, a strug e a besieg
which is distressed in its e r step by
sufering: even its gains are ri ous an
[

on
gl
Vv
p
effort and an aftertas¥e of in ciency

e’y
reca
suff

The | i minajiawnst ofbi d functioning and | mper f e
competitiimeeconf bectranscended by a purifica

The gunas have to be transcended i f we wol
evidently has to be overcome, i nertia an:
el ements of a true perfection; but it can
rajasbywiaedi ncreasing force of sattwa. Ra
personal deséekien@anpassildn are not el ements
it can only be overcome by force of sattwa
l'imitimognt h&aatwa i1tself does not give the
sattwa is always a quality of the | imited
l' i mited mentality; sattwic wildl i's the gc¢
Mor eovea ,casmntatw act by itself in Natur e, b
aid of rajas, so that even sattwic action
egoi sm, per pl exi tsyi,d eidn ctounrsni,s ta nlciymi tae do naend
exagigegaittself in the intensity of 1ts I im
of the saint, phil osopher and sage. Ther e

¥Sri Aurobindo, CW®SA, 1997, Vol. 19, 508

%This is now a recpgnhnhaedhconaceral gyowat&hyahwar siehd

See RlaF.t

9Sri Aurobindo, GCMWBA,68%97, Vols. 23
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egoi sm, at the highest an ego® seng ifsmnmfwl e
whatever type is incompatible with | ibere
transé&ended.

i Aurobin@ovasdoNMonhleet harn amejre cdtose sd @ sti rdee f
i ritualt hergks tt o ev ol e adhr cger itthatitthepel s
ama Osteed and conveyanciewiotfh tthhee eprrboondii seed ¢
turn throulgarywhd@Cpmmenit cegamsfiohenati on, no
dtehss ol , Sri Aurobindo notes:

Then agai né tdheesrier ei ssotunle;, t hi s tHer eattds f o

t fei rst necessity is ijan ftuhé nmisrsd,ofi tthhep vywe re
work, to take possession of all the i mpul s
l'ife for fulfilment in this existence, to
out with strengthManyf roefe dtohne, tpheirnfgesc tweo m.eed
cour ageowewi ldf fective in | ifw, call fbecel e
character and ,f odrecpee nodf vpeerrys olnaarlgietlyy f or t h
and spring of energetic acti pBuddne sttitwee] f ul |

|
soul must cdetmoruird dfnstihsee ence or inequalit.y
desires may be satisfied with justice and

must rid them of the character of desire a
of the davi he Amhamnhdend it must make no dem
on heart, mind or spirit, but accept with
i mpul si on and command come into it from t|
mi nd and .a Anudr e themaurstt accept too whatever
enjoyment more or | ess, full or nil, i's gi
same ti me, possession and enjoyment are it
intended | aion ber amorti fied thing, dul | i n
suppressed, ma*med, inert or null

roville forms an expempbomeabhal dgbattaed &ot et
mes to pass, source okarwaagiad aad i noord @ mftoerx itthye

| arwgiedecictoyl | ective ha®& titan@bht edobiwtiosAy o
tion: that®s .t alsssk Most hAeurr onvoi tl e se:

Auroville is created to realise the ideal
yoga. Auroville is for those who want to ¢
means to do the Yoga of wor k. So all Aurov
Yo &% .

i Aurobindo in td&Wogapbthed&workhesi dedals: of th
A man, it goes on to say, who devotes hi ms
spiritual perfection, not i ndeed by the m
knowl edge and the right moti ve, i f he <can
c¢ceation and dedicate it sincerely to the

198 S
199 S
200 S

201 G

ri Aurobindo, C2VMBEA-868DP97, Vol s. 23
ri Aurobindo, CIMBA, 73897, Vol s. 23
ri Aurobindo CoVMB M-bTampPilasVel sur 28 3.
ui gan 204 B. Vol . 2,
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i mpul se to action. Al l l abour, al | acti ol
consecrated by this dedicati e@orf fcefriwgr Ko, td

Godhead within and without us and is itse
perifemct But a wo BBk onvant, reatewnr &lhloywgdhnet may |
even though it may | ook better from the o
mechanical standard or may | ead to more su
subjecgiowth precisely because it has an
I mpul siG nownOnneat ur al work is better, even
of view defective. One does not incur sin
the work and in agr@emevmt nwaittulmet hd&l |l awcof c
gunias i mperfect, al |l human work i s subject

Sshould not make us abandon our own proper
be ri ghttddy ancetgiadm,m kat mant& i omwn, ad \ oyl weae f |
within, i n har monys widihngt, her etgrudtal edf bygne
svabhavat arff?kar ma

ii . Mutual Qugl ahidedi sEmgal i tari an

Mot serarrangement of productive | i fe operate
di fficult to practdanmmu nmusttanafltamt mgud teBaciehsotd m gi ¢4 h
give according to his need, Mortchme re sncoht easc c chrad
must take up product ihwea rvso,rpker ddegiyte rSuinrod d@ yng) fi
the community, whi | st the c@®mMmunithys,pr Mot
conceptualizes a distributive systemithat

educati on, heal t hcar e, cividregqguvieds,foert d
flour?&€@michg.i ndi vi dual is to off&rontoldbuttaroi
system), and the collective in return is to
necessary sustenadcesaprdedlyouaifsdrimgof( tlhienke
uni versal basic income, which is ykRdr ol Ible. c
Mot serdi scussion emphasi zes two aspects. Fir:
be standardi zed taasi Ifoarre da st op oisrsdibMieduadlutci r cu
materi al di versity, whidhnbeédcaso| pdasstuyecc
extreme), and second, that this offering sho

i n an iempxdratnagAegheen d a

On® participation in the welfared@and exi
somet hing worked out individually: such an
I& not I|I&kwotkat. olt &acnteoarndsi,n ga cttoi vointey , p o
produci# immtt tthe democratic idea, which cut

ifan absur d @Gmawdri kmed ya utl a aomearndsi: n @ nteo whme h a

22Syri Aurobindo, Cw8Mm,. 1997, Vol. 19, 5009

23 nt er etshteirneg liys, §hpamaaésEMeMe rwi tchi f f erent utopian setup
comes t:heopames wor k onl y esiisxurheo utrismea idsays, p ewhte,r enot i
not hing much tdoeaomismgne) opotsliy, in debating, in read
in exercising the mbdSede Ghiddbloslyyn, db@Divs svidd af, ay ei sur e
utopian ideal s.

24Mot her(@Belauk4 in all its artistic forms, painting, s
accessible to all; the ability to share in the joy it
not by social &r financi al position.
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gives much, one who has little gives | ittl
I in does somet hing @&l sseoomeXohu nwn dierrusetra n dd e e
sentence, OAlor whnos tlainvcee :t her e wi | | partici peé
0. . according to their capacmuchédpandume:
Thatthe point. It must be soffething |iving
The industries wild.l participate actively,
producing armdtiicd es o ridataddn tanrreenetdher ef or e i n
numbers too gr@dabwhowusthe soowhsali pbbeg wi |l |
i ndustries must natwurally participate thro
those who produce food wildl give the towns
they produce, tohfe cto@mwnssehgipppasidbi ki ttg to fee

means pedophaveotno buy their food with mone
Id; a kind of adaptation of the Communi st
according &t oc agpwaeritgne his position (not a
one ) his ®nner position.
There wild!l be no taxes as such but each w
work, kind o& moeay: n®bdtaxawi lolf ey ki nd,
wi || have to contribute to the collective
money. Those who have nothin% other than m
Mot Bseri deal bears as a cl oste desembftaipere d f
cooperativéeé communism
€ this would seem to | ead us either toward
|l ife where the | abour and property of al/l
may better be called communal i sm, the fre
society where the just freedom of his iIindi
of his |l abour and acquisitions wil/l be us
common good under a n¥ftural cooperative i m
Two issues aresGswordsngThes Mou shteen@mné éenlail 5 oma
earmedi prtdaalulgynh contributions. But the nat
determined according to individual capacity
hi erarchies of competitive success. I f A gi\
capacinho difference | ies in what they get.
necessarily be in propdritgi oo atcd itchadi rprodn termi
here is of a mechanism to sda&he¢i fAnd htebe <caq
such contributions should be voluntary (not
of fering ikartyheeg asbpuitr i(ti )ofMot her here does no
rider concerns and (ii) the translation of t
Act , 1988 that places all assets in the Foun
As Sri Aurobindo discusses at l engt h, t his
bet ween the individual and collective presen
%Guigan, 2»28., Vol . 1,
2%Guigan, | 225.
2’Gui gan, 2»24., Vol . 1,
2%Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 218.
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Aurovill e, whi c h. Pvne Tdhiessceu € snrcitl nufdifPeg et thieb h |l o f m ¢

i s productive wor k, identification of t he
& ont r oshyusttieom) |, identification of the nature
t hGer os peah dmaemalitnhteebs g 8 t e ;) mechani sms for a
needs and capacity to avoid a |levelling dowl
(allocation of i nvest ment and hodsrieneg @sotnoscekn,
i's not forthcoming, damdftighaeadpiroorm | uemd eorf tfhree eCc
and voluntary compliance mechanics), the nat
manage affairs (the oppe¢m@Mdoteikn gn gdrCGricotuepcses | af i 6
bet ween individual enterprise and coll ective
in collective management, stunting enterpris
arrangements et c. Thel epaogori eanl | pelsi ciyn sepve cdi
conventions, not in metaphysical debates.
Auro®i lchael |l enge heithésengteeXxiceps-sdmatidalgat
and vigorow¥ liittseraammtswreeg , wiotl h gtoligemaryerlaet s c e
comparative historical survey fiosrt anowmpeystHte
desi®ds. we suggest in Part 111 .F, there is a
with economic expertise to draft, consult an
Mot twor ds, often expressed at a | evel of gen
can sustain a cap-l ealowleoegmre® myecoinsneg&anit owi
reseasgihrabeocshal l enge is i n spinaivt g@lte nign g
natural ills of greed, acquisitiveness and c

down or stundnmomd@ yroeaj ¢ ditei on hefr .

That sai dwhatheSiideAlr obi ndded & tsieodhges cis &laip § v
stated:

The right organisation of soci al l'ife on a
give each man his proper place in society,
common ends, his due share of workin, | eisur
relation to the %%l lective being, society.

i1 Recl ai mi nganPdr oad uCulitounr e of Abundan

The economic model of Aur edvriilvleen Iceonl d sa biotrsaetlif
t hat generates a Gsiurfpfliycireincth saunrdd@!| buesa tfhoerf uat h A
mar«klei ven competitive order operating on an
A natur al rgs o séeif t sloitchmti es devoted predol
ends and dcerds bmpitaivorour coul d be a relativel

WsSege for exarm@I3&y;i Rarsis,eIiBal, i andA;day(ledds9) , 1992

20sri Aurobindo, CWSSA,i 1Au970,b iVind a @uwbt,s 2i0Bos inmplnyg it tah
overl apping consensus among various :t/readintiaome,aldlrsads
the only practicable basis for a communistic society.
Il slam and PuGSani AuHiomdwmideom. CWSA, 1997, Vol . 12, 465.
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mode, with a distaste for money exchange ( a

t hough not necessarily transl|l ated into pract
the reign of commercialism é increase of p
commodities and markets and this piling

neces’Sities.

As we di stclrbst hed eRredldorp ment of the cocemaner ci al
bae rdice parea reacgnhcbeckedtbemmerciali sm and

predominantl y proorfiietn taesdy spacokdeutet is e iwtigotfe on T hi
what Motdhemey alge Isawh e oem swe al tihs dprcd mdre sb wstt apg air
i mpor t antr aanngd nbgr opaitis sna e, CiySerlithfeur obi ndo notes

Hi[st he mo&dgrdreamean civilisation is comfort
respectability, his i1idea of politics the
mar ket s, exploitation and trade foll owing
pietistic forsnfadcitsimtonoroft hceergdatiin vitalist
education for its wtility in fitting a mar
socialised industri al exi stence, science f
comlsgogrtconveniences, machinery of producti c
for organisation, regul ati on, stimulus to
successful mammot h capitalist and organi s
commer ci dl thgetanoe, i f often occul't rul er
barbarism of al l this 1s its pursuit of
accumul ati on, possession, enjoyment, comfo
vital paritsofantkeéemennhgin the integral hur
physical part ; it has its placappatnmedt n
l'ife Is desirable for man | iving in soci et
beauti feult hleirf ¢ heNIl i fe nor the body exist f
i nstrument of a good higher than their own
needs of the mental being, chastened and p
beautoy ebefhey can take their proper place i
Therefore in a commerci al age with its d
vitalistic satisfaction, productiveness ar
whil e Mmomgacerst aind experiences, but cannot
too | ong, Life would become clogged and p:¢
straining to a gross expansion. Li ke the t
ma snso,| e s uiet

Sri Auobrntdocizes vitalism if it supports p

unnecessary multiplication of desire for <con

utilitarianism, a competitive fighbhove,yr mate

this pattern of behavi durst rwihcitclhy héé oenlosne weh e

cramps | iberty in its system of ordered pr

repl acement, giving rise to anarchist 1 mpul s

2lSri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vo l 25 607.

22gri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vo l 25 80.

288ri Aurobindo CWSA 1997 Vo l 25 2 2.
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The attempt to govern and organise human |
of things, an order and principles which a
fact and to which therefore all may freel
cul minating movement of European <civilisat
triumph of the individualistic age of huma
end, the cause of the death of individual:
the umemts o0 the past.

Il n this, Sri Aurobindo anticipateaeagacmisti ci s

unchecked miafrd&krete xgampMten, as Skidelsky notes
policy,

€ the insatiability of human wants é prod
dooms societies to coneanhuonseé object

| ess,
The ideal of economic growth as an end wi
ot her objects of economic policy |left é su
of what wealth is for, a |l anguage of the g

What would an economic organization geared
It would have to produce enou@hbagesiodsnaads

anrdeasonabl e standards of comfort. 't woul
reduction in the amount of necessary wor |
under st odoidr eacst et lafct i vi ty.

| n t hiSsr is pAiurriotb,i ndo i s categorical 4@hagnedmm

asahicle and instrument 06&fubarglomdtleidg e rp utrl

greater | aw of tOrontbhthgoodomnds, beammgrce i s

G econqueredgf ohemmeabDisoi serve proper and hi ¢
Money is the visible sign of a universal f
the fullness of the outer | ifd.hel mDiivtisneor i
But ¢é it is delegated here and in the ignc
for the uses of the ego é For this reason
se¢dntrol, detachment and r enoufncailat ipoenr soofn a
and egoistic desire for its possession. So
proclaim poverty and bareness of | ife as 't
error é To reconquer it for ?®he Divine é i

Producti on, enjoyment and mutuality are, as

vai qluyad i ty, i f chastened to the spiritual ic
The aim of i1itgss] [eacepomi tsawosbdi eéynot to
of production, whether of the competitive
inot only to some but to all mteme ejacyh afn |
work according to their own nature and fr
simply rich and®beautiful |ife for all

24sri Aurobindo, CWBA, 1997, Vol. 25, 20

25ski dalndkysk20daBskp0l.

265ri Aurobindo CWSA, 1997 Vol . 32, 10.

27Sri Aurobindo CWSA, 1997 Vol . 25, 257.
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Il n his nationali st days, which provide a pr

war ned agai nst an excessively materi al cul
industrial BandenMatydamamahirs@egomded an al most
fervour for mMad ewamtledprtiogrmesder ni ze, set up
and have strong urban centres. These were in
We &8t advance cthamgieng T Thastethat floadn mdr ked itgh
mentality was not the i1ideal of the future.

sel fishness and f edsl ifnegl loofw ableiienngast itohna tf rnoam ko
if one succumbs to a hedonistic excess drive
A spiritual cul tur e, devoted to the highest
i ndi vi dual tpdreia&tueripa mohudi staed wi t h calnd welr ®tsa d
in favour of itaAer ousembhegoodi ts of the econot
of resources anchored by asivane¢nasptiha veal
et hical i ns®&i et | toov den ng @ase.a mani festatior

Aswe di sPasthel Mot her similart¢yl tadrveocat epr od
abundauntcenot excesanfecoAvmsetetial hgngekfty driv
commerce and food producti onhearcionlmic mateéni
Auroville is tied to its educational one. Th
needs and create sufficient comfort to free
produc@ihoecefssardy necessities

When | was in France, Howwas nalpwayd ea shkaivreg
to find themselves? How can they even have
t hems@loves? hought: a place where materi al
that i f you truly want to free yourself, vy
Ashram was founded, not o@® @amewnstlér exaspl
woul d be sufficient to give them the ti me

é

Ultimately, [ Aurovi | Iies]t umdu sts aen da rtecswerar fcdr
l'ive both in a simplified way and in a wa\)
ti me to®devel op.

Practically speakihggsthhe gmpadsd alnev guloadfagre
necesblaowimwsch 7?How ndoouegsh t he purification of ¢
products i ntemacctommetrici Aur ogwiolflid e? Thi s pro
guided by ameassesamdwmt mkfasaor want e, attract t
nvest ment and tal dretvetto ofheatattelrataThminmicam i
ask that Mother aatibepBoed Fouandad®bé8nl dt se
o be done. As,Fweo nothheahe st @&at ant el to devel op
ectorratasesal o an uigpedadgden ewiathi osnuripn utsherco
ot in keepionfg wethat miegsprather than shunn

S o~ o

28Guigan, 2088, Vol. 1, 28
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We may al so note here that I|ively debates or
to the broader goaéecshoifnd uv@atnh € rl ®@ainvd afinein gAu r
to be f ousncdholnatrégfédetnetse. debanes har euibmdteh @ f
wake of seplpoolt®egly i ncreases I n -lperdodmat k @t
arrang’?®®meno®i lels¢ abl i sthenremit nuvsa swictoh t hese del
cases, ahead of its time. These -edbqeerease dirac
Meaningf ul di al ogue with this emergasgthedy
Chart et atmatveaennt age ofdantl tdi avoid ednkedmagc hwat a
exceptionalism often expressed in our discus
Il v. Renunciation as Ownershiop
Mot servi si on excludes owner shAproVvi lplreopleetl gr
nobadlyi.s is a bold practical expression of t
i's neithemoadomdmwynalulay | gwned. Legally, al | | a
Aurovill e Foundation, and any properties, I
ent er prad osred@t @adrAaur ovi | | e aibgs tmeavaa gdesd iArs tar ucsotr
there is no | egal il nheritance of assets. Pr .
through a mi x of communarlusatnsd, iunndiitvsi daunad waorrr|
we discus$ssFin Part 11
This arrangement reflects, in its ideal, a t
capital accumul ation and a voluntary offerin
Sri Aurobindo notes:
You must neither turn with an ascetic shri
here to all forms of wealth, property, pro
brings, nor cherish a rajasic -andmlcdeanent t .
in their gratifications. Regard wealth sim
and placed.?at her service
Mot seri de al mar ks a nosvteandaaddi tandn itnot rtahceg alb
justifications for a right to private proper
Wal dron, says in his detailed review, the qu
What individual i nterests are served by th
to some other sort of property regime (s
interests so important from the moral po
governmbaet so]l] bective, represented in the A
to be under a duty to preowantie,g?2uholid, idnc
the case that, taken one by one, the inter
not hageelt hos | mportance, and these inter
2%We were often met dmat hsGam@d med nafher bei i éem While us:e
often caricatured and | ed in our conversations to a r
This is an unhealthyi phli B¥.rE We consider this

20sege for examploe0.Skidel sky,

ZZlS ri

Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 32, 10.
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agg he form of wtilitarian argu
tre t s

The ans
filwaeses:

ese questions are compl ex &

i .the | abour thebay whiabgansiha® devel opec
| abour and exertion belongs to one

i ifirst otchcautp amlciych one has possessed first

I itihleai-6apgezéi bert arpiraonpeapgpr oaasc han extensi o]
absolutely

I vt he et hi cparlo paewptriymaych eads to ethical deve

responsibility)
v.uti | itathareifdn ci ent system of allocation of
manage t hedepvragspee rotpy itad e i ncenti ves.
Mi xed in with these are concerns of equitab

rebal ancing of entameomagh 8d¢ hiem eng & asli is todnegas| Mootuht d r
a Divineiobowoerahiphe spiriteuagdaneenvtelei sitni cSrs

things wheir&lilt hwei tDhi viinndei vi dual stewardship t
It has hints of eachl aif-tabppbasest aboegopisxc
whi ch iltt rieg eichswan&ki hg oatrespond the inner

regul atory form whTehries tphree scehnmatl sl ean greisc ha rfiiseel.d
in Aurovill e.

Thi s mddeelendfral i zedd Diiyi mwwve omnaryercsabHilp it t hat
hi storical forms of Diwnwdnei dwaéer ohi pnthat Il
Di vi né?Irti grhetqui res each individualactcamuaaader

assets and profits yet without a sense of
di sinterested spkaimapdarmanldbi etOr agthit @ mU
kadUc&y@ma have a right to perform your prescr

fruits ofé*® Amiud@alco violnlse resident is a transp
possesso?Soi Awdterbd mgloati on of tltseh ap drpaachd xsiha
enjoining each to enjoy al/l by renouncing al

All this is for habitation by the Lord, wh

in the univer gaelnomantciean .t hBw tshatul dst enj o
ma® pos$ession.

2Wal daeap3.

25sge for example, for a hiGtpoltal cakbklvoh7edsit of yt hVar male
2*BhagavadvMu&Kiutnadananda?2. #0an S i )Aue@hBae®alrWSA, 1997,
Vol . 149, 43®B3

2The practical stdaggspoédméeHjicc ugriad lipadst ate detail ed i
Aurobindo,13Mot her, 12

265r i AUrCOMSIANdd,99,7,5 Vowith7the associate@d.commentary
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Easily stated as a spiritual truth and mor al
Naturally, t hi s sur rbeendteirr ec afnrnoom  tbhdee elkgageitroreic

sensreajoafswnher ship and possession is |ikely ant
is the case, and %heerwopokdsedetimoiasd titdd aly ains
nascent i n Aurovill e, and one that wi || bec
popul ati on number s and densities gr owe As
organi zation of this ideal are where the cha
mean? Can individual stewards use, modi fy a
ent i rpedryt ioalol yoe kept with the individual or
|l egiti mate personal use or given to the coll
How are they chosen, and what are t hoenfplriicntci

bet ween i nbdetvweteenad isv,i ddual and the collective
authority? Can residents exi to s sdeawsell loegp ewdi tbh
their | abour? Are assets, including housing,
Auroville from el sewhere, all part of the <co
it be enforced (the rCaotde of ITdIWduacrhtr iflut iexn
one dealr iwdearhs o rfese we discuss ve ®acuapiled. Ee

stage in the ewoladcomamiocf sAeutrowpl| (&én Pour
Envel opes, Centr al Fund, and more recently,
and Budget Coordination Commi £®aeneds ,wiwilt hc otnhte
to do so as the economic setup matures, wi t
enterprise freedom, voluntary and flat contr
money economy, productivibhy indcvedsas apotddi

sustaining and porous economy etc.

Practically speakimnguyalcloynminmah sar attgaednastfiean o f
minority that ?%uUnnsestshe hcadl Ing itvievie.yi $ sa i il s1kn
net works dictating é&pbkobapsomeof edé¢soegoesat
col | eAclttievren.at i vel vy, i ndi vi dual stewardshi p,

inequality andveadn qe mitergeptbilvgrrs pafoperty bel on
Foundation; yet t /lae dA U rbaeva oVéirekrGroogurpdsa teitocn , |

i ndividual s, are stewards, &norcd ewmet. h Mort heex c la
these challenges throughout her early commen
From this point of view, take money, for

hundred years aheadkmdw: tmondynes h owel dd ome &
bel ongs to nobody and which should be <con

2'This reflected, for example, in the stroegbgerwofded
the Gover dAilndc oBiggehr Au(rovi Il 1l e has al ways been envisage
personal property, certain resndieméesmbédmatveé gFThiw lkdds ag

resulted -inka daanhidlodd andmadkl eotrve Wokk passbeah I
passed on &s ThneheHiintdaunce2§d0 @it a & hiomedheead Re x pecatnedd aand n:
chall enge to be progogasively overcome in the

28See for example, Thomas, 1997; GuigangselO®dmgs Agrgdar wa
Thomas, k256853,

25rji Aurobindo, CMWSWA, 4B®97, Vol . 25,
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esent . Put on the earth someone who has
e needs of the earth and precise enough
you understand, we ar ewe®r Forfat hér mmmeh
ntl emandifbBit$1 bs smpdeewhen he ids giewerbobtsto
u Thantot i1 t. But there is a |l ong way to ¢

e practical working of this model depends
ewardship is regul ated, and f Aceosmpauvul@ast are!
rvey with the -stamdi cg mpil teexr @ainadr €ooalg t hi s ¢
e experiment in past and present | earnings
rtiary research sectal wmbkddgdd bt Dhe hee,]

wns evéesythueg abbwet ttha st iannso practice is dif

of fer everything to the collective requir
oscehairge, and (ii) for the collectsvehamana
nder entrepreneuri al activity, trust must
operties, assets and profits. This require
chnical expertise Iifevcempmoanst hmamadement
sues have naturall ¢ kTeoenmuwodc gl idztaldbebigm € Au ra
l utions are ava®l| ablealtoltr @amsiratts NMbohtheare
peri ment in ownership schemes.

V. Ser Biased GovétrtnmanoedaH@ealarcthee sDemocr

ther datsehapmed governance model with natu
ther dbhsedshatwarchies, monetary or otherw
st as voluntary duties rather tamaxre:as righ

intellectual, mor al and spiritual super
rgani sation not by an increase in the pl e
uties and responsibilities.

o O M

n this place, titles and positions would
rgani se; the bodily needs of' each one wou

o

sitions of authority, necesvseanr ya nf oarn atrhceh i osri
point of | mpsorctoanntceex ti,n afsurwev idilsecuss i n P
sed on the idaepanietdy atso aserowmd i nati on of te

conscibusrmeshser than as entitlements to power
Mot makes this explicit in the following excl
work in the Ashr am:
I do not give positions to the sadhaks I
opportunity. It i's those who prove to be
faithful that have the biggest amount of w
20Guigan, 2D138 Vol . 2,
Zl1Mot her, 1954
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It is by the efficiency and the quality of

it is for the perfe

Never forget that here
of the ego.

the satisfaction

I n the actualities of |ife the power of a
on the force and the Pight of his inner co

This mar ks ania nsphoirftta ntbracne @iargtoevrea sntan c e, res
naturmglhsiman instinct for expansion, possess
group formations in tow, to onec dilaids eidt soen fe nil:
old ideal, but what is newtienal sanftght emmaea
a defined form of practice t-prg@tesHhieonommua:
in detail in LGhaoepeDenrvwoiXdeo®&r vodtei on, expansi o
(Il eadi ngentfoorpevwlerhi erarchies) to mutuality a
conflict) and finally | ove ( &d&dg gannt aan eloiufse b
emul ation and coll|l alaodammeyf eatbe¢r Whadocoat
here to enter a detailed discusssommarowtofit:
evolutionary pattern, which provides a phil
motivational st& ugdluirteiscaln QAwo memyl e

We have then two principles in Life, th
sur vi vdei sitni nicttsness and guard its identit
by Nature to fuse itself with others ¢é

The phenomenon of hunger and desir
satisfaction and security, since de
own positive being to rise out of t
posvems if the delight of existence.
a struggle towards expansi on, master
the conquest of the environment.

€ the pri-opephei oh aond mutual hel p, the de

t he wife, the <chil d, the friend and hel p
association, of conscious joining and inte
t hperi nciple of |l ove.

[ The] |l ast stage €é can only be reached whe]
the individual is able to persist in the ¢
hi mself with others without distumbance of

of sur®ival é

As we noted abofveer,c et hfeork etyh emodeweel opment of
recognition of the essential seéaqumalSirtiy dafr odliln

evolutionaryhisschsesmands I n contrast to hier
@ onvent dbdoenfailniangge ,c h a G axdrtracirtsosnbagle sobf detnel op me
st aYoeet., the shift is gradual, and these syst.:

or a tyranny of the majority. Wendrekassohhte

22Mo t hCewM?2 0 OVo,l . 13, 160.
23S5rji Aurobindo, GAWS5A4210©97, Vols. 21
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wor king of 6Adse MRoelsyi,d eWotrski ng Gr oupsi bauntd ac o mn
brief statement is helpful her e.

On onet hheanpda,r t i ci preyt drry ndjeemaediribamimtogc @ ndency, c.
to egalitarian thi oki-iugf, o vwheetreesergyna o mpvet @it
competedtditimages as Sri A‘mhebapeddd Metmpktr.atic
conceptiidhs$ wembeirrsf amrmedvedrdd enlightened; I
resul ts. 't is in this context that Sri Auro
of bbbaoosmeld education, as a supporting base fo

The n
seem
mad e

ural remedy for the first defects o
e education; for i f man is not by
ducation and training sdmething |

r
b
e
e is the inevitable second step o
[
0
u

S5 0 T O
v o< O

wn -

e human society. But a rational

e r
o] I
t, t teach men how to observeoand kno
a judgment; secondly, to train themt
to use their knowl edge and their

on good. Capacity of observation an
ent , capacity of action and high <c¢h
onal order of society; a gener al de
sure source of ®Daeivleunr ei.f Uanef osrutpupnoastee | tyh at
available to the million$ tcdhen acvaral be dafca
given in the most advanced <countries has

neces®ities.

t
r
f
f
t
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r—r@B(Dﬁ—:r—r(D
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h
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As we consV,deamiitn aRarvtesl |'i ke the Aurovill e
Lab, t heAsGietmbdaens Aware Auroville, Working G
Aurovill e Today, exhibitions / commentaries
Youtube updates from Office of the Secretary
ot hehat |l ook to generate greater awareness
necessary sskKiolrl i nf or medma ku m@ rmpjduadt idhceentp tdse ciins i
di recti onsttrheantcatcladeng ebdei ne d ur i pr cPpaa sha lewikd € y
embedded di git ailt ol egaernneirnagt ep laant feorifl m ognin tdeenleadw p
Abséehedgmore democr atthe demactr @y st ehehiResi dent
coll ectume foheami sk

€ i mmense waste of time and energy and con
t h@muddl| ésn aoute end soife tolerable result.

On t hdéramtdh ddre c o nc e n tnraatiinogn poofwedresc iisnwban date ¢ h n.
maymbee efficienttlaadkoroderned,nsdartriinggs conven
into bureaucratic forms. As Sri Aurobindo no

245ri Aurobindo, CWSBAf bt ®&X7T,haVvig e midreb tthnke® . makes for i nt

readbagprem: I n democracies®Gamd | wivteH |timg Communiesstes .y c
to the same | evselj.usMod@bhéeg gproYient,0 1t8h atvol . 1, 226

25Srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 198.

26Srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 473.
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€ instead of the Brahmin Shastrakara the
expert € I nstead of a hierarchical arrang
privileges and duties there wild!/l be estahb
oppowyturuiltti mately perhaps with a subseque
experts who shall know us better than our
qguality. I n the place of the King himself
similarly oguwied¥®d.and emp

This a mar kemdanieinssomfAuhavi ll e today, bet wee

and the community, t d Bbatpesl r dtehipy €adf tteenc hlneoacd ian

deci-md kinng pTahriasl yiss srefl ected, f ofl 9 erod mptl heg,

@l ephant sdiinn tthree Foud dtmhRee p200rlt5 Awhri acvdiilwsleeu sRse tirne
the context of current¥®governance practices

Sri Aurobindo and Mot her resolve this tensi
bal ances the twin interests of equality and
thati bfumhned bhaekadchy a col | edtoitvherdinodiesl:

[ Q. What should be the nature of this orga

A. Organization is the discipline of actio
arbitrary and artificial organizations. We
of a higher consciousness working to manif
[ Q. Until this group consciousness appears
true and right way, what should we do?]
A. A hierarchical organi zation grouped ar
obeying a col®®ective discipline.

Mot seranti dote to participatory disorder, al/l

compl aint often made by Working Groups) and
against Wor kidnige rGaroautpisc drsgaani sati on grouped
centre and submittidian tems sae ndadlall e cetgiuvad idiys cifp

i psoifnaota@a functional e guaakl iintgy. iThhinsa tdtiesrtsi noc
nat dirlallumi ned drasicdadeeprehe @se r at her thhaasme dst at
ones, is central t ot ltew | & reg amavkeiandge @ r s doenA s & <
anarchi st aspirations, suchiwihtaht epaacrht irceispiadteor
a voice, but Tpoeprehraaptse niont taa nvdoetne wi t h a hi er a
thosed bfumnned will é anddheatf wWeenocdemigiyhead
in gr@atnées name of equali®y, is thus sought

27Sri Aurobin
ZFull Repovwt
2®Guigan, 20%

do, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 25, 22.
]l e Retreath, 2607.5, Annexure 5, 64
B., NVhoi s 1$SedB1F orl de xi&nepaldeno uB|l @t s cussi on on

summari zed in Lange, 1939; Kraudee BOAS8toboand €Cawaman
This is an i nrpeosreaarncth each da ruenad eirn Aurovill e, to inform
el sewher e.

sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 12, 467.
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Whil st&Met eevr i s not i ncomp-mbkbhg wrobhemapera
consensus, it does not |l ean in that directd.i
preferences represented by a majoriyyavote
submi ssigoms tt oenlhiegbavendeédbtentatet he ti me, al b
i mportant shift, both in philosophical and p
a valid democraticyetegsane tadv amatienspetrrad i vegq i
il 1l umined minoakitnyg iwhedne cdisd aogir eements ari se
was a qualified vot &Ny ofmdeemoorfatisscembdd ess

Because men still i magine that I n order t

together in groups. 1t*jis the caricature o
Whil e none ca® rlepldeaes hMpt Hareal |y speaking,
problems in Auroville), the collective orgar
This is natwurally easier said than done: (i)
as egpn stemic matter, even i f i mpartiality an
matter, it may result in residents pbiacskeidng s
preferences, t huesm nbout sion tvriondgu diidofieg rparpoobel s ent a
capture. Appropriate organizational choices

t hdysnamic. We consider this in ParoAss®mbhyl i
and Wor king Groups.

A fllevrl egalitariani sm, i f we may call it
in material and social terms, across the boa
for their domai ns of exper teil op.mediehpg axfi Hii eersa
particularly the state of illumination of cc

rights to dictate collecti-hasedvpmehs , awdt hu
| deaMoltyh,er envi samgertha dwadl e mbd Vv gree cdoi gindiiepe si n €
authority of the il 1l umineertvhee tclogd ggamtdlodesds
their own preferences.

|l ndeed, the reason f@rcdmdt Autr odmmidas ias do Mol
as the cement on which polities effectively
one hand the natural tendencies to envy (a c
ot her, ctoonpeit et fon power omr tihmpoxse Vv grce i & reevre
intentioned (a common criticism of Hunbaenr al S

Cyc®ri, Aurobi ndo poonignttshetsoe tlhienefsu:it ur e al

But i f both equality and l|libhbhes¢e Veditsappgan

member of the democratic trinity, brot herh
that has some chance of survival as part o
Yet i s brotherhood the real key to the tri
of |'iberty and equality can only be achiev
it cannot be founded on anything el se. But
#We discuss this in Part |1 V.B inoksesemhloyn. to the pl ac

2Guigan, 2018, Vol. 1, 215.
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the soul ; it can exist by nothing el se. F
physical kinship or of vital association o

A deeper brotherhood, a yet unfound | aw of
r a perfect soci al evolution, no other ¢
proceed by the vital i nsbrncts or
d by opposite reasonings and ot he
n the natur al heart of man where t
s in the soul that it mdetpfrirnd it
o] our being, the brotherhood or, | e
or ment al sense of br o tfhoerrcheo,o dt h ea

ual comradeship which I s therexpress
y can egoism disappear and the true
an found itself on the true communi s
rit., the inmost self, the universal
re of diverse oneness it is to realise t
the existence of al?®, in the universal

Thus, Auriodedll eis to perfect the democratic
ineffable) state of Divine anarchy, with thi
vehicle. This is to be done by the aroimbn nat
practices) and a systiamsefpaefafti oinemtf d &mii il s
powdrozn the principle of enlightened hierar
coll ective disciplimni. Al so lbianrdeg ud o ,d eMati H @ rn ga
path to spiritwpalogardectvieSime | so&ksdawod probl e
ut opi anidprsoojredcetrs, i nscbtabtbhbesay,t hbstyadt vor cec
seddf eati ng ?Trhceo hdeirfefnicceul t, and yet wunsol ved
Aurovadtread tiamas@8lowdiedst o tr ansslpatrel ttuhad iadneaarl
through progressively illumined democratic f

What is the use of only knowing? I say to
thee into t#is human body.

But even when they see it, they have no po
and seeing i mpotence the world moves, ac
mu d d* e .

As we propose in Part IV, this needs to be
wor ki ngRecsfi ddednstesmbl vy and sel ection of Working
representative and feder @dAssdemlelsyt,ruwit uhi (gi
ordered and informed deliberation and (ii1i)
execution and monitoring processes. Proposal
fordmi ty CQ dyintatmed ¢ &esssieddebhievisi v e  &Aesssi eddebnl tys,
FunctionaAs Redddwntsl DECi t lye GWwsuenicli | §of Sac
BSteeri n@SB uGrroeunpe, § 6/a lsn winl Ta&kt PAsrsehdt §.

5Sri Aurobindo, CWS&A, 1997, Vol. 25, 2083

“sege fnoveaview of standaFdabbpe2ORbns4and replies,
25Srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 12, 471.

2%6sri Aurobindo (eds., Nahar et. al.), 2003, 32.
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di scussed at sever al poi nitasr esienfceort 9 9 ,n b uhti
streamline canlalke aitgi pe oxkeciseiadnt eat i on.
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E.ACOMMI TMENTRETSEARANNOVAT IAONFREEPROGREE&EBUCATI ON

Educati on, understood not ciompllyemiemt i t® 1 of

movemenavifdplagnovagdyge&ntoawl edge, vAialy obemtddoalant

Mot Bserl i fe .dmdsweti ke ogr ows heeopg!| ebshde FhaE@me pi r i

occupies pri me &GplcahcaxutrieanwiAlulreove | t e pl ace of

education, of constantagésmgrreskihnsehdadweybasth
of education imovARurtovisliplieriitsuat hexperience,

i denotfi ttyhe i nné&r bmamtgs -safpr ana l search nf amdk

througdts Itihfee ,pat eYpm&@ll tt h efatsediyd Mot tmars,t Awer cav i

t own f oirstsutduideisesand research on how to |ive

such that the higher qu&l ities have more tin

This yields a iilnlgaurl adsfl yAouurmodvoi nl ghagneteeda lone t hat

al | t:hea rceistty dedicated to reseacoght warcgosan

| anguageshin.laindvétihtaehr@alt, Aurovi shegafmaahbhl co

streams of knowledge mingli,nari hlifaatrpahbsart

infall igf¥peshli ame forward:to future realizatic
Aurovill e wanthbsettwe elme tthiee plasitdgen.d Taki ng e
of al | diAslcloveirs esveries, you know: phil o
sci entiitfaikcd,ngalaldvant ageofofaltlhedipacsaoaveries
from wwahis, totboldly sprify towards futur

The constitutional I mptihet dof vobmablf 9 e ekt ngso

AurovilleubFr mengd¢trghentDialvi ng hendrhwsmdm t he

commerce foomolfiobidc p,r omMaicd g @neatitda ywalsetda cat ed

ideal , i ndeed colnisvgpaonagsteendt es @ f wii tsle ptMedg niama n o

potenti al fadriaeni neeeatcboni nfr asdaaomnmnuruirtey s

l'iving that acdi sascowempyapgteungrbol ai ms:
Aurovill e wildl be a site of materi al and s
of an actud?! human unity.

Casting fharswagrlda,nc3 iwArud 0 bamael oa c&mmM@dmmtrdrey :or
The thing to be done is as | arge as human
the way wil/ take all human | ife for thei
not hiang eans t o t hem, nothing as outside thei
has to be taken up by the spiritual, not o
but the dynami c, the vital, the physical;
acvtiiti es that spring from them wil/| t hey h
may insist on a change of the spirit and a

"Guigan, 2»498, Vol . 1,

8Sri Aurobindo, GANSA108997, Vols. 33

°Guigan, 2»4B., Vol . 1,

0Guigan, 2»3@6., Vol . 1,
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A revolutionary reconstruction of religion

| ast inevi®able outcome.
The reach oft tehmnal idealysiss, iinnf i nittrei.unWrh t i
of <sealebneni ti ts warring avatar, the placement
seemingly irreconceixlpdmlreatstorng anvo tchferh weman si ¢

tertiary or aaltv aoclkey trescsbaptreimpoalatbahce, pl
technol ogy, potintnem@se castd wnethi as Apaovi bFeif
| i-dfef i rmi ngSpeaknhgtiodn.t he f ut urSr iofAusrcoiba mcds
writes, fordemamklad,)| eofmntdhcedwvege £tsi, vemnow push
that Aurovil deviealt a her ddndasihgni fi cance

Noonly in the one ynal conictesptgeomer ablutr eisr
Knowl edge, by what eveenrd sp atoh bietc oime fomlel. 0 wWNeoc
more remar kabltehasand heu gegkd setnitvet o whi ch mod
i n ddmain of Matter the conce@pftiloasgaage e\
which were arrived atn bhheaNadaphtdisdef enant
ot her hand, often revealcdrmteant sf udrdl ysiwmaeny
are viewed htn dHhtetdentedgw slcioyeri esd dfor moder n
i nstance, etxtpates\be danntwihci ch describes things

arranged by the univers®1 Energy in multit
Synt hesdzinnqalt hdbandhetehbesical i of Gt he mMmatsefiualdia
and applied forms, Auroville wasihousede#ti ag
orientation was ré@hat¢t eodu dmplelnsnyesssr eanidc o me s i I
i s, as heéresenhsespdafiehnaivdat mi €er ocosmaef i she
Aur ovinl IM&t Herundi?®Ayr iv iAsuidsoonid ie 8 doof i ptthiiosn s pi rit
exquisite research agenda for Auroville:
€ she has been creating abundantly and i nc:e
ma nsyi d e @ npehsisl o sampdh iceoss mogoni es and sciences
and paredisal | kinds of monument s, pal aces
communities and societies and religious or
sciences, psychic sciences, systems of Yog
arts spsirwarulad!l,y ,arttr ade $,t hien duissttr iiess ,e nfdilnees
each i1item there is almost a plethora of a
satisfied and is not tired; she wil!/| not h
for arastme for ine®tia and |lying fallow.
Nor doersddanicsur exclluyeotdhiesndiiepdl e Inleesc toufadt h e
pointer f&gorr eAsueraorvada hl Ifeut ur e
For the third power of the ancient | ndi an
austere and rich, robust and minute, power
curious in detail l'ts chief I mpul se was
»lSri Aurobindo, CWSA, 19 Vol . 25, 226, 28.

97,
2%29rji Aurobindo, GAWSA16.1997, Vols. 21
%3We di scuBsvMewbBepAurlonwdilad eanads concentrated microcosm
45rji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 20, 7
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founded upon a seeking for the inner | aw
al ways the possibil ity of conscientious pr
Nor wtki @l ¢tol ossal |l iterature confined to

Yoga, l ogic and rhetoripomeamyg @mammaramand ml
and astr omocmy nemtsr;,ebed al |l i f e, politics
from ptado nddamagi ngf,ouwrl laddempsliixghymemdown ever.y
t hat could be wuseful t ®vieinf e for imséenmnact]
practical side minutiae as the breeding an
whi ch Shhaads tirtas and its art, i1ts lapparat wse of
I n each subject from tthoe tlhae gsemsal laensdt nmorsd |
there pwasdedx t alelmsraanei n g, opul ent, mi nut e
i nt el |l ecotnuea lsiitdyee tGner e i s an insatiabl e cu
Itself in every detail, on the other a spi
desire of the mind to tread through | ife w
rhythm and measure. Thus an ingrained and
vital creativeness and gust of l'i fe and,
penetrating taeldl isgemnupea |l cumbiimed of the rati
mind each at a high intensity of action,

cul Bur e.

t et erse encapsal ae¢ sespr oiant AtohstviChsh ega arr i e s
ri d of possi imipleidaft eewxep li omrdaeteido ra sasci rnoi sl sa tdiinsgc
tabaoawnrds | eafpasnhasli ti onsi adead sa etpdkectessary
al i.Z&atei o mg etghni aleiatboyot f de bp aaAudroo@idées, @ear c h
ndswhaipceh ompeh be t hyeestetut $ede i aeemmibtod itadven | o u
t ri nmbenrtep,t Bercasali hgaotfti vities of Iife into
t lye vopistay@od i icaht ati on t o Ttahse wee sseulag gens tl ainnd s

e instituewtiisccn pdfpnagmelstiereesembaeddeadi earchi
ctor of activity in the <city across disci
teri al f oundé&t ifountsurfeorasAurroavtiilolnes and yet
rtiary rgerscavot her f carlalyd ngave atlemdwlsedge upo

16%°h

gl s0o this mWoté&Gmeher edh ¢ e mmbgo i ment of an ac

unGayreferesmdeitta atl heeslelagothievse nd v ittlhdeek e & h |
with deaetdopragtmsi g g ocveel rl neaantgi@w ed ahadtti oma y
resptoon gitehresi st encto mmulnsal o fb baasfrenidnigs har mony, i nj
unfre8dbobmAur obexiplaondasgaém f dotmuérati on to | ay
consiAduerrocily ¢ & le, a benchmark to meamsuwirhg yeéts p
to be done:
A society that |lives not by its men but by
a machine; its | ife becomes a mechanical f
Therefore the coming of a spiritual age mi
increasing number of i ndividuals who are
»%5Sri Aurobindo,2CcWwW®a, 1997, Vol.
»%6Gui gan, 2038, Vol . 1,
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intellectual, vital and physical existence
I's the real goal of humanity and attempt t
and to make it the [rTehceo ggnoiasle do egionagl] oaf dteheep e
a yet unfoudHd | aw of | ove.

t hd s h o dohfiemigl wa& nsi ngul ar |l y Maotphetthadndam etwa s k
rid toh#&enpbasmzdshe Charter, Dt @eamnaed Oor
ogressive syiseamren toliatedlueaps onl i,veorcoans adt
robemadap siunl abth ies st princigplreotdfi ngd uwcaant i boen t
t hout, yet all can be |l earnt from within.

I n gplhase, children would be able to grow ar
with their soul s; education would be give
certificates and posts but to emfich exi st

t her heesrpponwdaisngr t o the i nsttrounteonminae ricziaatli oen
bstitution omfattulreal]j fadgor extfhhieétedasgani mghas e owl y ng
fined met BrcsAofolHlhedessdtreasst bet ween t he
des oifn tvhhei ah mfeur ovi | | e wnosr ki otuhnadt, rpeomanitnisn ¢

Behind it all the hope of the race | ies in
which carry i n tsluébm etchd veeeadh dofpsay crhew deal

own being, wietmnh amids wiielhl adlme ordering of h
|l ife. The characteristic note of these ten
t he education andt ugptbrb eexqgda meg tfr awhagl y hd U rdr
er a. Formerly, education was @&Gnematlyr e inretcd
arbitrary grooves of training and knowl edg
the |l ast thing copbrdegedg aad hi sohamahy
compul sory shaping of his habits, his thou
them by the conventional ideas or individu
parents. The discober ya thbhhatnge dgsc adunmm no f mut sh
intell ectual and moral <capacities to their
the psycholoagyuof whe a@ehstdp forward towar
a more subjective gywstbhemaulszwet iitt sgtiillll rfeeg
object to be handled and moul ded by the t
was a glimmering of the realdievaetliopn ntgh astoud
and that the busi nesiss otfo beontahb | pea raenndt taon dh et
educate himself, to develop his own intel
capacities and to grow freely as an organi
into form |ike an ineéertepal astidc winaternihals. ¢
the true secret, whether with child or man
real psychic entity within. That, if we ev
more i f we calll i th ei ntemm dtelre off o rt dfger analrkt ha s e
itself take up most of the business of ed
capacity of the psychol ogical being toward

our present meamanimaaal awmide ve xdferlniafle r out i ne

%’Sri Aurob
%Mot her, 1

indo, CWSA, Vol. 25, 263, 220.
954.
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with them prevent us from having any exper
new educational methods are 8n the straigh

rovitlhltemsiked with the devel opmewt edodatir o
t hddohse mani festhaef rer @Pépgttems det &&ined i n
ucéaamonSri GABysbéemdd or Nada md apr e&Edtuiccaad oin
fetimes in the Sri Aur obiipnrdoov ildnetse rtnhaet ifoonuan c
i sWdr bear s ntolicéathdg thlee ef that eodthlaitnSd ii dAua
| 't batctkke eternal. cblkidng i @atnst lod ¢ ihwei Ipiazdati o
ks, for exampl e:

What was the secret of that gigantic intel
force which we see pulsating in the Ramay
phil osophy, in the supreme poeWhgf wabE, SC
atethbhasis of the i ncomparabthkhi pyditéehna swor k
opul ent and exquisite industries, t he gr
jurisprudence, l ogi c, me t aVphhayts i scusp p ot rhtee du nti
her oi s mabed nsmeInft of the Kshatriya [warrio
the unconquerabl e natWhoantalwavsi tiatl itthya ta nsd oeonc
civilisation second to none in the massi vVve
det aANilt hdDueata @gnd unique discipline invol vi
and mind, a result so Iimmense dnd wpard si st e
be an error to | ook for the secret of Ary
given i n tsheanod dunaisvherrasm ti es so fWea as the
must know what was the principle Wend basi s
shall find the secret of their success 1in

and its subtl|Imetalppds caft iiomt @lol ¢ ht€ual train

Threarri apgeytcthgi bailod hdtdhwec at i onal discvpbtaess

okexpl oomé m@dh huep mo dwearsn haigse i deal , as indeed t
@On Edugcatvh®mh t o be accomplisheduiraovit hkeeful ne
't is not our contention that the actual s
i n itsf eattowsmedle mand often made Mgnfyeofid | c
them are not suiteBut oi mpdieumdamwmgui alememnit s
time and its discipline can only be replac
di scisplcihnea,s Eur opean edluhceata bojne cdto ecssf ntoht e soef
has been to indicate the nature and psychc
out its essenti al relation of cause and e
anced®Htoawrtss. principles can be reapplied or
replaced by a still deeper psychology and

fit for sepfarate treat ment

29Srji Aurobindo CWSA, Vol . 25, 263, 32.

%0As the |iterature on the free progress method has be
Mot her, CWM, 2002 Vol 12, contains a serisesgegf six
Joshi, 19909.a; Partho 2021

%lSr i Aurobindo CWSA, 1997, Vol . 1, 369.

625r i Aurobindo CWSA 1997, Vol . 1, 378.
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A survey of Mot h@®reduaodatSir on apua Ddiicdeddglbitt, s ov art ih

mani f eish@rtowinl | e, is?®BeyehtdypuAus@wipldleal ,i mns
site for concentrated experiamemo sgirioaugpeso na ntdh
di sciplines dgods tl ielairmnatniggn wi t h ot hern say sstpe msi

of col | aboraantdi v empeoxrcthahrotglleyne arnedst esarmcrhb ngl d a b
of pedaqagipcsalckhmnd wiga dcgad t htaleedmayt s omfa di et u
comi ng ge€lmearsatiisonbso t&h yfdolru hPAludiornvg Idfe t he next
can secure its ideal si,anidn agowerr mdnee naneke dlos
Educatirore ttomdsea ahd theweoir hg. of btehgei nnse va tc oal
early age,t han dAua so vidaird remosr ceh caoplp r & pwnilsdayr @l yy a

pl ace t d hdei skcnoowel re d gie go fo u @utehzee sfO,UNdat i on on
edifice @futAwurevadffier ati on rests.

%sge for a perceptive essay o8ews ¢hii®mdAuwrgo binn ddai rlonvs tlil tel
I nternational ,Ed®WclaBt ifor Rehwoeaadabayx ht emakdleofsul | eefkbbobi en:
%4Sri Aurobindo, GWS5ALB989Fe¢alvbi Ayle 2M@atmae ikt hiaoit ndadhset
abclhil dren born in Auroville at the time were souls w
spiritu@aluti gaowth018, Vol . 2, 184.

83



PART |
THEVI S1 ON OFEI TME

A Form from far beatituc

Sri Au rSalviinda,

This Part dasutalcicnoeusn tMootfhesrpi ri tual wurbanism tc
provides an evolutionary spatial form in wh
emergence of a gnostic soc&ii@tyy,t oowencsunrisp:, dehvee
part of 1t &iedentawtled Aiualovi | |l e and not simply a <c

occur rSercde .dns Aus s gss pMdatirradarn g e me nt of t he c
conceptudéctzwmtundB.nes the history of the Gal
Aurovil $ecticokd a@ e® Motshem od hAurcoviyl tdhea€ar
and Sri GAuviodivmhealoadvent and progpbpessnbeEmpbea
probl ems @fgaurhked rbiascrhk,gr ound of the Perspecti)
Aur o®@i lalsgi rad pionist tadlSawrn b omf Dnct s, in this
@ | ephnanttsednraanerh,y -u dires ocsistcyi anmeng aeirggluanned

devel opmesectdie@msEshe stage for Pasrtenpli,r iwhal
devel opment across eight sectors as against

8 4



A .THEQUARTEGI TSKETCH ANDCONCEPT

Mot her gave a material manifesftatiyontranshats
a conceptivhk Gedkypghger pri mary i nstrument for
As there exists a bodys ogl dn,t eweatpurrcev idd es cau sssi
early conceptualization.

i The Constituent Zones

|l n Mét hdeersi gn, t he rca fdrye sheanst i fnagu rt hzeo nfeosu r Pov
Mot her, or the creative Force of the Divine,
the soul of the city, and a surr oumadhiankgal Far k
Resident imaheZpowarCil t umah al Zoknseh md l nternati o
(mahasanpaswateise zones are surrounded by a G
G nt er medoWer yl azyo nogest.v Met ber f or each zone in t
their @oocroggysestshe seven sectors in Part |11

(Early sketch of the &SiotuyGuelgaann,, d2altle8d, JVor e

The I ndustrial Zone isssustdenehgpiiagvnfeddtpamie

godowns, stores and Olstheidss téo t ®o mexrpiosre sgmoaoldls
| arsgeal e manufacturing. This zone represents
the principlesudfipeddughéeadet aif B8ed t he |1 ndt
into five sectors as foll ows:
There wild|l be five | ndussitde awh ezroen etsh e Shoinge
godowns, stores and sheds, wil!/ be built t
|l i ke handicrafts, bakeries, potteagfies and
i mmedi ate need. Also there wild.l be showroo
and guiding people where things can be o0b
schools to | earn handicrafts, of fices, anc
gar dens
[ EIl sewhere, She mentions: ]
'Guigan, 2®4#45. Vol . 2,
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So right at the very end, idnl ImalMena tlarqg

ceramics industrg.l Gmvtehea dtitearl esifdaec,t owe f
i s huge. A tremendous program.

So this industrial section would sl ope do
woul d bed andiom@gn mifaeeact!ly a harbour, but
berth), and all those industries with the
have a direct possibility of export. And h

visitors 2from outside.

|l t Gvobdearaloubrut anyway. Yes, the hotel for
to It ¢

chnol ogi cfalstecebwnadn hedd entiinybemmhOni cati ons,
nufacturing, aut omati onihasdkrmwatceywet enea wyryr
d naturally economic opportunities and sy
re availablanderthpengi mwpoditseoih, Mbolwewer ,
rplus generating commercial setup, rich an
wnship either through goods and services
roumgenyhmos i s an area 1 n vAsi ovMe Audrsoccwislsl @ nh aP
an I mportant and yet u n d@e cea cdoendo ngi uce sptri cofni |
dustrial Zone will l ook 1i ke.

e Residenftoral peZomlee ivho wish to stay in ¢
i ghdbur sonmpmdes@esndewitt hh od = relielgemesri ty col | e
using and other forms Grandgame i pghho yfseecs | | d

et®@his zone represents the force of Wi sdom,

progressive fraternity -liinvicldgs®t é&rudad rt desr it tal

comforts andacoefvieméenaest hetic senséaand c

marriage of form and function as a response

alienation, spAswMpt ugl i nesedet bouses wer e

apart ment sdweilndinwgi dwnailt s ,-r i @t ha m oiwn afnav ohuirg hc

diversity in the types, i @ wactchmatdneé®aau twy tihn t

simplicomfgrtable but without |l uxbury for | uxu

The Cul tural Zone is to host cultural acti vi

ot her disciplines of human endeavour. |t re

actualize the IsnptiergrtaulahYoagdee sl anfl & &et heti cs,

providing new forms to the spirit. 't compr i
éart galleries, studios, museums, exhibit:i
and so on. Musi ci ans, dancer s, painters,

2Guigan, 20a®., Vol . 1,

SGuigan, 2DL.38, Vol . 1,

‘Gui gan 2018, Vol . 1, 245

SGui gan 2018, Vol . 1, 245

5Gui gan 2018, Vol . 1, 207

Gui gan 2018, Vol . 1, 123
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And a stadium that we want
with the ibvdee ah a(danf oirdeaa llong
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uses surrounded by natur al beauti es. Th
eate few things

a school of phot og°éapthoy, prteeMiedvd sé ver yanfd
|l ented youth from al/|l parts of the world
reers. As th mo st effective means of é
mpr ehensi ve eries of cioautr lsrees @ rno deuvcetriyo n
nagement € o provide the material sett
i's great ventureontlae npldamMNeaovalHlos i Zomn ao:
ugh to include all/l the matgeple Arct mvi
ducti on; to house alll of the permanen
ommodate guest personnel and visitors,

d, health, educational, recreational an

also a gliding club é 1t will be

o O oo —

*
(¢

rium (the auditorium | have dre
n made), an auditorium with a <c
w It seems they make wonderful thi
tre stage with wings (a revolving s
e, a magnificent auditorium. There
ion rooms (not in the auditori um:

0, a cinemad@sghodd?ngticéue will be
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woul d have the Ol ympic games in India, her
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he sports are planned more for a possibi
hysical educa®ion of the children.

l nternational Zone is to act as a symbol
the worl d, a concentrated experiment al g
eFrsitgpresents the force of per f&cutiiingn a

Il nternati dmrealal c omi tHOmam midJypne t phostudetr her
ceptuaAn zlarnti emn atfi ondln UWnhiev eSrrsii tAyu r@En tnhdeo

a precursor to the ideal of the I nternat

s of the wvarious parts of the
all, not merely intellectual
' 'y i n habdiptas nan ch gc umssiiczurhep,t uar re
d deltysiacdalolny through natur al
tries andexbiobit Aoki sdooal dpéer

the cul't
ccessible
ut al so v
rchitectu

n

[
a
ports, I d

SGui
'Gui
pl an
OGui

gan, 2018, Vol . 1, 116.

gan, 2948, M¥bher 2menti onst d hdsst anl iamitb eda ril d verr s tais gt ier
for the Cultural Zone.

gan, 298, THWels.e a6 ewoaotls Mobherfr dihewa Horroczhounr e ent

I nternabitomal pi ctures dedifcatte dwhiochh Mateladrerg a wenohlr e ro v

UGui
2Gui
BGui

gan, 201 3., Vol . 1,
gan, 2008 ., Vol . 1,
gan, 202 8., Vol . 1,
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i n which al/l countries wil/ be represente
woul d be for evadrey imetdi crulwiutrle & oweédlalve a p
that <culture, built in a style thdat i s mo:¢
wi || exhi bt mobke mafpresentative product s
manufactured, and also the best expression
Its spiritual tendenci es. Each nation woul
i ntteres this cultural synthesis and coul o
responsibility for the pavilion that repre
according to the need, could be attached,

stad tammus enjoy the true culture of their n
at the uni rsity centre the education wh

v
cul tures th

1t
exi st on earth. Il n this way,
theorcal, [ he

classroom but practical

Beyond the f ouire pfroiuma ripnnteesrinmeesdeirasreyct i ng t he

described thus:
one [zone] for public services (the post,
station and if possible an airfield); one
the [Osudu] | ake and would includedacdairies
iit would spread to incorporate the Lake E
end of Osudu Lake]: what they wanted to ¢
Auroville.) Theéme as afiadur tphubdaarce s(lrvi ces,
suppliaensd the fourth zone: shops. We do no
necessary todgetrodhat. wdhdgnare IFike neigh
€ [In respons@itb thergeubstmodern shops |
to find whatoMotelreronree pmleieedds], Ther e wi l I be
reserved®for shops.
€ in the Lake Estate project, there was al
a |lot of talk about this, there have been
but themmd tahpayeledisdmts of silly little diffi
naturally @i ¢ hiopdetonpd vei IWlid | be only¥too gl ao

Finalhd yGraen Belt surrounding the city, appr

the current plan area, of fers a buffer. The

brochur éAueamtviRtelpeed t on a Township t dwlieclk on st

ment i dinssolaant i ng zone of great naturald®beauty

El sewhere, Mother mentions:
a school of agricultureithé@&rne dleagtn afaiagr iwg |
real liframiltotorchards, | a¥ge rice fields, ma

“Guigan 2018, Vol . 1, 44.

BGui gan 201BheVbhlifhe a4a6d@iti on&.and comments are Gui

¥Gui gan 2018 Vol . 1, 1383.

YGuigan 2018, Vol . 1, 114.

BGuigan 204%Q. Vol . 2,

®Guigan 2948, M¥bher 2ment ifoorsmatttbiosh iin & tearilni gro t he

Bel t .
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¢ fields, farms, etc?®, that were to supply

Wewer e not abl4¢engthodaser pywiiasnonoff oftott her C

but it appears that the space i s meant to se
the city with thesuwmdtmenoafnceagr iwiutlht utrbad rsemdi
second, to provide a protrctonves gioeedmbwrtd £a
cl eesmeat ur e, ecologically Vvebdaoapdndhreguven
research, iedruacvaa tiioomn iaandf orestry, agricultur
cyclical energy flows, with waste recycling

ii . Matrimandir and the Park of Uni
Closer to the centre, the Park of Unity surr

The Park of Unity will be divided into twv
Twel ve Attributes of the Supreme Mot her an
woul d | i ke to hailvees pveacriiaeltliye st hoef dfilifofweerresn t
t he nBi Cionsciousness. On the other side, tc
wish to have a | ake, huge trees I|i ke pal ms
cork trees, eucal yptus and many ot her beal
and rAsstpiion. When the | ake wil!/| be dug, al |
i n der to make it |l ook | ike a smal/l mo u n
ture there will be snows Bewebhitbnetnbéa
be small carved marble seats. Peopl e
stness ibheMMbhbaer Nafutbae mMultitude a
w

I 1 | &b eGarhdkee nslamderap[laes] a

or
i f u
w | d
t \%

>0 O 5

u
e a

the surroundings

ower s, trees, rocke®i es, smal | waterf all

é

fo
And finally, as the spiritual and maymboh!| ¢
of the futédeeseradl vbphumes. have béem Mdti hern
vision, specifications and stewardship of th
construction, eachiamgpiti wguild th&ier sewer aa
t he marvel t hat it i s. | ndhee de,x ptelme epowermonal
Matri mandir i swohradrsd; tiot cnaepetdusr ea ignr eat er | ang!

Our human words can only s
To thought she is an unthink
To speech a ma* vel i nexpressible

w h
a

We will therefore be brief, and note two poi

®Guigan, 2Da®., Vol . 2,

2’Gi ven our time constraints, it is likely that we hav
2Mot Berst atement that there will be snow in Auroville
anticipation of <c¢limate change, but only time will te
2Guigan, 2018,f vWoll. 2,

%Sri Aurobindo, GANSA662997, Vols. 33
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First, the Matrimandir is a symbol in every

paithhe walk to the Inner Chamber repr®sents
mar ked by the twelve Petal Rooms, and the Ga
practice i%T hteh gtuijdeuwr Meys.cent of | ight and il
descent of Grace. The symbolism of a | otus,
represents the bloomingsosymhel solheagolicerb
outer skin represents the Divine Truth. The
Mot iers aesthetic elegance, subtimahap @lkemane
its grandeur and behbbh#ibhggs poWwkumireptriecre,ntc
stil it epsaexsadretshwamid nt hpeatecti on of i ts exe
mahasaradwasticonstructi on, from X9r7alt etrani 290 |
coll abMbetawwveem an inspiring host of dedicat ec
architectural, engineering and organi zati one
resol ved tohmsrpitriame oinF’Tbewamdssumetgxcavation
manuall vy, by intrepid Aurovilians and ot her s
with matter. Il ts conceptudabi zadacbhbnpwapl a 6tha
escaping from the world or ignoings ittr atjheactt
from the humble origins of a degraded, barre
is a symbol of the possibilities of work. I
concentrated Force enbtodi®uwbdtni tautmaotneraofalr iotl
credal adornments with a practice of concen
experience rather than a credal religion. It
and solitoldeof sdanamimbém in silence. l'ts (ori
work and dedication as a gdaheéefucatiom fidrs
carrying the soil of various nations and cu
held in its surroundings, still under constr

power of Gr ace.usAtse dAnthils Kiiplaen,ofa tthhre earl y d.

Each zone must be in relation to the spiritual centre of the town which would
dominate the architectural ensemble and serve as a constant reminder of the very
reason of Aurovillés existence. Thi&anctuary of Truthanddhrine of the Mothér

amidst gardens surrounded by a lake, would be the point of Unity upon which the
four fundamental aspects of activity would conveiye.

®As Professor Joshi saidlesarcicetsison oot hasCBaimgas ot e dH

the concept that has been i mplement@ui,gam,e 2AMES, gVvo ld.c

®Sege for exampl &, iPsofgdd § ad Ho JwisThvéd, lome o@a rtcheersse dfi nes
n

Matri mandir, . d.

2’This wa®& Mesbage at the .stGuritgaonf, e2x0tk8vmdViodmt etqir i2 3P5a.r
the engineering and architectur al di sagreements amonog
t odge f or Guxiagnph e, 2084, Vol . 2,

2%Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 260

2®As Mot hdrn nprtiedci ple not for visitors, reserved for

The first condition for those who want to go there is
be admitted in the fukFstapéacetheéy s$hewvlkedabe deubtred
doubt ful presence should not go. | f there is the slig
be known for toGei gagqualO0Ot8caVolons2, 389

%¥Set hna, 1992, 10.
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Matrimandir is thus a complete symbol of Aur

Let the Matrimandir be&Gtaspiiatnghsfymbot he
l't is |Ilike the Force, the central Force of

Second, this symbolism can guide the devel ocg
out ami dst di vergent architecturé&al vinmsoideen ;s te
acquisition of I and was a challenge overcome
the physical | abour invéAvedvihidanws damad svioffl
engineer s, archité&costaadtexs eandl vekpateer
men and women of wvarious natiwmiafliiegd esyvenna
di sagreements in a common endeavour ; t he or
constructi on n(faosr neids cuuss)s anmatss a sy mb ol of how
and the problems* that can derail them.

I n that spirit, as on®Madismasdiant i $snai glhtdfeu
probl emuiofdicng ywere solved ther e, ONioft omlly w
its history, but the continuing Presence anc
at mos,phr@ee ol ve probl ems Auroville faces pres

| take it upon myself t3 make it into
The Matrimandir is directi¥y under the
ii i A Symbol for the Future

The description of the ®hyssicah @ambovéebbabucl
symbol for Aur o’(Moltlhee,r aelxspol aa ngsu atrhtee ts.i gni f i c :

The dot at the centre represents the
The inner circle represents the creati
The petals represent th¥ power of exp

'Guigan, 2018, Vol . 2, 221.
2Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 154.
3¥As Mot hefhel okt eidl:di ng of the Matrimandir now requires
inside and outside Auroville. The help of specialised

ent husiasm and faith of thapi AucodAslt waohapbbsi nePassatlyy
reluctance towards extemmadlo dxpemtfiogeneiGu bygeawndin 10 hBe s :
Vol . 2, 282.

“See LoHMmMeBrB,dnri napcounyg; 2Mdj7udbdar ,

®Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 261.

%¥Guigan, 2mBO8, Vol . 2,

% n a generous gesture, the Government of India accor
Aur odainldl e ts emblem under the Emblems and Names (Prev
note below, is one of many instances of Government su
grants account for apmgprotdsomaantal oyn sSRZA% 2an 1eX%X 2 r nal
Guigan, 2018, Vol . 2, 273.
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Let Auroville be the symbol of

a progressi

is a unity of aspiration towards the Divi
consecration®*of the entire |ife
Il n summardsy,viMoitohneri s:

(i )Constituttompalovides the basic architec
spatially.

(i1 Yastit i's comprehensive across al/l sec’
industry, farming and ecol ogy, arts and
planning and rur al outreach, politics a
transfor med.

(ii 1l htegrial i s aesthetically inspired, in W
and ur ban parfdblremsn,g lainfde power ful , and
execitepnesenting the four pdwmere ofhamnh:
a city, but a collective action to mani
opposition.idn aestbheeatuitciaflully enl i vening

hi gher f or m, t he suprar atiiao ncalt asb edaeudti yc.
hbas mbmilanss edr r an

t he de$ cekmtowl edge.
compl exi ty.

bt

(i vyrbanit -denaibhiygbroject, with all the tr
an evolutionary spiritual ideal to | ead
(v) Cosmopolitans a uniquely international
nationalisms, a mel ng pot of diversit:
(vi ppec:i fiitedi s detailed and specified to a
go), with a range of projects clearly i
measure progress ltlbday, as we do in Pari
(vi Execuwtriicemtasd®oh dedl| i ng of the early exe
of spiritual idealism and pragmatism. |
®¥Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 319.
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worwd@ahpractical di scipline for its rea

uni que, a fogiezadhnaeggrfeogatmd el sewher e.
(vi Pl ayful and daxpeirss mpuwsghailng for i nnovat.i
solutions, without arbitrarily rejectin
given discussions duringgjlowirt testeauche¢cg
ol emi°’Asi Mot her remarked in the early d
today pe@d@hppsty, i menshave too |ittle sens
have gr&@at Wwomde®f ul remedy.
't is, imnedseresnad, oG oifd&Sali: Aurobi ndo
We do not want to rule out any activity of
i ndustry, society, poetry, | iterature, art
soul and *“ new for m.
A city dedicated to the realization of the
affirming amdacemmurtalout parallel. One conc:
and overseen in its early execut ismagkbtgivehe I

mor e so. tAlue oMioilseersipsi ri tual gi ft to the worl

Sri Aurobindo and | have concentrated this
perceptible as a very concrete perfume whi
itreceffve it.
*

“Guigan, 2»4@., Vol . 1,

“Guigan, 2D84®., Vol . 1,

2Srji Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 4, 362.

“Guigan, 2®»4B., Vol . 2,
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B.THEGAL AXRL AN

Mot tse rpil tame geouiatryt es ket ch andivadrae edr asmpsicatied .
archi taemdt wr dlacoptepnibyg the French architect
She noted:

| al ways felt [he was] the man for this pr

Now | have my plan of Aurovill e; I am wai't
since the begiRomgiemg wl | hatheandlied ahahet wcitt
Roger ¢é And wéén sthe wc dimens myl pl an® then he

Il n this section, wed oe@aildliwec Mol &dleor atnido PAn gle
concept

i .Early Planning and the Gal axy

Anger was appointed in March 1965, and firs
barren and unproducti ve, i n SeptMombdwert ho fant h a
ei eplatge report outlini AGhki stpprelviemi mdr yhi msr @
phased devel opment of the city, with 10,000,
20 and 30 years respectively, with a resider
accommodation and an average 05005parcce®qmodH
&ery reasdhlibs efif ggue ewas changed three mon
maxi mum ceil ing .©OMNM SNitEYOr i mdtaebd it ant s

The town is planned to reach gradudlly a m:

Similaflystt omfst 298 amakes <cl ear :

At its final stage of stability, Aurovill
should per mit a harmonious fhasncbeeni hgxet
from tHe outset.

We consider the question of densities bel ow.

ti me was focussed on the identification and
IN)B the design and constructi os c olpeertehn)e aMvhadt r
the concept or design of the city itself (wh
“Guigan, 2928, Vol . 1,

%Guigan, 2DasB., Vol . 1,

%Guigan, 2018, -4Wel re1,y ®hiHangb@dti on of the original
““Guigan, 2D3a®;, NVb| .388. There is some historical wunce
Mot her &mreAvMagje? dd2a36:i fty thousand, it Hasknadw awhsy bleen
woul d have given a number. I f she had told me 10, 000,
20, ®O0®Recol l ections may vary with time, and as not all
verify this fact with certainty. I n any case, this 1is
Guigan notes thfatJulhe ZthrveIdytirser oo d of Mother speal
in Auroville. Though it seems obvious that she mentio
there i s ®Mdlohirsechaes ofoti tsskemapprbeesorteear!l aer in De
guestionnaire with proposed answers sent to her by Gi
original documents in their entirety, so this may req

“First Masterplan, 1968, 2.

94



On March 8, 1966, a year after his appoint me
presented to Mother two Iictohmecesptt ada goahleampldae | s
concepts.r eApsor@usi gan

Mot her d@ej ¢ abcgondceerpt , which is not based o
town, and acceptibebwblochebptrtedi ght he based
of the town and whose road network is bas

town ii*% 3 km.

The NebuMat Bémsymbe®l transl ated into an urbar
the centre, radiating out from which are f ol
l'ine / path (the ring). From the rinlge faamt he

the periphery of the city. The fou®, ipower .U
and the twelve outside represeMothertwetoed

her appreciation for the Nebula model two da
Yesterday, I saw only the plans and model s
just as | wanted them to be €é | talked wit
al | his plans of acti®%n and work which are

A month | ater, on Apri/l 23, 1966, Mot her int
And the remarkable thing is that | simply
i f he was interested. Then he went back to
old formation, which | myself had | eft asl

“Guigan, 2D448., Vol . 1,

VSeMot CeWM2002, 3Wo.l . 6,

"Guigan, 2D4B., Vol . 1,
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i nteresting. He rdetc eciavneed altl, ahte osnacied, tlo sneee
by something, and in oné& night the whole t

Mot her here is referring to a formation of a
in Paris. This was not manifested but recor
formati on& dNetdd Amagept |, and the associated r
Ang®erreceptivity (which Mother explicitly ac
ot hers who report in such inspired experienc
al omM®t her al so notesighd rdemtdr,i Pitkis o ®s iBgasA
not es, contemporary t eBrtasmoathys kihnaddi ctahtee sv itshiac

Nebul@atamd very possible that Roger&themadcar
net wor k ®ns Mahtinbkri t her&dcappr oMat hef both the

net work, a@®dathgsmmdgemwi th her ideal, is cl e
Anger, however; ifnecumgdk otmed rsyt rodi gthte Nebul a pl
mi |l ita®yhcstidessatisfaction | eds pficod dae dnotroe idt
Il n early 1967, Anger present edt Wkbatchreors Bwiutcht uar
Model . This is an iteration of the Nebula (\
and Edayanchavadi), with the cawryvywmhaole, omodih
to match the more dynamic curvature of the m
of the circulation network is similar: an in
l ines between the @lre manythenemsddliade(Ot mae ciir
spirallingcbet ohnotthbeperiphery. The Macrost |
Nebul a. Anger also reduced the diameter of t
o0 that theaf untawree tcoi tdye voed eospn odWCo o pi dér athies
of displacement of the vill agepl areimng o WwWhive
to bring i nt& rdeonuabRko g@uhi &Ftalnaxy concept/ model
conceived in Paris, France wi tshofuet® faunrya ncyon s
rat e, as we n®tappbedtvoa ™Mbt hee Gal axy Model

objection.

2Guigan, 2018, Vol. 1, 152.

l'n commenting on Br asl| awstkbihe alhS SaR,c hMattehcetr wh o phe sc ofnonre
together of the American and Soviet factions in Aurov
representative tdéd amiacrteao om A rmpotiitbkemgpe ewomuaE h of Mo
thinking, and it i s i®ntpeorteesnttiinagl ttoo dcaoynsi der Aurovill e

We r eloyt heerfur oviogd U emarAwuhriowdd | e Archives, 2022.
Guigan, 20843, Vol . 1,

%Guigan, 2048, Somil ar|l &, pMasieoatdeéymanmno UNESCO in No
records some | imited 1886a6ures of the site. Heymann,
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We could not | ocate any records that speak t
any case, as the Auroville Archives not e:

Finding that the two massive building m e
[pr ecutros otrhse L i we geenocf| oFsdflientge Jit Geeentdiitr t oo much
Anger and his team continued?®developing th

Finally, in early 1968 (before the inaugura
Banyan Tree, having been identified but the
decided (which wicAwnlgde rh ap peesre nitne daRplt ) M@ d e wi t Tih
model is a further iteration of the Macrostr
network, which was received enthusiastically

(An early model ofSotuhelGrbaklihyd2®PIANchilYEéS,

SAuroville Archives, 2022.
Ni ghtingale notes tAtrso wiolilnea vTaniml asythtee rAwir eow i Wil teh we b p a ¢
Auroville Planng ng026d Architecture
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It conceives a spiralling, circular movement
uniquely curvkeidghihesl oWw fioseedenactgnbuat dn
the galactic movement, WwWiMoh htelre sMatnreidmad hai 1Ge
to signify her approval, womolvetmeetaddi tniedrud
already exi s®whiinh theemostmosi,ndi cate that th
with the natur al movement of the cosmos.

Ciconesi and Ciconesi, who played an i mport e
reflect back on that ti me:

The foundation stone of Auroville was laid on 28 February 1968, in the presence of
some 5,000 delegates. Youth from 23 states of India and 124 countries of the world
placed a handful of soil from their state/country into a maeteld urn shaped like a
lotus buddo mingle in it without manmade divisiolsn a symbolic gesture. It was
during this ceremony that Aurovifie Charter was read in different languages: foreign
and Indian. There was great expectation of buildiffge City of Dawi@ érhe City

of the Futur@ The groundeality was a barren plateau of red laterite earth with a few
palm trees, peanut fields, deep canyons caused by erosion over the years, hardly any
skilled construction labour, sleepy little villages, where bullock carts, sheep and goats
lived amiably, braing dust storms, the blazing scorching sun in the summer and
monsoons where the sea became red from the water runoffs.

For Roger Anger (1923008), the French architect, was invited to design this city
sometime in 1965. Having been trained in the finalfastera of the original Ecole

des BeawdArts system, an understanding of architecture as a plastic art had been
instilled in him. It was this penchant for formalist composition that would come to
define the iconic vision for Auroville.

The extraordinary Galaxy masterplan of Auroville that evolved from a sketch made

by The Mother in 1965 has been an inspiration for many. It came at the right time:

the youthful idealism of the 1960s was strong and change was in the air: the hippie
movementthe studentsrevolution and the heroic period of the Modern Movement

was coming to an end. Young people were searching for new forms to embody a new
consciousness ¢é [l1t] ré&flected the zeitgei

The following was Mothd&s inaugural message, in French and English, read out at the
Inauguration on 28 February, 1968. The ceremony started with Mother reading in French a
welcome message and then the Charter. She was in her room in Pondicherry at the time and
the message and the Charter were broadcast to Auroville by All India Radio. Thereafter, the
Charer was read in sixteen languages. During this reading the soil from 124 countries and 23
Indian states was placed by chosen youth representing eaate aula raised marble urn, next

%Ciconesi anddl2Ci conesi ,
Maj u nmdmi273,6 .
81Ci conesi anodl2Ci conesi ,
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to the site for the Matrimandir, as a symbol of human unity. The vitality, hope and promise in
the photos from the inauguration shine throfrgh.

T8 -
l | l ng._.“-h = .\*- “": (‘"
0 Y Taro > el

SW Op W‘V/é—- “Greetings from
& Loges éd W Auroville to all men of

e borne yop £ goodwill. Are invited to

. Auroville all those who

Sont Cone2Ls o Wﬁ thirst for progress and

lozes Lewy /ouz_ ont” Toer- o aspire to a higher and
s o7 ; 2= sesee truer life.”

%
:

(Source: photos and copy of Motéemessage fromhgtps://sri
aurobindo.co.in/workings/audio/auroville/index.t#m

The Galaxy Model TtwvasthkRubdest xiedn lowidrdken oond aendg
July 1971, when Mot her rotated the Gaml axy |

suggestion. Thi s was done to accommodate t
Il nternati onal Zone, as money for the project
yet the |l and for it in the origiaaguioedul at
We may note&Ghame GMoagpddrabor ati ve et hic, Spece
urgency (completing the work, with four ite
and work on the Matrimandir), whil da maint ai
which wei molRaitdelkl | . A, i n relation to the sl

pl anning disagreements sGBnteust@ddtheedpgewd ofioft
pro®) ectwhil st natur ailbiyl intoy, ar enauikrees ods i tnd ad

2For a beauti ful recor dseef Majh2dd&a®,ugur ati on Ceremony,
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https://sri-aurobindo.co.in/workings/audio/auroville/index.htm

Vi
S0
e X

ASs
k e
e X

ews as her chosefAt nsariumentpdiont $ hes wer &d

me cases, on the issue of the design of M
ampl e, she notes:

|l told you already that | am waiting for
the beginning of September and we hall d
explain to him what | want %nd things wil!]|
Now | have my plan of Aurovill e; Il am wait
since the begidRongienrg Wi |Hawpee asnadiedl,a halviet ave ti t
Roger é And wéédn sthe wc dimens myl pl an®® then he
And it will be a small building, not a big

with columns and pr o liparbol bgh bac ycu srec ull aam slheagve
for Roger® to decide).

It is Roger who wil/l |l ay the first stone o
[ When aVhlked, s the beginning of§ tMet hceornst r
replied:] Nothing can K% said without cons

ii.Features of the Gal axy

basic constituents of the Galaxy Model h
ep our di scussionAbroeflianT®@®Byanide O 9|
pl ained the concept as foll ows:

Mot her had given a couple of parameters: t
zones, and the number of people for whom
di [ i i those four zones (industrial
uni o precedent in town planning.
ar cts and town planne
s e stages, and final/l c
Mo phddaby her as a plan that answere
he work. When | talked to Mother
already exists in a subtle | evel, t
salrly itto g¢gown, to make it descend on
zones, which ar é&riordtnee csaecendtdeditbu
d the Matrimandir. From the Crown,
nfrastorfuctthueene.arSeome&ccompanie€dséy a s
i ngs, whi-ccahl dciodhesst i@tfuatBes chéei aslo f or t he
city and for the integration of all
ed. On the contrary, the city is sti
h the dail y tehxep eAruireorva d iaannds .r bPAyptahrm o fr
t hi g

T <
%)
o
]
S
~—+

5 © =

C T O OTITOm oSO

rs, started to 1
Y, t he Gal axy

c
~+ D

—TDoOCO T~ O
7))

,
00—~ —

>

OS>~ —™cCc T 0 —
©OcCc nw>Q — 5

n PP°s flexible, nothing is

8Again, we di ds npear ssamualy aAmgleirves, which may |l ead to

Guigan, 2018, Vol . 1, 119.

%Guigan, 2DaB, Vol . 1,

%Gui gan, 2003, Vol . 1,

Guigan, 2028, Vol . 1,

Guigan, 2D3®., Vol . 1,

®We could not |l ocateSee Agirwealti 3dpmd atxlye Comtc@pet dew. t he C
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|l nsofar as the basic constituents of & he Gal
unambiguous approval and natural flexibility

a.Mot BerAppoafovtaHe Gal axy Model

The Galaxy conce®dt qtainthyst pt @as Mot bephysical
i denti fi ed &z oennitnhgu.s iMaostthiecr r ecepti on of t he Ne

t he Galaxy Model and appreciative comments
O e6Some have Motgeerdi ghatur e, and short C Oomme
signify an approval cast in stone today. Thi
order

First, as Anger points out, and the Mother r
plane, waiting to descend: her approval for
with (perhaps even inspireorbpanttbacassgketli e
t hfforom the Gal axy Model caMoi Bsrvs gi oint waanld
represents in this key area i s notijsestveanne

with the best of duatsentiodmay, buti ode that C
descent of aas hdiepfyhemre df Telm &n gtleglsft Amgrey descri

design process that |l ed to the Galaxy Model
I f the Galaxy has a force, it is because s
this Galaxy is in fact Her reali zati on, H
persomallyybeing a ®ind of instrument.
Whil e dogmatism i s t o be avtooi de d x patanrdg iomiga s
circumstances, adherence toiwhieclkbowe musucta
tbe thoroughoagldtmnmetbia choice made |lightly,
alilmportant architecitius aheimohueérd @dgnbetri cci tnyo
plasticity. Rather, as we discuss below, it |

for the futur e.

Second, shAnogéetripyr easfetndgrat i om @10 ®Bpbei pl ad968, M
photo of the galaxy (of &Gtensjcab® t phhedd Model
represdntd@owdmenti ng on the photamd Myt lkexnt eme
the identiidaV@®We®dmdy note here t hast asgoemea ta rtgh

time of approving the Galaxy Model must be Kk
advisors and instruments rather than making
does not TNot Bemattemti on to detail and preci ¢
of earlier model s, i Agampgid nddedpn Mot oateed aint
mi schievously replied to this objection at t

“Maj undmi273, 8 .
“"Guigan, 2»843., Vol . 1,

101



You see,dMbhber sag, Gl dg,0 sohuet daonggs nmerce anyhe

mor e, sthekno®swlmadBgt oh. kekogoiwhgthawe ot her
ways of see?ng! (laughter).

Third, as the figures below demonstrate, t h

which Mother admired in no uncertain terms.

with earlier comments on the Nebul

a concept.

”?Guigan, 2®1@., Vol . 2,
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Il terations of the Nebula Concept, | ead

“Nebula” model ; Its road network

(Model of tISeuNeBGuRGap, dvadl).

-—— -
\
e oA
-~ NCA -
MA@ -
n/ -~
. Ay
RS 5
M b
\ /e
“Macrostructure” model Its road network

(Model of the MacrostructSoueg cBodgha, wvalh. i1

181)

‘Galaxy’ model Model of its centre area

(The Gal axy Model, 8&popdraG@umd@a,

@Bo2h.h el ,c en't
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Some doubt was raised during owirrcelsatarcm nd
in the Galaxy model in contrast with the Neb
withoutés Moxphreess approval. Wesweeesonahl ablteh
clarify whether the road network of the Neb
Model , waani fe xtphriesss detphairs ucenclHowieovrerrseems u
records we werse hfewrllodv et dhethpdew.! And | uci d su
design process notes:
Model s made of the Galaxy Plan in the firs:s
any road network at all. This is because t
gener al massing and | ayout of buil dings. E
are lwdohwe made the Galaxy Plan so iconic, e
people from all over the world to come he
these models do not have the detailing to
as soon dshAsegéeamnstarted to develop the
became obviou® thatctuthei Gal aerywork is desc
and Macrostructure Pl ans. Seeing this prog
Nebul a, Macrostructure and Gal axy Plans |[s
the Gal@Gxgi Ptahati on net wodsk Sysnbblasedi b
dy na@mpd o d3i t !
|l terations of the Circulation network, demo
t he Gal awiyh tMordeedds or paths in the first
B“Aurovill 0RR2chives,
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(Top transition from Macrostructure to Galaxy designs, emphasizing the circulation network.

Middle, layout of the circulation network of Galaxy Plan, 1968, emphasizing the circulation

network.Bottom, comparison of the basic circulation network of Nebula Plan (1@&pand
Galaxy Plan (1969jght). Source Auroville Archives,2022)

The combtit wmeledhymade | succesaitvens of the symbc
Mot hleerad to the r eassohegplplreovean dlhues icoinr ctub aatt i

circles, including the Crown, with four pl us
of t hGa lfavayshsdubs edaiteawtdn hgby besgem isnn | ight
approval of the c¢ctdrculation in the Nebul a.

“We carmendtag GAndgiesscussion with Mother on the need to
the Galaxy Mode&AnoAhger ésmggeshedl|l thy, | éslst €ed mnuantsiyv e,n
to which Mot herds npaolilntseidzley erleepdtireidc,al |y powered vehicl
kg at a spedGuoffabb) RoABbhbusoseetms f@8lindicate that ro
function are part of the Gal axy Model, but as with ot
mobility planni ggus tathad rtoeape hgbeyohdt he aesthetic anc
seems to be whether the Crown and Radi@tbanbarternygs c
(roads +). As various architects, planners and mobil:
provided by a road network and the urban artery are n
be in line wiehtshéyl Amgeedweommve studiidgide Galgaxy ngsea
Model is a cnrcetptmenordtelt, o idnswer al&sl otuhre tgauseks ttioo ntse ass
soluti odAss fwreo moitte. bel ow, it demands creati®e soluti ol
caution thatowmecompltexmodspects into |&westmEBmeyenhmann . de
Aur owebp@&mea sing the bar on a@d®20.ity and urban planni
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b.A Framework with Flexibility: the

The Gal axy Modéls sxmes@ipfciit @s atdhdriga on Tittohe he p

Crown, twelve Radi alPR amahosctheukiyed eafveBonpe
deci sionsiinlta mdymmames and aeidthlee tniecal Ifyori i
and organic devel opment, which the Masterpl a

approach e¢mkeodioe@d ifmamework of the concept a

The relevance of the Galaxy Model has ®&al ways
devel opanengaxampl e, Mr . Denino, member of the
Sever al respected experts and groups withi
to prepare this DDP over the years, and ha
Pl an to ground realities ¢é& This wildl t her
sitmaadaiong with the projection of future s
initiatives, my understanding é is that a
adaptation was discouraged and eventually
t he narli gGal axy plan must stand unaltered ir
takes no account of the five decades that
formufated.
Over themgehmsye €reative objections to the
conceptualizations. Ot hers have pointied out
particularly as regards to existing developn
area, environment al hot spots and othefi const
suggesting suitable modifications or changes
exact transl ati on. Thiet hdiavirdersgearaef ovfitews Dbfl

spectrum.

c.A Middle Ground

Resolving the |l ong, fractious debate on the
going ftoo waordk towards some sembl aintcoe aovfoi un i
further delays. We consider tmhings ngsstediesP:
point. Unfortunately, in our conegbdtdpbasni

an@ntirely or géanhiicc hd esveeelmoepdmetnot ,carry currenc:
to obfuscate the ddeegamadgrRegpmnaent ofl n htehi29,15
reconciliation in the foll owtagkeétepmant Wen ci
roadmn Section D bel ow.

that the Lines of Force offe
si e awadscee budWwyi mgrsage ment
21.

Bt is wo
efficienc

rth noting her
i S
*Danij npO0 2%

t e
e soci al cohe-
e,aMapg umdar, 20
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Milestone I:

Develop a connection between the galaxy plan and ground reality.

Most critical challenge

Enabling conditions for this to
happen

1. Willingness to have a flexible
approach from all sides and the
various stakeholders.

1. Identify the essential features of
the galaxy, categorize the
topographical features to be

retained.
(SourFawd | Repowt]|]l e Retreat, 2015, 5.
The two positions aGael axyt pdmtna gpornoivsitdecs:, tth
understanding, a flexible mould, that <can be
in that enterprise are naturally aplenty (as
Gal axy agnarn oi cvietadtei, rather than an i mposi:
to be in theslsgpithai t albdr aMtod rhye r o f experi ment a
creative senti ment s reflected, with a var
' iterature and fimamaiwso rdki 3 and ss igaredc.d esthfedred ta i tl
mani festation, which requirewekhergreendndean
in a ephaayThe oFull Report of the 2015 Retreat
We build Auroville with the
galaxy as an urban design
concept while ensuring
sustainablq development
We must built The galaxy is g:z:gff:s::fczgc;::‘ e
3 Auroville as per the outdated and we priets
| lan. need a new plan. : y/ronnlwent, ‘co‘ntemp Y.
GRRNY 8 e P insights in building
technologies with low levels
of embodied energy and
urban plans that create a
regenerative town.
(SouirFawd | Rapowt]|]l e Retreat, 2015, Anne
This integrative approach has been a Tonsi st
given our disciplinary Il imitations in wurban
five voices involved at vai dsanmdinmgt, s Aamge r G
Revi , Doshi, Nightingale and Heymann, who po
First, this Geemsert ot brediAmgeosf t he Gal axy
Wecoul d situate Auroville at the opposite
contemporary urbanism: in our wurban conceyg
however intelligent the conception may be,
the citg. aplpreachhis reversed: people | i ve
experience, their living conditiord’s and en
“"Danjn®021 (tDaann@snloati on i s
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Speaking in 1968, when the MaempbkBasibeedre m
need for o6t he mMdste pelvedtuitd ofnowoeniuhithanée,b bdwnof n
the macrostructure:

wi || be a totally wunprecedented
ur al experiment which, as with al
s, but | acunae in man's urban con
Ve, an evolving town, full of m e
growth does not refer to the nun
y sand, but to an evolution of the
eathd al so of iIts genius. This is why t
the urbanist's viewpoint. Here, by th
morrow's urbanism: giving the town Db
drosugh a macrostructure that hape
t $t1 eu
e

OQ""S

®5 3 —~—~9Q

T O 3 o

S
i on. Thenyaplkhst aamolwith ®maboost
changed, modified according to the
ilvs dudrbani sm cannot b ee nsdeepdar art eldi tf e cotnu
i on. Both are striving after an enviror
A macrostructure, | ike a mountain, ca
an arorfansgpeanteenti nvol ving an underworl d o
ctricity connections, main circulation
ur al or artificial climatic conditi ons
rostructueeergtposgtbeocemhes possi bl e. C
an outer skin, changeable and plastic so t
suddenly be altered all along an avenue by
an approayxhone ttthet owmill | all ow an evolutior
a given space. The clothing of the town m
destrfction.

Q —T»wWOoO TSP TS ™S O o
< nwWosS -

- O

3
®
o

Second, Nightingale playfully notes:

| f s h[eMot her] wanted us to build something
the first Grid Model . 't would have been f
a nightmare from a pl& nenxiancgt Ipy itnhte opfoivn te.w, |
gualities and amazi ng &de pbteh ntgo aistk,e dwh ioc he xi
should be collectively going as high and
would | ook today, including al/l t he ecol og
been ntahdee mefdnt i me.

Similarly, Majumdar quotes Legrand, a member
The GalGaxbje cmmder st ood just as another fun
pl an bheasuntdoer st ood as | ife and as a tool to
that , even the best plan wil!/ become a ser

but not the city of the future %¥hat the Ga

Next, at a presentation given to UNESCO in t
mont hs after Anger presented the Nebula pla

“Anger, 0=106, 1968.
®Aurowiebp@mpd sing the bar ponangmoi®i@2i0ty and ur ban
Maj unmdmi272,6 .
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we
co

| comed architectur al di versity, and atte
nceptions whilst maintaining the original

We are working on a second version now bas

Here the four zones are expressed more cl
supple and dynamic plan has dominated this
f

mi

architectur al ormdb.i |l Thyg poojeencsturbkad ot he
characteri Paral $lkdye we have made architec
defining different forms of construction a
€ To integrate the buildings with the gr o
Aur ov Uhtlye Diversity. Il want to insist on
their variety naturally, through hundreds
construction. Their wunity was assured by n
stylesAufFovill e, the application of a si mp
variety bethaoanwliéedodutoa( backnoPacbsrdnnat

Alternately, the construction of the whole town by a single team of architects will
bring a $rong risk of the opposite: a uniformity that is mistaken for unity. The
difficulty consists inintegrating as many brains as possible without losing the
original ideas

For problems in general we propose the following solutions: creation of a
macrostructure constituting artificial floors, supported by a very large web of
anchoring points. It is on these hanging floors the building couldtbgrated in a
frame already structured and could be built by many architects. This macrostructure
should minimize the cost on transportation.

Here are some advantages of this system: 1. The urbanist as an organizer of life is
free to use 3 dimensions and can think in volume, even regarding circulatidhs. 2.
silhouette of the town can be sketched on this artificial sit€hi3. macrestructure
suggests ideas to architects for their building yet gives them supp&ereigedom

of expression. The urbanist will have to essentially ensureabination between
architects by a dialogubased on sensitivities and not by the application of rigid
regulations.

Auroville is destined to shelter men and women who seek to evolve and realize
themselves. For Auroville to be a worthy example of this aspiration it is essential that
its creation be a model without precedent of cooperation between geople.

Similarly, Revi incisively |l ocates the probl
raise the bar in Auroville to intuit forms t
movements in time:
Very few settlements have been created to
i's one of t hem. It i s therefore, bot h a |
| anguage of building will therefore need t
ghactic symbol ; the materi al celebration o
the subconscient; the four aspects of the
an arena in which many forms of this music
8'Heymann, 1966 (we were not able to verify the conten
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century. Our chall enge wi l |l be to find t

aspiration and lucidity to%xpress them tr
nally, commenting on this debate, and the
e celebrated architect and formen membeémnms
terview on 2 Septenhbaerr e2U20n ikreod @vded ahloirss nprad
g picture beyond individual compl aints, ec
ncept is sufficiently plastic withtiinma ts I
vol vement &Gwiptl manmurnoggv,i IWlee quot e his words at
The thing that & fpoamdowas$ heh&al Rager .. to
|l ot of visions. Visions of connectivity, p
ifincluding the potentials of getting a pl a
the univer seot Aadp pwehnyi nigt, iwshyn it i s not mo\
So the question is: should we @al@®&xwpf it

Thesr ea big differe@di@h pnatl @exd/n ethhaan ewavrad ki ng
about very smahd , weni@are {1 &IvI&sil nag ba bgo upta rModtoh
a huge difference between the two statemen

So when you | dakdalt t ameBhémaxyoften when |
when | had been thinking there,Tlfainrdstwhen

t hi nbghats,i Gglad ay yi?s t he magnet of the uniyv
d they move in a dynamic Gbajl asitcegudhaitnc
nd everything can be absorbed, and everyt
ts own value and ability t@aleﬁagxe@]aelraamye, r
s noltl aheumae with & &« ofmpwiud dt lwiand, iltt has
t has many | evels, it goes up and down, e

e model was made, the model was not
h a dcss;ele:mnlnAnRabglerthlnk the first th
talking about a building? ®r are w
think Mother was talking about. How
stence and the purpose of their
e we tauhyklknlgt catheoru tGo §t hneo tc onsotrska dhrgen el i ke t h
ave no Gwa.t elr tshuiprpk yt he i ssue i s f
ese words of architecture and building.
e on this planet, and make a model

- D O T-S C TS S
QD
—+

—

when you talk about celebration, you
| ati onships, potential s, expanding our i
i's is not happening. So we start talking
i nkin

—~ = = (n
O3S m® O

g
d I think that pl an shows
it t her € when | s a
ginning. .. you could see h
o hlaadr ge practi ce, gi ves a
d he talks about cl i mate, he t
out lightness. And | think tho

82Revi 7,7200
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Earlier photographs which I had seen, fromn

thatched houses, when t he |iatnhde rwa swaasb saon u
aspiration. There was a vision. And there \
ovhat is téhe Woplwatysohook at it as if it i
gl obal. We are not | ocal, we are not regio
where the first difference to me is.

And that should be removed. d&Ponwd dwe wseh o ul
understand whaWedgdd men elsth alvre¢ W a@aobnall ), bu

i magine, when | think about it, there is a
energi es, and those energies help the who
heal th and hydbeaebhe mbheng¢géaeoao tséeants,i ttilve ti @s
Mot her is talk®¥ng about, come out.
Il n this understanding, one may suggest a rel
yoga: mani festing the comp&exi andndiynaami chaéek
resistant terrain, with varying architectur a
a pleasing metaphor) for spiritual growth, t
nature that pmretsteentprtcheeenssse |l ovfest he col |l ecti ve

an outer refl ecgsg.onAmdgert hcea ptnnreers ptrhoicse sent i

Auroville wild@l undertake a perpetual searc
who wi | | have, for a great deal , overcor
communication, a true fraternity, based o
ot hebeauntaful and harmonious environment w
city ... | believe Auroville will finally
be |ike aahnigmbhaloifesveabl e fire.
Weapproach this subject with caution as we ar
are possible. We consi®ewottss asduienshnhghigh
trained in these fields in Auroville and out
are no insuperable difficulties and the Gal
capabl e of tmadmaiyf edMaai if esntoitn ga nt heaassG/& | taawspke 5 5 ¢
Ciconesi beaut iaf wlolmynomu ts eintt,i mecnhai ng

Not surprisingly, every architect, town plandegvery Aurovilian, in fag begins at

some point to ask themselvestow does one merge the Galaxy concept with the
ground realities without losing its essence? What should the process of its building
be?Are we going in the right direction? What is our role in the region, India and the
world? What is in fact the raisor@&dre of Auroville? Is this why | came hete®hd

there are as many answers as there are Aurovilians, and each one has a place in the
total puzzle that is Auroville.

Finally, it is not only thedinished produd but also thejprocesé followed, both

within and without, that is most important in Auroville. It is about living in the present
and yet aiming towards a future that seems impossible. Ideally then, the process of
building becomes a means of learning and experience wherespalita of mais

8BAuroville City .Conversations, 2020
Aware Auroville, 2023.
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i n

natur® physical, vital, mental as well as the spiritu@re developed and
perfected®

stands ttohe e@asloamxyt haancept having been apyg

| efforts must be made to bring, as far
amlttahre mani festation itself. The descent
nstitutive partitbfsthe sBpturauby mebcwewbssh

the physical (in this case thabétepgoggesps
d creativel y» ppgspevabmef Mbeh&al axy plan rea
mar k &&halpr dedxdd§s st he subtl e plans, wai ti ng
idence that supports the view that the for
rovil |l e: i fexi ¢ e@al,dwd Iriglnay he subtle in 1
scend (slowly or quickly), t hat naturally
esent. The®s | ®tgatce mdé ntMoit meirc at ensow h(autn |wees smut
btle creation is itseldf modi fied, a point
countés Wioéweon this point:

[ r

y i
i IS

She always said that the city existed a
down on the materi al pl ane. She kept sa
turned upwards with hdutttvbeacmsyyamgedh
it exists, one® has to bring it down.

s e whregeenp hatshiz#spoint, | ocating the &Gal axy
sion, not an architectural i mposition of h

I str
I wo u
of h
par
can
Aur
|l ead

ongly wish that we would st&Gopplreenf.erri
l'd |li ke to clarify this once and for
e research of a whotl kee t \satnhregvseern cnea ni yn
cul ar. Her inspiration and influence
t shdhkeaytitoffs hot the image of the
Ll oe; it i's the necess@ tguiodeltihnee scitth

us o the Gal axy.

niast ur al for creative differences toiexist
deed, each may want to plan a city, G&or par

backing and approval, it is apparent from th
hespatcomsti tuti on of the city, which is aut he

| sfauntts o plan the city? Does the cooncept of
will? This t#e whole question.

8%Ciconesi a2n0dl2Ci con
%Aware Auroville, 2
Aware Auroville, 2
8%Maj unmd®ml273,(7e mphasi s

.rs)
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d.Ecol ogy versus Geometry Debate

Theéecol ogy Ve bdhkeaubsdttbee,omé gr y ssu@ nionw iitne dA ummuocvhi |
in our PPBteeflegwsthe outstanding issue, fronm
onwards, has been on detailing urban devel oy
ground realities:

The urban form for the City wild!l gener al |
shape. I f it has to be modified in order t
constraints, it-rengi ndpedithcwsgihonui dWi t hi n
furdbeeailing has to be carried out.

One of the most i mportant aspects of [

t his
guidelines with special emphasis on the f

For

u

e
the galaxy pl an, namely the Lines of or c
adng major roads to achieve a harmonious b
the issue of the sacred geometry of the Ge
believéd =x.chBMagkberwi th AdAinhgetpigoohinduwl airn yt
annel | i sg iorfs pMortaht® roma rotn, Atnhgeeral i gnment of
tural, dynamic movement in th& ecsgmmos$, 6 amwdi
e spoke of on selwehdlli wicrcga sp oowesr., Saynndb otl hso u ¢
not bound by them, t P&y mer ehatveel pfhwls tcoales
at the Gal axy plaanrfaiageametnstr imemt tor i nv
gher gradesitofatc ssrhsocuil odu snoegs sbe di st orted at
not have any diredst woerxdtsu atl o etvh adte neefef @ ont
tentions or occult truths (especially cl ai
at demands caution as we do not have privi
nfiunsaegi nati on for truer imesagpd rAmeatwanprsiteowse
re, in line &ithmthedépbt BcapUdbi,atiPFartthelr eat
members of the community who do speak to thi
their opinion should be accorded the greates
effort ought to bes maymbadolo mant hiesur Manh hedesi

and Heymann recognized as the ideal

IO~ —as~=—0u30 ~Q
>Snw T o0 >

® O - S5 O —

Contrary to this view, some &bnWet bant ssaar e
woul d have chamged thnbeedonkaptt e Gal axy Con
the architectur al and planning vision of th
conceived (Chandigar h, Bras®&| appebecal . oAst e
moul d of the city wabasgoetvilsiigppht dyppgmadd, t subij
with particular arweamrse olfefitmpdpenentwhi om ameat
the contepesmwmagdhdr essing problems of village

¥Ssge for example, Aurwed |dlRechbdagmisiMay, Geh&iBal Meeting
for communidry tdhiss umaii motn

“Mast eDipdi @t i ons fB®8. Growth, 20083,

“This rdeaqui res dais chuesyisssnodn our scope here
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and water shortages, regi onal devel opment, p
future probl ems. One naturally cannosheprove
would have changed the concept, but as all a
concl,asgaoament um sex msi luemmieir®@ t edsp dModsedern r el
proposalonfiamrg may erqeuvailostiymegap plry maoy f eatures

We | | Il am not an architect br Bas epgioegou
people to%realise that

| have written fwhatyolu®steow;r ermdw siet i s

The Mastempltansprcdd objections as wel |l
pl an today:

, not i

ept is as practical as it is vi
i nternational, nati onal and | o
It was innovative when it was ex
The concept envisions cl ose i nter
gs to create a holistic model 0
s wi || compl ement each other and
owmmeeldye d r ¢ ® mo v e towar ds bal e

S
C

@O Dd®c XO

reflecting on this debate, we were not ab
factored i n ats tahpep rtoivnae ,o0 fn oMo tdhoert he recor ds
anticipated a basi ciarsevMostihoenr. eQupihtaet itchael |cyo nste
anticipating delays through quarrelling:

t he archi tieycotus aarned neontg ihneereer st o di scuss t
re to build the city.

S -
@ O

N a
ec
ho
co
s e
co
t h

p o

rall vy, circumstances on the ground have
omic devel opmge mins ian gtrtee nkeido |l andscape w
pot s etc. ), but t hese ar e parnd ohott he
titutional changes. I n relation to the
itive areas that overlap, all possibilit
idor (not just as acread) veudemongae) soamnt
overall geometry whil st Nwghtimgal &, efnoin |
nts to s®%Ad$h we adippocwsashin Raht LhBhdASuseéenw

- Do =~ 5 5 ~+ 0 ~
= v v n 5 C

2Guigan, 23®8B, (
®BGuigan, 23838, (
“PerspkRlasti e2pDa .
®We were not a |l ocate this message in the Aurov
h robi nde Ashgamal is available o
I ittty tlke aEsmot meN@d@LB.ce2d0DbYy. Maj ul
P@dderstanding in this area is |

documents and conversations wit
these conversants d thatnttdle Comwar tsa nwhiclcotmmwrdead
symbolism encoded i the Galaxy if the natural width
of the Crown i s emnophainldietdy breeytowodr ka, rwhaidc s spereanso & @l .b e

Archives of t

informed by avail
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and Land Use Study, Crownway &t DdwnftDiPe dapwe:
Residenti al Zone Sectors 1 ando?2ferntsedmat o
integrate the Galaxy concept with ground rea

At any rate, there wil/ naturally be some |
Crown in particular sectors (though the Mast
of the plan area). However, @4 alnomg etahd whv eIt
at more than 50% green cover) is maintained,
nature can be preserved. As the Full Report

constructions wereimhda vmewatloi dranyle aresgew
i mmedi ate needs of ti me, necessary at the p

some of these need to give way to the need:
appropriate ercrhadacatploantaatdi ahng tcovmai ntnaian st

of mut ual accommodation for a shared city t
process. As such, the model of stewardship d
owe |l ands inhabited or worked upon, but equa
and green the | and, or have generated cl ose

The Ter ms ooff HefwBegertepment aGophedl by the
Assemiml YcOlla7r i fi es this point:

Rel ocation / rehabilitation can be offerect
di spl ace people in case of a conflict of |
e.g. in which casnescecsasmriyt (dormrrs iedkerngpd en o twl
signed an agreement accepting temporary st
the wider i nterest of Auroville as an ev
preferences®or attachments.

The records show that a &G&ieaathy daysatwbenar

Silence community were requested to vacate f
Mot Bemgui dance at the time suggests that cons
were not at hand, Gaiyt neleed o66¢ gaviale demedeg dpryarmn h .
charge of organization (today the Working Gr

reason. This nat urtalanyd isnovnoel vseasc rdiifsiccoemf ob ut
fraternity, with alternates provided to thenmn
The residents of Silence wild.l go on vacat
causing any delay in the work. They will
Matri mandir Workers Camp so that some of t
accommodnatterde huts on the border of Sil enc
Bharat Nivas. These too wil/ be vacated as
wish to set up some cottage industry |ike
vill age atnie wohe kelfopment of this village
people of this village. A concrete scheme

TDC, Terms of pReedae2.eh.clke., 2017,
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suit the overall Auroville program in cons
placed before the Mot ®er for approval and

sol vi ngsttamidd nijamé spludtgy vewnvdebBatgeodeafrty a
mmon action pl arevied ogppaeartt.i aNle fcom s¢ idtey t hi

Il . A. This wil | -drreigvueinr ea nad fcloenksoubl htda)t ipevkep e(eyses
e Detail ed Devel oepnternet /PlGrnownor( stthiel ICiltayc ke
oposals by Kundoo, the Crownweavingalalnd Dr
volved are ready tomnce ndeadibdigad. tTohiasn di sa ba
this process, an environment al audit to

placed / rehabilitated through interventio

i's exkecpbaceoi haanbounnfdo rnrmaendn earn.d t i me

Il n some <cases, as we were informed by seve
constructions and plantations®Itfo sao,0itdhitshen a
does not give reasons to modify the Gal axy N
those constructions urgently, sensitively (i
changed instituti onand ameda cceofmurulnyi,t ywr n em ocraoymim
sides. Designated common spaces, such as tho
Al l project holders wil/ have the freedom
as the basic parameters of the Master Pl an
Group envisaged wunder the Master Pl an (Pe
ensgrthat all future proj®cts conform to t
Il n sum, as it G@ppernds, frioenw®ldhdehecdoaueptpri m
including the Peace Area) zones, four i nt er
el ememdsms part ofegoitsipabbelsea b j t @eothur e of Aur
which the space for techtnhicnaki ncg eaand vfilteyx i bin
and indeed required. By all assessments, Cic
is a difficudx draslknigyiewent bampl s, as Nightin
the chall enge Mother has set. The foll owing
context, seems to encapsulate the matter:
I am bl aming nothing, nor anybody and know
evident that the job is very difthicult. Bu
Records show that the debate on the Galaxy g
hi ndrance to decisive action. #&s expahle,ssasapagpr
and the absence of countervailing reasons t .
Gal axy concept, its acceptance and urgent wo
consensus on particdl aeegdropecbs hel dt Anost wg
®Guigan, 2D&®., Vol . 1,
®¥See for exampl e, 28u2d20vt( | H ®s Thenoo me wg|l ear t hat a few p
i mpl ementation of the master plan of Auroville. This
of the Gy own road.
WMasterplan, 3.1.2.
ViMoot hCeWM2 0 OVDb,l . 13, 159.
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cou¥As. we discluAs s$hewaot ¢$tudies commi ssi on

Gal axy plan with geophysical ground realitie
which attracted participation from all quart
have padaoceetdhbhis iwittelgraehaveappesass to be a

consensus.

25 g e Sunlsotossi.dihbncompl et el y t bBaelolroiw efdema ¢gdieecgins@imos act i on
di sagreement, preserving plurality and respect for op
network of small actions.
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C.OTHECI TY TEHARTMNEEDSBAUROVI LBSIP|I RI TURBANI SM

i . The Urban Question

Mot servi si on of the New Creation, progressiyv
society guided by the descents afdetaHe éehheael tqaid
of he spatial form within wisi cvh etwhiiss inddaalr uirs
but wurban and rich. Her response is clear:

The step which is being added now Sri Auro

work in the consciousness, a work of conn
mat erial being é Once however, the connect
out wweorrdt d i n the f dorengionfniangn ewi tchr eaa tmoodne, | t
with a pd¥fect world
Th@odtedwa , precursor to a perfect worl d, mu st
all extant probl emsmofilehuman ahgsegwhesaspir
collective d%Tfhausev esuyintié dd empstobd eimsnevhiat s i
happeni ngiiel sceawnhneorte avoi d t hem, even i f it p
| i ecsevirssalngt o onsose problems, as a |iving res:s

Aur o®i Irleppresentathae rcharn &c tseganbeorha ict so fa nwdo rt
di fficulties:

Il ndia has become the symbol representing o
Il ndia wil |l be the | and of i1its resurrection
And the clear vision: the same thing which
earth the symbolic representation of the u
wor k at one point, the same phenomenon is
of all human difficulties on earth, and it
it isiiftori ¢ hmOR THAT that | ®Ywas made to cr ¢
[ Q: I s Auroville the only solution to the
society?] Not the only solution. It i s a
men who are transforming themselves and se

whatoWiulrl e H%®pes to be.

This requires al/l chall enges, including ur ba
t hat Aurovi |l l&ei tcya nt messaksmadet itote necessarily one
(legitimately) want as UYTmatperpose pefr sAamnmaod
defined by individual wisl IWidd imathe f edsstt , t huto
woras Mot her noted:

Mot hCeWM2002,, VaF8 B8emphasis ours).

Guigan, 228, Vol . 1,

Guigan, 2018, 1, 237.

%Gui gan, 203138, Vol . 2,

0"Gui gan, 2018, Vol. 2, 433.

This sentiment was often expressed in our conversat.i
debat es éawe t&haac htainngee: t he whol e master plan [referring
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None of usdoaras Gweoeal itkae create a world in

be able to do as we | i ke; we are here to d
in which the Divine®™will can manifest its
Put another&gway, rAdiut@hiNeé Indiesvsiimen Wi | | manifest
vi siiisen cast into a concrete ¢&pgaéaanaclh fiosr m,t sa nm
mi ssiiomef ITehct s a synthesis of the materi al a
the centrepiece of GMowmohrekr. alrhd sSrvii eAw riosb irnedfol
Auroville, for® elxatmpér,t o nt Mo t'Hvemr dc hF dlOreda t iwd
we discuss below. &HMouhbanset ssooh Abusesville
I n a way at Auroville all the phebiemy ot
€ Similarly, over time as industrializatic
country, urbanization will al Bpr eeartiinruge i
compl ex town planning probl ems, which hav
resteas cand applications of csaynstoanat reinbguitnee

weal th ofsonaudteiromlrodilnptreod | teanst he devel op me
t owns hdi ppsar tany to the existing towns.

This pmwaskseassgd hattc | ®avheron of Aurovill e came
in urbanism, and must therefore, be understo
as an exemplar of an wurban environment, not
can loemarint .frEqually, the | etter emphasi zes th
are to batdehkt veaghooatpating problems& that
devel opment . datiisom:aiwleast tadree guef i ning featu

ii. A Sketch GfUrAuamivatl [Rfspirations: Har |

We can reconstruct an answer to t&ideagluest: i
Human ,UnAidgyarnt eractions with Mother and a br
studies |iterature, read wi tdhi rt shte el tsihpoebecd |i avt

a.DenseStCattegs i n &SrTih cAuugrhotbi ndo

Though Sri Aurobindo does |Inetaldiosc éHusnams Ba s it
the question of aggl omeration and associat.
guestion. He notes:

€ in this organisation of nations and Kkin
vigorous | ife have gained it by a sort of
some head, centre or capital, London, Par
acquihrei nbgentefi ts of a | arger organisation
architect, Roger, has done it &napepmowvlat athieom awi o nteh
execution has been decd dedéSondNgawnt he@D&BIOH &to It ha ibdy, cvami |
the essenti al purpose, the const&Gtwbidsalthbastetafl Au

mani f es tcatuiconeldoydut i on wi t hiam et matt rmd ayd rfergaime vear Kk ut
requsiirgensi fi cant choices t o nboto mhdehwter p ctohnete tneuxi gnugi, d a
i f veidéeaence of the Motghaenr ,acicfestshe tcoll ecti ve
Guigan, 2038, Vol . 1,

Mot h er ,mplh9abshi)sE e
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me extent that eqg us 0
c k whi h she h

t a closely pa

he city sta i ngdom. But
gmmatof t he st of the organisation,
age to a dull, petty and somnolent | if
rhbes metltlopol i s.

precio p
[ Ity ¢
k

0
n
f
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i
f

oO<OO0O~—™W’m

0
t
d
I
ut

s t al Ob htuerhbesirteyf | ect esd aitne searrleyf | ceicttys an ur
osely packi?Nawarlexpetri meny., which forms t
attempt at synthesizing two opposites, th
taining their diversmdlyl dshm@acgaieati ontyoneal
one opomalndaconisoigt i es. As Sri Aurobindo not e
t he Roman empire, thcendtlrgahni aegtdiowpguwhisad 8 s
d coll ectivism:

The advantages are admirable organisation,
mat er i-lméi mnge;l It he di sadvantage i s that t he
sacrifice their independent I ife and becon
it$dowo, richness, variety, free#om and vic

i's Vvitasltiattyesofi sciatny experi ment haz abrfdvsi ng
ngestuinonf oand t vy, and fraeangsrnsabiaanasnpds afwv] e
so3rdierAusobhondght recognizes this play of
ints, both bnteldygdcacd gakiny athretiemamtE@sity

| so-FomeeChbrgecincuwnedhsi nfinitesi ma
i tesi mal ani mal cul es; it creates
g cell as a unit, createheot her
he gene, uses al ways the same met
a various oferation living organi

here establishes and maintains i S

f t
and in an environment of gener al Deat h, fi
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1Bsri Aurob
Msr i Aurob

ri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 283.
his discussion is not to be conf utserdr iwtidrhi dlhesti altewas
ition floated by Mot Hert,erysett i mgvyegr, wer ISed Wpo ot
ndon, rough estimates indicate that the popul at
atAirgyra wafs t3l B and 276 persons per hectare respe
i scusses astt dteensgtahnd hlet aGrieaerk ccadltlyect i v2e0s0: est i m
s per hectare. AsBai mattemn oo fessthadbsdasdar i greanrricae k ericue
s n as a city appird@,ch®ed, ai tpopadiaded nt @ ff RWOn D 0D n
ue t be derviedtbegateuna ik gyd iPdcaksosi on ond hlei $ dpai nt , f
ic would have 5,040 citizens. I f one interprets
s a population on the order of twenty thousand
S contgptrembi hBeambi guous in that the ideal rer
rural and the wurban, thus blurring the distinc
e most i mportama <irzda eafi omi tfioeas diest epariintiincgalt i n
wi t h e problem of communication. The city mu
meet i S wit 6BaalrloOceits t h®t wd yiireg ntsi ptrersiemal. ur b
inter i n § cAhuirsotda rlrilecsael a rrcehs el aar ncdhs ct aapsek
i
i
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a
o, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 25, 283.
o, GW®WSAB86R997, Vols. 21
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of lofm aererigiyf,e i n increasing aggregates

compl ex organi smascghiam®riynté i cate 1ife
The administrative, political, economic o
small er or greater size is a work which b
phenomena as the creation of vital organis
and Herbhbobdy and vital functicemitmgegdf amda wdkil
di ffused corporate ego is its whole aim an
first small er distinct units in a | arger
psyolgol al exXxi sddewveed opred dowegl land vital f ul
| arger mass the psychological sense and th
and without power of definite functioning,
nebudmouast mfolsui haohtadliffi ed massed plasm rat
has in its turn to be formed and organi sed
it a e fwienh ¢ d vital functioning and a cl e
consci and nms stt-tad'® wi | |
I n building collectivesprohpregrsinganaictBrd eAu
coming toge.wdeurr giem IBioao sree buunlictuys arr anigement
|l eading to a firm shaped through an organi ze
i ntdoi mm phyéfioccalt hshsapve t al concentration, i . ¢
density. Sri Aurobindo isn aft 2ct émodueteedt|haartg ehre
aggregates without | osiGig thelleogea théeg cCcou

many préobdReimshave been solved with a tgreater
settled in a compl eAurnodi cuemjavioilér mbsdbactbeh y €
is tasked with solving this probl em.

As we diskVVsAanni RMaonttant governance i ssue i
together the | oosely organized mass of custo
the needs ofk a@arheef ulifonet titbhchwg latn d odad gqued ti @egu l
uni fied | i-demgi tiyn far eaamegvwdrnkt:eliln gemor tor glaow s

natural ddrgani sm.
b. Mot BerConsi deration of t he Ur ban

Mot Berdescription, particularly in conversati.i
Aur obs ndlioscussit@an een anidt mphasi zesathier mirb@an
t he neegdopatdachnisgint i es .

Il n a 1965 doAnugneerntt os eviat hbeyr |, he had suggeste
d he trap of a city cold (sic) becaubsadit f e
addr e gdki ftfhicsul t probl&mTof thrbanMgt baerivwtg ! | i

i mpomwliamitl.arl y, Anger noted:
e . [ what should] also be avoided the trap
due of excessive separation. It is indeed
15sri Aurobindo GINBA,310®.97 Vol s. 21
16syrji Aurobindo, CWS&A, 1997, Vol. 25, 366
WsSri Aurobindo CWSA, 1997 Vol . 25, 462.
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pa
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that would be too scattered. What one has
i's the difficult probl em of ur ban groupin
dor mittoovboy , k nown new t ownsd addoboduwshidrgse Am

ar ¢8 s .

re, the Mother G@wdied | f ak ti @npaerikpetdo atsheee |tarsa
nt emae sc o mdweerr tye di: ndpEol rsteawnhte. r e, Anger remar ke
tegration and i rsderpeesniddeennctei aflorarAeuarso:vi | | e

The manner in which the homes wil/l be trea
Auroville €& 1t I's -thseceVereunbarswarynt ho
contacts as permanent as possible between
them withdraWw completely.

an interview given &traanboumd t hapitamepnyv
ints an unmistakéwblthnw arkamcenvrabdonmentof

blic spaces, both silent and with recreati
aestheticieax guhiiciht dmegdensification i s toc

g [| ateseltfheerCciomaml] ewdi doey caa nhaud n dw heedr
al islands will provide a rhythm,
st century gondoilwaisl Iwiblel tlheei siunrtee ry
t &r x,entthhe pteavan f ocus. Th-isBkes wher
a canal s, the main commerci al cent
eatres, sports grounds, recreation hall
ethoge)]s ... visitors galore, of course,
t

S

o
o

3
n

own open to the world and the wurbanist
ential openness.

g and the canal
webrgaogewer Ash éa |
ntriguing stair
harp edges of g
Werfeac epaascfagelse \
and artists hol
ctivity and trar

We are approaching the r
water f owl play freely, &Ga
tal e, we start climbing
capriciously against the
hours, contemplating al/l
di scover handicraft mak
angdeek windh slhagdawsa, wit

n
de
[
S
t
rs
a

e
h

edge of a sculptured open space. At the fo
the ring, stretches the Garden of Unity, el
supplyi®dueanal s, waterf alilesl,dsf.ouFnrtoam ntshiasnd
a symbol of all mani festation, the inters
white and golden isl and, burning | ike a hi
not omege i cal centre, but the core around w
two helicoid movements trying to catch eac

complementary gal axed,eepesyiylnaofi sAur ovi

WAnger, 1
WPBAnger, 1
8.

969.
969.

2068 196
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Si milwar imay | &t 6b6tox htumdé&dleivoHotr he ongwhmiteh nmas o
part of the Sri Aurobindo Internattbatal hbddi:
Mot erbl essi ngdwatle rieced etrhne i n ®&Gvevi Yy hr pspectsi
ur ban amenities:

Designed and | andscaped with an eye to the
be modern in every respect, -siencctlawdianmng taenmopn
for wor ship; recreation areas for SWi mmi I
chilidmemwmgr recreation and dining halls; cor
facilities; schools and grounds; a ci nema;
food processing plants; bakery; communi ty
pl ant ;amae nliwinl di ngs; sewage di s®Posal pl an
Finally, and & mpemgiatny | yropogalk of September
envi saged approximately 40000 inhabitants pe
per square &kmVemager hoawd®hpd puarse zmet er s, i n
Zon%®As we note below in comparison -dvadrdhi toyt he
figures that p®iobragaisei bn Mot harlively an
not aursbeanmi or r uproaplu | saetti tobne nileshpsiir t ¥ nit s ur ban mas
a major problem to be solved insofar as Auro
in Parts II1.A and B, the question of densit.i

that needs urgent attenti on.
c.Characteristic Markers of Ur bani s m:

Six key features emerge defining an urban

l'iterature: (i) popul ation density, (1 1) 1 nc«
scarcity of resources and disyrabdthenafogen
ruqualban | inkages, and (vi) sustainabf® deve
Each of these is explicitly mentioned by Mot

probl ems.

A nascent and insighttful |l iterature on wurba
yed#s . fuller examination of this I|literature
necessary, but beyond our scope here. We en
features to usderdvanduvAuwrevil l e

1. Popul ation Size and Density

2lGui gan, 2498, TwWolyedrs earlier, in 1954, Mother refe
residents, d&hbith woubddbeg t&@utilganmoWadBod&oh. pllans.
22Gui gan, 20238, fooeke. RAr ¥ . 111 .C below for some discrepa

2We do not mean to enter the debate on the criteria f
charact er iSseteifcorf eamtfuulelser edi ;s caetgsp.on2 1l Batire cdhi,s Bussi o]
commend hehati ef distinguishing feature of <cities, anc
i ndi vioOhiag ity .particularly true forSefeuMavt ¢l gl. amhep Ma
1.6.1.

225ge for exam@arBh a®WdilvBomtka r aenta.n a IWa | sekt@.2 2g We, ma@ 1 3.

not e hereecwti Hacthgtehaect eri zation in some |iterature is w
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First, rapid wurbanization is a <c¢lear and d
Foundation antici past eidd®dlanb.adne f g mp wnlga tAiuacrmosv i d ¢ «
have increased from 36% i hod®déi8Bng,t ARwiytsha% iof
projected increases to 67% by 2050. This tra
urban residents over the |l ast half century.
towns grew from 5161 in 200109% our7b93n5 girno w2 thl
Similarly, the urban demographic gre% in Chi

4 billion /‘J.\.. sulation

3.5 billion < .
e s Rural populatior
T
.v-’/ o
3 billion /' -
L
;-‘{/

2.5 bill -~

5 billion / ////

/)

2 billion = .__,’

1.5 billion _/z"'
.—f‘l--’
1 billion ="
500 million
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2017

(Urban popuSocaurwwen Woreln@dGjL 8 Dat a,

100%

80%

40%

20%

1500 1600 1700 1800 1900 2016

(Share of Tot al populSatuirGue |[Wowildg )inn Duwart bag n

Mot her, 1968.
1%Rjtchie amd9 Roder ,
27Ji ang261695,%de ,alFam.g2 Gl 6 .,
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This trendomntsi hud&el yarnrtoi cul ar | 9s yinmt hAessiias amfd

gl obal urbani zation projections:
7,
6 | i
[%2] Pa
g e
é Eaﬁ’\ AS‘B&
-2 ° g.o\.\(ﬂeast pot
S
= 4 .
L) | hsia
a so\ﬂ‘&cenm
a
c 31
d
£
3
T 24
°
|_
1
Europe & Japan
0 Land-Rich developed countries
2000 2010 2020 2030 2040 2050
Year

(Urban popul ation proj ecStoiuvorrcser agik i @disf feer e mt

Second, this shift i's marked by a rise in
examination of wurban edolpwtiaocmnmonciofi ssfdieia
al |, Offelrhsei tWni t eddo rNlad i 0 misParnoi szZpgerciotgsn a mme s i mi |

definesautbhantaggaomar ati on

popul ation contained within the contours of
l evel s without regard®to administrative boun

The Organi zat i oop efroart i Eocno naondd EEB@voel i o p mhest t h e
of Il ncreasing urbanization into three bucke
given datgreowhnde of9eXxistihg@ttedgwansgirpwtihntod e
and increased densitlmretsemwedthi mglex, sthe gOECD i
threshold for this @&conaxri enuane poplud @itn @ nAwart o u

Gl obally, t he popul ati on density of ci ti
everywhere, due to widespread population g
popul ation can occur in three ways. First,

smaltetements by reaching a population of
c

cities an expand through the emergence of
Finally, city popul ati on can grow throug
boundari essi f(iic.ag.i,onden Over the | ast decade
gained further i mportance as the main sour

28Bai roxhy, 24, 454 .
2Depart ment Eocfo nSodreifi@inrisi,ed Nati ons, 2018.
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bel ow] . Bet ween 1975 and 1990, densificati
popul ation growth, while itd3€ontribution
City densification City expansion
m Towns growing into cities
%
100
QP F
80 F
70t . - 60
60 F
50 F
o 26
0 F = 25
20 F
Anm
0 1975-1990 ‘ 1990-2000 . 2000-2015
(Sources of Poptl0d$o. v:mc@s @Dhyt2hd A 681)9 75
I n terms of absolute number s, 16% of the pop
than 1 million, up from 8% in 1960. Globall
from 14.13% in 1960eton2deB@ 2% lbern RIQR Maag w etdd y
i ncome <countries. The average population de
settl ements across the world in 2014 was 74.
per h¥tnadaedia, again as an exampl e, taking

popul ation density of an urban settl ement wa
with mor¢himas tweing in towdsAswitthre OEE D InmC
as of 2020,

On average, i ncciotmee scoiummtiravws have the highe
close to 1000Wrmdmmmabrigcdnt e -Pi2ddneionmel ower
countries, -nb3dGIGh eiormeu mmear onil iyc ®2mBed Oc d inn thrii gel
[100, 72, 53 and 28 persons per hectare, r¢
density are also noNbcehbAmebycwortderwgrib
the | owest density, icnhaleist shmtvse poenr asvgeu aargt
which i stlsyi glhowercrabhhan in the second | eac:
Europe, where cities have close to 4000 1in
persons per hectare, respecti veSayhar alnn con

BWOECD, b222®

Blwe have calcul adaed asasvieati sladbetreanmat | fdr am Data, 2014.

2We take theemmad@ agedtotviSgRPopul ati on Finder, Office of
and Census Commi ssioner, Ministry. of Home Affairs, Go
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Africa are the most denseliyhpdpulaanttesd ,pewi ts
kil ofdetre.

Bl 1975 3 1990 =3 2000 = 2015
Low-income countries Population Lower-middle-income countries
er kim
5 (50k-250k) M (250k-1M) L (1M-5M XL (>5m) T S(50k-250k) M (250k-1M) L (1M-5M XL (>5m)
Upper-middle-income countries Pooulation High-income countries

i 1L T T

(Popul ation DensitySdwr cd@ECRaBA Irdel )Jand | nc

Il n compar i &o ma xAurruaw iplolpaisl Oa, t 0i 000n rdeesni sdietnyt sa twi |
per hectare (including the Green Belt), and
hect®Wee.consider the question of sl ow popul ¢
Aur o®i urdan aspiration, Tme Praed isooifd [IA.uckooravin e xI tlt
avail abl er eacso rodfs 2tOhOel.,densi ty contrast

LWOECD, 202m2lbi,nel 02okment s our s
¥The updated Register of Resident$wwabawmetgaeaiimhl ec
popul ation of 2750 as the average of the ranges c¢ommu

for 2019. The drr@al tyl di gdrascaocradi hgl vy. Neither figur
villages within ThegMdstor hpeamevareeadanabl e to | ocate re
for reasons we note below, it would be helpful to cal
ur ban agglomeration (including the Gredmro8gildnandt oi l
be defined), to get a more textured understanding of
pl anning policidd., Ashewegumdtig yi mfParetmographic data i |
affects proper atwepsomest amd Apkegubhbhge aodvbyp to be
the proposedirDatpai 8erPairced | | .
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dSosutrkcadbiua i etn, A206A.2012, 39.
Cuddalggl emetrfae i tows , clopee at
per sq. km. as of 2011, an
has 481 persons per sqg. Kk

devel op new urban archet
because consequences fl ow
characterdenhscall yof aces
to invite problems, but rather, to be rep
to ser¥Atasta maodeknt deusbayg, sAutbemkehe,
admit of probbemedfacbdnbwaggtbgatemsdi den
not be a model for them in this regdrd. T
i n the average itbhge obesrban sectht beéeenhe
an population, which wil/ drive up the fi

def i ni ti dunrstbaanfe aw haate aod rvsetrigtewntte s

10000 - 25000
25000 - 50000
B 50000 - 100000

I - 00000

|l ati on
erry and
persons

rural ,

Auroville to a
S Iis important

an environments

i onal an

1¥See Maj 2@d2a%83 0 f

or a short discussion on this point.
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There is currently nodmubmeaenrs.al ThdefWUMNIi t e p
figures baseddefdmenmnatuirdmal Isyhar es. The prol
countries adopt very different definitions
of urban versusympdsaldetvary, ulswetd taHes o di f f
use minimum population threshol ds, ot her s
devel opment, employment tygefi oedscimpigsth
That said, I f we take thraetieasanab| erfempt
defini &iemmrs udif ntatwne | ndi an Nati onal Census of
with at | east 4 inhabi® a2@30 peed bmictnomadf (a

arda cluster oflec®sintyggoud bebghs with a pop
threshold of 50,000 with more than 15 persol
Proge@D20 dediohgi ngnbofl a®Apr avielal dedsé s ynot
as a city. Agm@plryeignigontanle tp®D ogy <chart, Auro
l evel ®radomi nantt( ynddéumat r teerdkiaaltieeds,e unl ess i i
considered part of the ®dhdiphecigeudbannagi
may not be as relevant here as the core po

characteristscsepenithenOEGD ot hers). As we
be achieved without reflection, but a reaso
benefits and challenges that flow from this

Auro®i reepresentative character.

The early vi sainaon,ciipnatteerde sgtwerBgaliedreltyha d idt ii ens t &
resptehfei rst mnmafst eI ®8 amut !l i'ed the foll owing

Zone Ar ea Residing | Density

Hect a per hec
Residenti a 31 17672 570
Residenti a 26 10107 388
Residenti a 26 8020 308
Residenti a 25 4486 179
Residenti a 2 8 2800 100
Residenti al 17 1400 ( *wg 8 2

popul ati o
Average residential densi't

Average working population

Cul t urialn iZvoen 67 5000 75
anRlesear cl

BSRitchi e, 2018.
BUN HaRiOL®&t , 3.

BOECD, TWi2d.is will require information on |links betw
understanding that there is a |limited flow of peopl e,
unli kel y. I n any case,bitorigs opail ntps atmnmi nlyge wi mmomteada gd d ¢
di scus sledTABHEndy CanSeReepart |11 .C bel ow.

BTherafting histoamndhoeft htelri si td omaussmeanptEr amed elay c et he i t
useful historical benchmar k.
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Cul tural Se 5 700 (*wo 140
popul ati o
Average residential densi
Average working popul ati on
Economic L 6 4 5000 ( *wg 78
popul ati o
Economi c Hi 10 5606 wor k 56
popul ati o
Econdmechni 11 - -
Coll ege
Economic Se 9 700 (*wo 78
popul ati o
Average residential densi't

Average working popul ati on
Il nternati ona 67 2000 30
Il nternatio 6 3000 ( *wg 500
University popul ati o
I nternati ona 8 700 (*wo 87
popul ati o
Average residential densi
Average working popul ati on
Admini str { 8 150 wor k 187
popul ati o
Gr eeni Ra siadie 30 -(green b -
Cultural
Gr eeni Quletdur 34 -(green b -
Economic
Matri mandir 30 -(zone of |-
Gr een-lArteear n 8 -(green b-
(Popul ation spread and deSnhosuirtcite s sundMarsttehmel ]
123)
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é

From our research we have identified gener

base to study this project of synthesis. 1

density followin traditional cities &
The density r@angesposnalliappngeed by Mot her,
and (iii) contemporaneous testi moycaueéei ohusts
avoid an wurban sprawl t hat Mot her speci fic.
Aurovi liltehitscsdieeyoptt i snab wutilization of | and i
boat?dnd is a major concern foflk ARlue ogié¢$tei om:
opti mal (and quality) density iIisGoma@proprdal
demographic future, informed by devel opments

Il nterestingly, the United Nations Report of
Devel opment in 199dmalclbetieati vesd towards

éthere are already signs of a changing pat
that the trend towards concentration in a
wi despread di s tsriizbeudt i wornb ann cneendtiruens . € Thi s
foundsome developed countries, with peopl e
small ed® pl aces.

Some estimates support this view today:

I n additimemacottbkes¢wi th a projected popu
400 million peopl-20wmll |l il omepeapicéeti asdof L
people are expectebd nbiel Iliiovni.n gHoiwe véeirt,i erso sa f
urban population will still ive in cities
Whil e we expect increasing numbers of mega
ten million people), they are expected to
of th& woimblad ipaorpouwlnadt ilobn %. The maj ority of
l'ive i n rapidisy zegdowirng mmd d| ddnewietl io@s ,ngsub
many pdaeysewmrtban®athologies.

| f these projections hold, Auroville wel/l p o

to serve as a model for these citi d itrmitnte

it [50,000] was the number requir@d for the

YHeymanh@e&émBphasis ours).
“sege for examp?2 @2110Ni tQiui Aoy2ddHEpid, raadanha®dmquate pléanning p
Difficulties in regul ati nagurtbhaenigzziommg nwgo rdlednacnrde a toer u rabn

uncontralrlbadigzarnii on processes. A common reaction amor
attempt tourrkeagrularteasaewiiat hbam apglidnmi ng instruments. H
proved incapable of dealing with the complexity of fr
socioeconomic and environmental sustannebntialylyThecses
ur ban spaces and -thlhhasr ipotséertfi @aones. in peri

“SReport on the International Colmf9gbaeace9oh. Popul ati ol

MESPAS |l deas,2P2péar Series
M5S e o 280114112
Y5Maj unmdai273,6 .
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2. Aggl omeration Dynamics

Urban setubaeamkbhysaacempanied by aggl omeratio
cul tur al and economic ter ms. Economa carldegd, t
with urban economies generating mo¥Ehitshan
udidnegn sht gh economic activity on the ©bac

i ncl

technol ogi cal and scientific innovation, i n
trade and transit |links andhlettdern n°F kit z atcit
|l iterature on the effects of high density cl
systems design and experience presents a fer
this in the donhtoeuxsti nogf aAud oevcidnoemi ¢ setup i n
dynamics are not yet activated with a relati
These issues were discussed, albeit briefly,
point and Sri Aurobindo, who addresses the

ordinated economic growth to*HeohttsohaiptsHf
evolutionary mechanics of the division of |I:

urban political economy, but does not consid
The settled state of society and the expe:a
prosperous and stable I|Iife brings with it
social organi zation. Specialization of fur
needs cofmmumety demand an increasing divisi
proper y begin to emerge; inequality has b
varied experience, the | ess primitive ran
knowl edge ofent cirmgas eamd greater ment al al er
di fferentiation. This in it% turn means th
The complex | inks between economic productiwv
at l ength in the I|iterature. Whi | st i ncreasi
causality does not necessarinlegesgsmartiheg @inheaem
god¥iChen et. al. identify t lse opwno bulrebmaant idce s irg
i mportantly, to regional pl anning, i nsofar a
of spatial form must proceed apace with qual
l ndustrialization | eads to the direct outnp
i mpetus to a vigorous process of wurbanizat
i ndustrialized ones, mainly via a special
devenleop -@afgrmeml!| tural sectors é Numerous st
that the | evel of urbanization is closely
i's generally accepted that economic growt
“FEragkias, i (e dER n1R0ij9st et al .

“sekor examp, e28 4%,hman
"sSee Guigan, 2 @Me8,l ,Vonarwe?2tthreirzet y( of G out ?i Whes dhéfeéeca
thousand of you, it will be easier bé&ccSaews g,enredradr al | vy
Aurobindo, CWSAA450@997, Vol . 25,

sri Aurobinhd®w7, CWSA, 17, 288.
Blsge for example, Zhang, 2016
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stries and an increase in the wurban po
omi c growth t some extent.

0

of the l|iterature on the urbanizati on
rs have both hailed growing urbanizat:.
nce of this interaction is something
r gt aonfdi i ti es i s being transfor med an
|l exi ty s-ci gaciez atwido ns etWifesoerey t hem as b
ems rather than as mechanical systems.
ern, andaraded naos | menigreg dieggor dered syst
s and diversity of wurban spatial form.
sitive Iimpact on economic growth whil e
argument thatesrbkbaonbpamiicomgrpwomo has
ged by a report showing that there |

growth rate. This r-esamrchnditgheé.i
ship between gurobwatnhi,zadnddnmakas e
|l y the popul ar ideas and practice
S . More recently, Turok and McGr a
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on their findings, they report t hat |
i ent for productivity increases, unl e
al i nfrastruxtaulet srealsidnder ¢ veaduciovpi
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he | ong run, the increasing | evel o f

omic devel opment as maagr ircuulatlu rpaolp us eac
d urban areas. Reasonabl e wurbanization
omitdr ¢grow the medium to short term, ur
conomic growth rate é 1t 1Is interesti:H
nization does not, as a rule, Il ead to

as bedmatrepmenrteeds no simple |inear r el
d economic growth. We argue that the res
y not |l ead to economic devel opment, rel
portant rocenomici ngluewinlg a@&nd raising ||
ampl e, urban concentration, aggummer ati o
gaed at ed t o ur bani zati on may hel p t o ¢
vel opment .-c oRuencternyt ecvriodsednlc®t atl s® phtoevrist i
b
b
Y
n
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anization to promote growth isilikely 1
an mobility, supportive policies, mar k
| ai n tcmaunbeatywedanf f erences, womretdhe ootbleer
sidered, and these may be summari zed a:
ernment al management , and institutional
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0
i fferent countries have &Yygregated a dive

e oocCccCco® 739D 770D D

These ddmik lsexoet ween growth and sustainabil i
characteristically vuramamraeq@gliom@mamtcihe Med pwy a i

2Chen et. -2al ., 2014, 1
3Chen et . -2al(.6,Di2>s0cluds,silons and Conclusiond).
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yet incipient, and where its experiments and
ot her c BUTlhé cst iivsesi mportant becawmsei ditonr efsaom
appropdavadledpyed economyma nnagerd apdramnprziaati eolny

mi-sli zed aggregat e, infused wid&dh sphei tual utmi
However, 8GAcmuovielnlte demographics, and institut
for a sufficient divhaseaan iofindwdtoiuan, spread ad
capital surplus for growth. The brewniefonmwemaind
are not represented i n&Auwrrdwinl laesgiltrada foarg h ¢
comparative study with the rich and iinsi ght
soci al, ecobnoal c,angoileinsvi r mpmenhaat t o i dent
consequences of demographic planning strateg
3. Di stributional Questions and Spe
|l ncreased densities |l ead naturally to distr.i
The scarcity of resources, as Rawls notes, I
(understood in its refinedolslegncsigiav egahiconrse g u it
society to identify just and stable arrange
including land, h'®Asinge Water at fioeddemonst
i ntensi fy tthheatdéo wa ccrkeeedr np,r o bl evind hofwi drema m gp wa @
income ineguahbmyc, egehosivwarciaabloam saitndhdar ds
Critically, urban environments require speci
that arise due to agglomeration dynamics:
[ We ] need to assert the status of the <city
within the space economy ¢€é& identifiable by
relatively dense networks of inteagfaction (
i fe), and the ways in which it shapes n«
formation of l and, housing and | abor pri
mental i ties and cul tures.
The discussion é identifies a major aspect
i n the spatial concentration of productior
and sorting é This is because the supply
alaw s strongly inelastic so that preferenc
alternatively, proximity and avoidance) C
predi cament that i's magnified by differen
rigitdiati esetintrinsic elements of the buil
Firms and households represent the foundat
the urban | and nexus, identifiable respecHt
where work and empl oyment are concentrate:
maniifrestesi denti al nei ghbor hoods, typical/l
i ncome, race and <cl ass. I n addition, a t|
“There is a vigorouSecetiftoar aetxtarmp | ®n tPrea ks Wh jbeant,. 202 3.
BRawls, 1997, 110, 26, 226.
%sege for example, Soja, 2010Bi bSoij aet .20a09.;, MaOn2jOe y af oert .e
opportunities and challenges of &écompact citiesbo.
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circulation space of the city, which is re€

connections t-thrabarf afclidwd adfe penxdaplae, goods
é

The overarching conditions of political a
ur ban development in any given society. Th
of |1 ocal government and wurban planning act
spatuatti oning of the wurban | and nexus, |
i mplications for the dyn&mics of |l ocal pol
its current density, Auroville does not |
del town in that regar®&®.i Asgenaay &mravel inNtoe ¢
d not without ¥Amsbonc¢r ¢ @kldeha ddienfgaictttgor3 3 pe

ctiawid | bring into play the important i ss
sol™Tthiiosn.experi ment will become all the ri
Au o Wielmogr appmi Enidmeaakd, i nteresting to quer
nsciousness amit ed @aabecleatdenceololfeds ur ban

oices, in terms of the nature and amount o
social infrastructure that one would find
l cul us of diestrebpour oe@ebuafi ngcarocusi ng, wa
pl oyment, educational and other opportunit

4 . Mi gration and Heterogeneity

fth, urban centres are defined by migratio

Aggl omeration as process and outcome goes
technical foundati ons o fgueausnoinvoenri sca | g efoegar tauprt
human exi stence. Aggl omer ati on touches m:
administrative dimensions of human | i fe; é
effects not only on economic I|d®vel opment,

is presents both cHclullamugead &red eoppgentilhi
l tural, linguis@icontcénxatss madi omalAubawvi il é&e
|l erance and mutual understanding while as
versity, the kydoos$ euslédeSanli ioANu tabobdianMeoUh et y
sion for Auroville. We discuss this utopi a
he flipside, anonymity and fragmentatio
y, secondary contacts Bopalsubaisals utodd

I rity are str aiknreidt, grrde sisnutriema tse pnueti gohnb
e ances of cultural conflict and driving
ese are ref &ecrtiecdh isnocAwrl ovdy naemi cs given
mposition. Today Auroville has residents

t
nsi
i

157 S
158 S
159 S
160 S

161 S

cott and S8 orsie@enep 88dbjya,7 2010.

ee for exampl e, Kundoobés remar ks in Majumdar, 230;
ektor exodrkelce, 2001.

cott and Storper, 2015, 6.

ee for exampl e, Umemoto and Zambonelli, 2012; Morri
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critical density and representation are yet
still Teae tbheéawmasterplan noted:

e population growth tild/l now has been r e
at since a critical mass has already bee
icking up, Auroville will attract a | arge
eears 20 come.
hi

s regard, Auroville predemimstexdaiyt i mnd
serve as a model i f cultural unity int hde ver s
vital intensiuryppsobnt hasahAwidiolwa ¢ desaet teicrog, Aur
on and resoliwenittlyi 9§ npri aibdalitemat e rgq d anrctadhriss e m € ig ta
we note here that (in 2008, with guesti mat e:¢
was concentmat édndmidtiibensce Frentandanld0%er mars
nationaddi hgsthe I talian, Dutch and Ameri cal
having 10 or [ Fsosr rPeuprroevsielnltea ttiovebse. a | i ving
particularly for theundbudevedeopeéopimeneér ot i
mass of diversity across nationalitiesm and ¢
incr¥ases.

5. Rural and Urban Linkages

A common concern across urbanization process
Urban transformations are helpful for rur al
generati on, capital extension anceduteahinohp
healthcare and <civic facilities etc. (an ar
through its outreach programmes, as we note
the urban system through ecoaystremolueEeIC\EISC @R
natur al beauty and connectedness and rich,
Auro®i IGreen Belt has recorded remarkabl e wor
be done in agriculture and rur al i ntegratic
i mpoverish neighbouring rural regionsn throu
fl ows, a point Sri Aurobindo mentions in hi
There i s a desypbjledter awhuireeh oins@heegondwoof §&CcCt
i's helpful ®&oipdkate oMotther Green Bel't and i
perspective:

Ruruarlban | inkages include fl ows of -

agricul:tt
based producers to urban mar ket s, bot f

h o |

¥2perspective Masterplan, 2001
¥BThomas and Theéeémas, 2013, 331

BiRevi , 2007, 3 had raised this concern earlier (O6Whil
Ar ab, East Asian AurSeevei lailfanoso wainldl en oT oCha yn,e sJeanbuyar y, 20
to the question of whether Auroville is truly &éintern
nationality -dmd temnti€asemmaissg the babelsewvenazansmeme yo f
claim that 17 nationalities are genuinely represented
representative at present, not enough to share a cup
Ireland. As to the nationalities we have |l ost this ye:
more Estonians, Greeks, or Taiwanese. Where have they
casualties of the housing crisis?d)

, par a. 1.6. 4.
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regional, nati onal and international mar k e
manufactured and I mported goods from urban
include fl ows of peopl e movi ng bet ween r
commutn nag roegul ar basi s, f-ba s eodc caaesri win@d s Ve
admi ni strative centres, or mi grating t en
I nformation bet ween rur al and ur ban ar esé
mechaiffemm price dhsoemeanat piaenfke i eerf @maganat i on
empl oyment opportunities for potenti al mi g

remittances from migrants to relatives art
transfers such as pensheins twr ali gha@ame S, r &
i nvest ments andbacreaddiitnsftridamtumman These s
with inter |l inkages between sectors both
| ocal economi esswarThheygnd nfcod uidee dralckgkagebkt b
and manufacturing and services, such as p
agricultural raw material s. Mo st ur ban ce
ones, relbasend kemadd for basic gogds and
popul ations to develop their secondary and
agricultural ply adedtp e ioine sa nids ua fbtaenn key t o
of more vibrant | ocal economies éma@, on a
pod@regi onal economic growt h.

eased access to information on differe
I Ny ouOdgeesri rgee nteor amiigrnast e t o experienc
out of f ar minad étrynp efsa voofu re nopfl onyormeent i n
ei ti naensusf asca ur i ng. Changing empl oyment
ound i mpact on traditional soci al strt
|l ess | ow castes, wh o dpendl ye ndbd foyy memd
em raes ntohelyonager dependeowniomgté@mpl oy@ip:
a living. Whilst these transformations
should be welcomed forbreaking up soci
r ecocomiccandegqoences are far reachi
rstood ¢é
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al papers é point to a process of [
hier households wuse both rural and wur
egy, whereas poor and vulnerabl e hous
[ for survival
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one of the main reasons for the f a
empt eidirtbo@andrdawkamersurtal promote reg
y were based mainly on assumptions
a es of specific |l ocations and t
e |literature] show the iIimporta
| , social, economic and instit
[a] decentralized approach tha
ticipation of a wide range of
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tiatives. Put differently, piailribaines t he

i ni
inkages need to be based on stré&hgthening

I
This characteristically &GrhapeadrderemprhasoIsa
rur al devel opment . As we note in Part&sl Il I . E,
regional context, and wil |l be placed i n sha
ocal s peculeactoinoonmi a&ndgroovdiho i n the bioregiol
portunity-utrdaendaaq&argersali n a Ruwrshtaan nsaebtltei r
r other cities. [l e ctelsi sAuveivn | | tth e sMas tsa rt (el
[

|
op
fo
this intersection:

(I recentl vy, urban growth was considered
eventing migration from rur al areas. Hov
d urban areas are growing rapidly and
esentlty,onmdt mnmda i nternati onal opinions ;
ey have become engines of devel opment ,
banisati on Taken too far, these policie
avy toll posbanonalembstiecth natural resource

l i able to disrupt the food security of
e talking of eurtbadbn ilsfhnknaggesst.r ong rur al

Q TS C U9 T H
0N O -S> 5=

6. Ecological and Aesthetic Conce
Fin
poi
habi
mo d i
i nc
i nf

al | vy, urbani zation processes have straine
n
[
[
I
I
rang
u
n
r

There is a dense I|iterature on the to
| os s, bi odiversitynldardmes,r ealsiemati en es
ation of hydrologic and biogeochemic:z:
ng overexpoatutoonpfcbngebwwanbdbear and a:
on of enersguys tdaei maanbdl se dcroi nvseunmpbtyi ounn an d
f o¥Aertken@Qerns. Decl aration summari z

S
i
u

stainable urban devel opment, as framed u
volves rethinking urban devel opment patt
ban settlements more inclusi ¥, producti

This has |l ed to a widespread recognition fo
gl obally, with mass-coerrentvesamdnt  tSo@omeowcrms
realignment with our natur al r ootisn. cAeisttihceitsi
of ur bani zati on, with a | oss of beauty and
sustainability and aesthetic sense, and i nde
roots to nature and for manids Sirnt&Aiue eotbeé mw.oc b |
widely refletedmmmnniAuyodi $teurse today, and
notes, tthe mdkal Ausoviflriendi®dt mostyi @acao econc
synthesizing, t he urban ands ecchoallolgeincgael |iinepse,r
its success will be measuredvi Inleaigten egetitni na

®Tacoli;5.2003, 4
%Masterplan, 2001, para . 4. 3.
¥'Sekor exQampgloe,Decl aration, 2016; Seto et al, 2011.
¥Quito Declaration, 2016, para. 5.

®¥Masterplan, 2001, para
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unreflective, 0hgesuedentbaeinsimty | ewels a
aspirations to sustainability, denting the b
Kundoo pungently notes:

We need to understand that Auroville is n
sustainability the most i mportant thing is
iI's newer than Auoromeéahet bat Ahradvidloles,n as
sustainable. As a |living experiment of int
or its city plan. The most I mportant thin
realize it thatdéemei tsyprwevl n@awdhawe ki toft he
mo d e | according to all i nternational stand
many people often |ive on Ilittle I and, and
Aurovill e can absolutely not be cownwsidered
buil dings are made with earth blocks, or h
elitist model We need to ¥upport many mor
Sustainability concerns have -lbieree, ai Gk eAurooo
devel opment debate, particul arlyDewelrepmeénor
Pl an. Auroville has thus witnessed a resist
environment regenerationatothbel seebndf phase
t hat Aurovill e was envi gsiamnedcittoy, bea arel ato
rejuvenating, ecologically rich | i s nvgi seinovni r
is precisely to transcend the polarities. Th
bel ow, of f eriscaal hientpefgurlat iporna:ct
g Example of Integration
Belief / view / stand C%unjesrt:e(l;ef/ that may take us beyond
view i; polarities
Many trees were planted to
arrest top soil erosion with
All trees that have the knowledge that at some
been planted in areas | point in the future these
7 | Not a single tree must | that are earmarked trees will have to be
be cut in Auroville. for urban transplanted or cut. Respect
development need to | the built-up / open and green
be cut. ratio of the city (48% / 52%)
and of the green belt (5% /
95%).
(Sour cleul | Report, Auroville Retreat, =
l n sum, our short and summary discussion of
process map$ ovn sttonMdiolrerAmndiovat €€ quite cl e
anticipated characteristicall® debahopmebt en
|l ines of wurban reform. This account of spiri
the urban environmenstp aptrioavin divedsi mam ceco/rod eurt ti roanta
occurs, |l eading toswole e¢d mer gevaeiomfi ntayo \&am Ssipiti pr
therefore, i s r@aas®inmiéd A wthreo vmaltleer iaand not si mp
suppl ementary, occurrence. I f Auroville is t
""Masterplan, para. 1.1.2
"IMajumdar, 2017, 230.
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spiritualized city, it must accepY¥YAdagtsapve
this to Swis®Adhemd, nwlw may suggest that each |
grosupul col Ieexcntd evretldynigocsagge nt he consent of the
from outro vi eiws cr eat i vbee ctaausket heothdéebspngesbu
fuller realization.

i1 What the BarrtohviNdeds: Urban Futur
Casting a quick historical gl ance, Aurovill
urban thinking, yeartserarhierauds owi tih st te méni tldd
on Human Settlements in Canadathe pPOOG6I| ¢MHatl
ancontroll eddndr b adgsoozcaibaleed economi c, ecol ogi c

deter id6Tht s owas reiterated in Turkey in 1996
of the Quito Declaration on Sustainable Citi
adopted wunani mously by the General Assembly
urbani zéanhé onf asfhe sttvsecnetmytsd r yt r an sét’d rtmantoitvees tir
response:

We commit ourselves to working towards an
I

I
Agenda that wi I

(a) Readdress the way we plan, finance, d
human settl ement s, recogni zing sustainabl
essential to the achievement of sustainabl
(b) Recognize the | eading role of nati on:é
definition and I mpl ementati on of i ncl usi
| egi sl ati on for sustainabl e ur ban devel c
contri buti onasndo fl oscuab n agtoivobemraniment s, as wel |
relevant stakeholders, in a transparent an
(c) Adopt susteaitmaedhd ageadpdresi ve and i nt.
approaches to urban and territorial develo
capacity devel opment and actions at al |l I
c hanmgecel,udi ng:
(i) Developing and i mplementing urban pol.
| omalti onal-stakle mullddar partnerships, buil d
cities and human settl ements and promot.i
governmeabl eot he achievement of sustainabl
(i1 1) Strengthening urban governance, wi t h
empower and include urban stakehol ders, as
providing predictability ¥¥nd coherence in
2Sri Aurobindooé6s biting humour, speaking to the vital
resonates here: OMahomedO6s mission was necessary, els
of our efdpfuar tfd cadtritadenl, v atsh ante aent only for the monk and
the desert.é& CWSA, 1997, Vol . 12, 443.

Habitat | .
HabitatDétt aQatiton, 2016.
>"New Ur ban Agenda, 2017, 8.
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Il n the past few decades, these concerns have
G mar tbarcd t yr ban redesign programmes aggressi
above, backed by a Vvi gordoeus uarcbhaadié®miecinganyctee r a
referdmachena iTnamad MNragdwi mat ¢ hex @2@dAalbe Smart Citi
he 2021 Report on Reforms in Urban Pl anni
awaharl!l al Nehru Nati amth eSibaarne Rennteewgarla t Mids s
roject i nSiTrgsdo2réea i u ann o uée cememnmttGmédr anci ty
oposals in New Yor k, Chicago, London, Bar
ancisco and Sk®Dul amhet wedrmsPO0Db3 ot her pro
ovation and rtenfaggrermka droosssubsd atndn = | devel
adly, these include matters of central <co
i ronment al solutions, including <climate
tain eaopsgwithamauittoinomous tghraete nd oe nreatgy u It
ernalize cost-é¢i stcoi pliumalr yaraemas ,deicrethngmr al i
nning, improved mobility frameworks with
i ciency gains incband -dsmgdiatry amgesnemdg ,s, wil
rgy efficiency in building and construct.
al amdbasemiapacity devel opment, l everagi n

entreprenppreprpatéer paobhciaes, devel opin
alizing food producti d’hDensiptiht ee ftfh ecsiee nmo vseu
to Declaration Notes:

T © &«

O~ 9 - ODdDT D®WN DT
CoOSC S +—Xgc3S TS 3
—“—0oQa-o0o " ~0n <0 S

We are stildl far from adequately addressi.
chall enges €é there is a need to take adva
urbanization as an engine of Yustained and

his background i s relG@vaonnt dxtcafusret Attt ov v
he Earébh|l needg, | aboratory, a n -sei xzpeedr iangegnrteagl a
ow. Apedpltdreshonwltd dikansulAbhr oAiurloei | | e
ing a new urban archetype, a unique f
e New WvdimanaAageddadBarngiamead wtni f ul i ntr
| e: Smart wa@ii tcyh onfE méanm dthlkket yKioddAur ovi

og@®®oO
Tt oPMOoTOQr oo <

oo o0oKQ — o T

ke the f an®earst iBdwrgmeeei,scfwhMolmarvell ed w
scovered that without even k{pod@bsnrigt it he
wned upon me that being a smart city is

attempting to realize since 50 years
ernativeeenpgeadyc &taison, a more collectiwv
iculture, i ndustries respecting t he

sumerism [and other areas] ¢é or, most i
individual, ar edwefgaoieh emate avmanrt hgéteEk
Mot hetr lwawé dl ink ésdma rhfe ciktpyr wessli d nhave pr
nsciusoasctyous of the future of the pl

O d®®m®S = O
-}

o]
8~

"sege for example, Keith et. al., 2020.

"Ssee ¢ewample, Joss et. Al Yin et. al.; United Nation,
Qui to Declaration, 2016
"New Ur ban Agenda, 2017
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to be a model t hat ¢ @luhledr eb es hroeup Idi chaet esdo neel v
ear tohi sé still the dream which attempts to t
A city which at least trie&m&@¥that could b
I n addi t@ omapmi Mg pof t he SsDartamtchty adsa f bo
Mot serconception of Aurovill e as &ae pnriecsreonctoastm
of all human difficulties on eart h&® t[ anod] i
t hiatthe resol ution of dtiHdti cAidrtd wisl If ea cveas ed rsesa
to meet these expectations, to be an urban |
above at critical size and density, sooner t
Needless to say, this ideal of spiritual u
Aurobindo notes, an individual devoted to sp
takaddmn tpiroorbdlee msol | ective | i ke Auroville ever
Accepting | ife, he has to bear nots only hi
burden too along with it, as a continuat:i
Therefore his Yoga has much more of the na
only an individual battle, i1t is a collect
é
The hope of an integral transformation fo
ourselves |ight for the race by throwing a
accept in our Yoga in order wutterly to tre
theidufffies that this acceptance may add t
even if the path is more rugged, the effor
after a certain point!®we gain an i mmense a
This sentiment is &rithoughge iIm $hie pAasclraigrd
to arms Gdevbhevengbeod &baygfeanm whethe storn
the Gatthe attempt to harmonize the ills of
the fulness of their opposidtowwne asnbokt akfoes e e
that shrinks from the struggle, the disgust
cosmic | absthnegsshé¢ hadblecames obdt t wbae | eft b
we personally can be -dirreel if m® mohdhieedbiineeansd m o u ¢
of wanting pearnsgamallblsal wat itchrebof abber wanddt he
which Auroville was formed to | ead, he notes
For the sadhaka of an integral Yoga none o
and selfishness, however spiritual i n thei
di vine strength and courage and a divine
st of f t hat which he would be, they are tha
woul d take upon himself as a robe of spiri
great wheel bring to him no sense of terro
andnows from above their divine | aw and ¢t}
har moni sing the divine | ife with human | iv
BArpi, in Arpi (eds.), 2018, 14.
®¥lGuigan, 2018, Vol. 1, 71, 237, 2509.

8g5rji Aurobindo, GANSA77 19B4. Noisssae RmBil | fur abiscdis,s i OWS A
Vol . 31, Part | V.
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i s vierey dilidt chhétiys set here to solve and
the joy, the peace and the deliverance are
if they do not form a state secure in itse
al oof nesstiaonmd bhwnmt firm in the storm and tl
whether by the joy of®the world or by its
As a vehicle of collective evolution, synt |
material, Auroville is to ground the ideal h
for guidance and inspiration. Mrs. DMe/red ro,p mtem

echoed this sentiment during the pass@ge of
aut onomy:

Auroville is to be looked upon as a vision which has a great potentiality, and this can
be of tremendous service to India and the world at [Efge.

Dr Jagmohan, Minister of Urban Devel opment
in his forewordttso [tAKlug oMlesBd&Eopimant may provi
for emul ation in ot &%Trhet otvenxst aonfd tchiet iPeesr sapse cv
places this idea at the front:
The relevance of Auroville to the country
out here diligently and with commitment, [
raise the oveé¥all quality of 1ife.
And back in 1920, aArty8ar,it Aerpbbhdoaanbhcibpat
an unnamednpPhwi b the following | etter to hi
What | am aiming at is not a society |ike
in view is a Sangha [community] founded in
't is with this idea thatitthtee croannmeen2e vod S &
who want the divine life is the Deva San
established in one place at ®¥first and then
Il n Mé&t hversi on, the key to the fhntddbespsrabnhue
married to practical probl ems of ur bani zat.
Woi wode and Bhati note, insofar asataoamabéempoy
ardeargel y-tefchai céhdiockkatnhgr ¢ 0 resol ve probl ems
manageri al mac-hunergndtbepi rntvanltdl emphasi s he
needed platform f 8 FrandbepéannesolGastebois
smart city mission not only in technology dr

adopted or made through an appropriate sci €
develop intAbegwinldle), bu

8Sri Aurobindo, G2MBA,32P9(ecempledsitdh:8ur

poi ntEssays soBrt hAuGobando, CWS3SA, 1997, Vol . 19, 514
%) ok Sabha Deb&tes, 1988, 477

®Masterplan, 2001, 3.

@

®Masterplan, para. 1.2.10.
¥Guigan, 2018, Vol . 1, 27.
¥Woi wode and Bhati, 2018. Tihfeoyl lao wsion gf | Podathraitt chke G endt deerse <
urbanization itself is an evolutionary feature, creat
applied urbani sm. Eixsp | o i enxgc itthiirsg irsessueea rfaubr tehreea f or A
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there is real pressure for I ndi a t
ds it wi || be others who come to
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Il ' e has marked a begRinmgellg p oi gtnhainst | dyi
i ng and exemplary early efforts of the
riching environment deserve recognitio
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se p g architects [and his may
sen t ways to express hemsel ve
ovi |l maj or part of their |ives
aareeated a sufficient body of works in
umentation, anal ysis of highlights and
l icability and rebevewnckturnbéerodéyefopm

| nlde ar easntd df the worl d.
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er many years of living and building in
undation that these pioneers have | aid 1
ose years, moéffornodn axzrcewdrn ngnd perseverin
hieve a perfectiod ntegtréail s TagaMot heal apd
robindo has made it possible for us to e
wed so ma¥y years ago.

VYO D
OcCc O 0o <

milarly, Th@hmass ocandalThomas view of the ear|l
rk tdodnen in a spirit of jogflbbhcéenemkbdbmgk
nst¥8untding on tAeseviplalsd: eSrharmrtt sCiftoy of
ample, contains a series of interviews acr
the direction o¥Thirbdanndevdespmener abdagt
terprises in intelligent grid development,
rategies, agriculture, education etc., wit
we rcoinmsiaclver seeovervi ews i rmcofPamtt ainwie,n gt e
l'icy action for major pushes in investmen
cking, without which individual enterpri se
ale, Auroville i s yetin o ttsakeearunpe stth,e wirtbha n
ncerns, del ayed i mpl ementation of devel opl
come a smart city, hnouwset v ebre codnyeh @ee phmae e s he

BArpi (ed.), 2
WpocPongel ;4.20
®Thomas and Th
A pi (ed.), 2

8, 16.
3
as, 201 3.
8.

OO0 RO
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the environmental concerns that predominated
frame, with its attendant challenges and opp

Il n several interviews, conversants bneoctaeuds e h a
of t he probl ems attendant to that process
infrastructure devel opment place resource an

and industrial activity. For examplati Mh@jndmd
e for many the future is to avoided just b
to adapt to € [This is due t o] i gnorance
curiosity, an openness to understagd the c
l eft behind, or the kind of industri al ur b
But SO0 many urban environment al i nnovatio
There seems to be an unwill igness, a | ack

It appears this fear hagovVednanmrcwei Aivleqateiewe

incentive structudgesitcgr pWamhiimg a@maepdsaken

group members, | eaadaign ato dae vseylso @& hct sbfi baesa g r
with wurbanization i s wWlnhdeersd @aldaplebl ddmg tmh
urbanization, particularly in industrial set
Auroville, with the Galaxy Model abeambase,

andgdarolng f you run away from difficuldiedo yo
i nnovate and create an urban settl ement t hat

whil e also aesthetically nvinttiemg iamwd guommeun
earleg oft agl anning is a case in point. His cl«
to a spiritual transformation of the wurban |
She explained her plan to me in detail. Sh
an expekaigneinrti t ual research would be carri
matter, through the fritamndnt lod diafl faité wintsit
collectiv® adventure.
As Kundoo notes, while innovations in urban
indicate that there is an extended reluctanc
being |l eft behind, rat her tahlarne adeya dti meg ctahsee |
key sectors. Naturally, this process wil/|l i

friction gebhuerladtiendg bbyo tchi tnyat eri ally (with 1in
esser space andrenaitcekentaletres)puarmaesotpleer wi se

I

soci al pressures due fipegrethat denwhéeyeanhe
l i es. A r eljiefcet iaonnd oifn fcriatsyt ruct ure el sewhere |
i :isiufficient wuntil filled with something pos
inert) intermediate state intervenes between
new iywodgfiiehis is the spirit in thehwhkihclwet h
gat her was Timoetmafrckrsmal i zed

®¥Majumdar,-12017, 230

Ay er et. @his LANS®%es28erious issues, as we discuss i
¥Majumdar, 2017, 235.

¥%sSri Aurobindo CWSA, 1997, Vol. 31, 286
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This show how inadequate are the standard
pl anning. Buts htolhuil sl inot d eeanpyt r wisng out a r
the leading principles of orYfYa@&nipzamicompaand
function of the town is to promote [in con
ti me] a new c uwlotvierle ubryb adht® ecatviing zaat i on
I n this vein, the establishment of the Cent
Il nstitute, Centre for Buil #itrhge Ereertgye HReose aS
Research and the Auroville Earth Institute
anchor the research #ATheexpeoirmehthat soncepr be
acclai med, and they require robust support t
unable to | ocate theas Cceewmrtrreentf oprr orebcatns Roers efa
operational)
The recent approval by!méret iGogr eafni ag MBwrao \di |
proposal, jointly with the Centre for Devel
El ectronics and I nformation Technology and
significant and timely move towards the idea
This coll aboration would | ead to a new wayv
that would amal gamate the aspirations of t
to open up a new window of services & t
superudampy facilities, modelling and si mul a
security as well s | anguage technol ogies.
|t is in this context t hat the Perspective
document ), whi ch &Gwer vdeiss causs sa ni ni nPpaorrtt alnltl ,i nstr
of urban aevellionpeme@mnittvh? 8 Mwenrhtewo year s since it
however, most devel opment proposals have wit
these | swiuees ismcPart T bailt e aarsi nagn, ewxee racd ds
overarching debateal whomrmweresnatteiroends sdewrei ng o
hi storically hampered decisive action.

YFirst Masterplan, 1968, 1.
¥Ejrst Masterplan, 1968, 1 (emphasis ours)
¥Sege Auroville Foundatliron3Annual Report, 2016

20The work of the Aur

o] Earth Institute in particlt
been widely accl aimed

u

o}

il e
edlenbbhtiyyvei t Chads sBdmttEheme UNES
Architecture, Constr tive
The pioneering role e
o]

[
(o 6 g k tTuhroensa sa mdn dS ul<hto&nama b [2e0 1C
f

f the So
C

Centre for Scientific Rese

i
t h

|l ar

emtlde @BI8so anchored Thomas and
ou

construction Kitchen, waste watderd recycl
in Thomas and -9homas ,

Aurovill efgeddauocmoumy.l e F nda®fi00-8 4Ahpvualt eBRepor iwpr R8161
Humanscapes.

0l Studies and Researchd, Auroville Centre for Urban [
22Mi nut e'Meceft itny of the Governing Board, 2022, Iltem 60
which Iimits our discussion. The proposal does not se
was | imited. The <chavlelse nagse timi ss mairltl che yi n nmarirayiing
internal and external technical expertise, to allow f
of those residleavtvemwadgddniewdmeadagkgiynsgg omi ssing component
di scuss this briefly in Part [ 11.A.

Masterplan, 2001, paras. 1.1.1, 2.11.1.

146



D.O WEELEPHANTS IROOMMEAL SBI CHOTOMI ES

Il n di scusbubhdipng, cweyoften encountered thre
of Auroville is to build a city or&d tgr dowtih d
must be organic or pl aigeneeddhvatvett hemsipdpul atrn o
to the number of 50, 000iresPdent s§VsbBouAsd Hlee

Report notes, these are persistent debates t
€ regularly under mine progress, promote st
bl ockages, which may be polarities, are o

reference and ar ecrl arpdlayntocd @ mAy lhtks § ocmdns e d p
vi ewpoints was read on the second day tog:¢
transcend thH¥se polarities &

We agree that these polaritiesdotight otwo nlge rre

Each one has good reasons to support his
bet ween them. But from the spiritual point
opinions can be harmonised in a more compr
Not that some give way to others, but that
efforts to achieve a mor?® comprehensive an
Il n this section, we bri é&f Ityasex plsaitnoa tidiisl dp oa
new city, in a way talsa tweil da naregda naincd aunrdg enmeta s u

i . The First El ephant: A New City o

Ont he first debate, the question is whether

new i#fame Ful | Report of the 2015 Aurovill e
wide reflection and real i gnment conducted
|l nternational Advisory Council, notes:

Example of Integration
that may take us beyond
polarities

Counter belief /

Belief / view / stand view / stand

We are here not to We are here to build a city

1 ‘Bl 3 clty bk We are here to build ' and a society, a society
oS A a city, not a society. manifested in the form of a
society. g
city.
(Sour cleul | Report, Auroville Retreat, =z
The question, in other words, i's whether thi

consciousness precedes or pgoruadoaodmingat elshitsh ed er
simply a mattreat todr ,meicthaacgieotasdesl As GoN@®lulne i ng a
has significant i mpact, as we note in Part
Particul arl y,-raiifsi ogn spebiecciesdreeasgs,ci tgncr et e de
devel opment of urban istnfrRrastituatgeaeand phas

24Full Report, Auroville Retreat, 2015, 63.

2Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 294.

5ee for exampl e2, Dpwdtniong 2Mn2gler 6ls comment t hat what ¢
build new men. 6
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otwithstanding the insuperable difficulty

treat Report notes:
The building of the town and
We should first reach | We have to first build | the growth of consciousness
the level of the town and the will go together. The physical
consciousness that town will attract growth of the town will
14 | the Mother wanted in | more people who will | attract people and activities.
Auroville and only collectively develop People and activities will
then can we build the | the consciousness attractphysicaf
town and attract that seeks to development. The town with
more people. manifest in Auroville. | its people is the “laboratory
of evolution.”
(Sour ckul | Report, Auroville Retreat, =z
the Report outlines, this is a faldse dic
ntral concern, I s i ra<itcoanpé-b tsthhedi ntgh.r oTulhgeh dih
t ween thebwmalteirng) dmrdtgpriaiistiunag) (icnopnesrca toil
at i's belied by the synthetic philosophy
robs nidibffe r mi ng approach addresses this deb
The thing to be done is as | arge as human
the way wil/l take all human || ife for thei
nothing as alien to them, nothing as out si
has to be takeinnoutp obnyl yt hteh es piinrtietlulaelc,t ual , t
but the dynami c, the vital, the physical;
activities that spring from themtiweyl| t hey
may insist on a change of the spirit and a
our nature they will seek for its own proy
Divine is concealed in all, t@eyyewinisl ofiol
seflifnding and all can be converted into it
There are many who perceive the necessity

who are inclined to turn from the prosaic
that any guide and teacher of the nation
grvioeus % rror .

the context of Auroville, Mother pointedl
The opposition between spirituality and msa
has no sense for me as, in truth, i fe an
physical work that the highest Spirit must
make the #xperi ment.

e idea is not to increase population for t

opl e tioasi nAhnagbeirt niott e s :

| f people who come to make bhibdptbééessiow
enviropnmemotul d mean tha® tkesiemtciatytihatai e

at the | evel of the individual experience
on paper, the conceptionhewsa as ki mpteolpll ieg & rot
207Ssr i Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol . 8, 249.
208Gyjgan, 2018, Vol. 1, 281, 298
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in it Here the process is inVveomedhi peor

expertireantcet heir env®ronment is created.
The devel opment of Auroville must be in | ock
its réshdenwestpgetPuensyi | Il e is not merely a
| iF%As the Full Report of the Retreat notes:
The building of the town and
We should first reach | We have to first build | the growth of consciousness
the level of the town and the will go together. The physical
consciousness that town will attract growth of the town will
14 | the Mother wanted in | more people who will | attract people and activities.
Auroville and only collectively develop People and activities will
then can we build the | the consciousness attractphysicaf
town and attract that seeks to development. The town with
more people. manifest in Auroville. | jts people is the “laboratory
of evolution.”

(Sour ckul | Report, Auroville Retreat, =z
Building a robust materi al infrastr-2@%ur e,
particularly i n housi ng, schooling / tert |
accommodate new residents, and tarnadtnvtihdsne el
with the vision. This wil!/l further spur deve
process, a snowbal l effect, which wild.l buil
outlines this strategy for growt h:

Today Auroville has such a work force of o
built up iIits base and infrastructur e, wh i
peopl e. A systematic further devel opment
. rrFll 7
popula@atAwmovi |l Il e fro all over the world é
Just as it is unwise to build the city befor
to come before taking steps to build. One ma
and enthusiasm of new r ediideantss awidl |p rborbil regn:
reactants to the spiritual experiment, as it

pl ayers and entrenched deadl ocks®thbavermamand e
|l andscape as weétdwstluspush Phetcl Vy forward.
the higher consciousness to déscennfd uleenfta rad

false necessity: for us to change, move forw
l evel, we need -nevelwae vt erdtd.c oBmiosa citrlol wairon hi
Ung&rexpligpmataillyrs es t@le swiel Ihotwo tdhet somet hi ng
of the hé&¥len amhli ssowein, asked the Astaoaviel gee
and New Men cQe adAtney eera cpho i Oifitledlrd Yyt rapdod@dt , it

2®Anger, Y Tube, n.d (emphasis ours; we have relied
20Gui gan, 18, Vol . 2, 177.
1

2Unger, 2

ou
20
l!Masterplan
00
2’°Anger, You
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The alolniced n that increasipgacepadpuleati @opm meuwmmb ¢
the gener al state of consciousness and add
reasonable. Three points may be made here.

Fir
ent

st as we discuss i n Part | V. E, the task
r

alig
S
a
i

t

y and acculturation process, mu st be he
ned with the vision. Approparatel spubl
aging, positive outreach and robust rese
ging crude or wanton publicity. Greater
tation to particilpeatteo ian stihatntprwacess ar

me s
eng
i nvi
Secon
unr ea
arriv
align
and p
ot her
the p
ent

, whil e it i's I mportant to ensure the
onabl e to place placing unduly high en
d with imperfect, aspiirfifnregg esntta tsetsa nodfa rce
d or interested in the vision (or pote
blic informationi@eashasgehempl i sul Bar
the virssepoRase Mo.t hetr pepsatedly not
essure of the public spiritual enviro
s and exitssé¢heowuwighhna Prorciedgapacistei § m
ask reserved for the il lumined within
reat caution and a wide margin of appr
s Lient tdeertsawdhn li¥oogaa certain ca@rdp,) awi ghme
capacities and qualities, he counsel s

nKQ 0O = umwc O® o n o

r
a
wi t h
fitn
basi
€is useless to raise thefogueatiohuméanfbeéeine
full of fauldevaemdthecagpeaeaiteid#ssadhaks are

On these |lines, Mot her asked only sincerit)
di scipline, 2%r1dmmiamadii @atnddst noh Bopwerk in /
result of it:
I men had to s
i

f p work when they are not
s in the work a

t o
that we nAllst progress and p
Third, ay e glelmamntdisvevariety, fullness and de
representative iphr ot bé&r Motumkd intgi vaelse ahs a s p

research and devel dphmmetnhte cneindtsrte ,@lflaea Iple r mfe ir telg

dilution is compensated by the integrality o
é if we take the example of what is happet
right in the middgst tohfe adlilf @tihdiusli tcyhhaebsg e.d.m ¢Tth
a certain perfection in realisation | mpos
i ndi vidual i sol ated i n tihaen feoxraensptl,e igsi valnwg
proof that the rest wsl happeabhg therftfobkhow

2“Mot her, CWM, 2002, Vol. 13, 155.

2Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 199, Vol. 29, 33.

26See Mot herlots geensarWwi:t hout saying that for admission

conditions that need to be fulfilled are good charact

gener al goodwi |l Il . Guiganpn20d8anVelar |l ¥y, p4®cutrisios ito iA
realized.

2"Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 299.
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have a much broader radiating iinflmeate. A
happen. But the problem stildl remai ns: ca
bef ore the supramentalisation of the singl
comunity or group conditions would clearly
and probably more perfec® than any individ

't i s worth noting ilwbee hehat oareiami zar fqgquest
progress wifwasa woderdbred by Mot her and Sri
the expansion of the Sri Aur odirmafou pesdgs afm e ai
the war. They noted that the increase i n nun
of consciousness, but that the consequent re
to the Ashram, a ateddtfiivell & onforwo rcédo,nfcoemttir b rei
it can apply to Auroville today.

't is trite &oappyothuhtltdducgpd tiysl luemi que, and o
[

foll ow n the footsteps of other urban col |l e
di vorced of its spiritual goal kiagyeagatr arty i
precisely dHhel dasnlg,of ncity tangi ble and inte
on the individual and collective to manifest
i sihmaamofs -dedifcati on damrdo wnmgph ,Kanrmd,ast in the
evolution, its result:
There is a period, more or | ess prolonged,
i ndi vidual wi || has to reject the dar kness:s
put itself resolutely or vehemensttliyl lona t he
sort of gulf or distance which necessitate
accurate, sometimes even very distorting,
human current. At the end of theoprocess,
egoism and impurity and ignorance, t his |
individual becomé% the divine working.
I n this progressive schemaidfdidgv alcdmpmarst ,ant
purificati onVoamwd das @inrda tBihart .i transl ate this
pl anning:
Spati al and urban planning in particular i
and structuring our built environment in r
political, geographical and historical i s
solution and conflict resolution capacity
t heory This said, any set of probl ems o0
rethinking of our planning?oncepts, appro
Il n sum, the phaaeanpngseretensi sythe ground fo
collective organi z atoitdee ftchuartd iamrge \witsitcre: hear

2Gui gan, 2018, Vol. 1, 75.

2Sri Aurobindo, QWSSO0 M®t9hervodismi I28r 1y notes, o6When I
only for the sake mefanmshadbancal 0 adhet pathentf Yoga. o
(emphasis ours).

2Woi wode and Bhati, 2018, 46.
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t may even be said that the supraphysical
It

S height sd weewoawe akeway sourafcdhhet fir m
Earth | s o6sHayss ftoloe ilhpgani shad whenever it i m
in the universe. And it is certainly the f
make our knowl edge of the physical wor |l d

foundati on for edde, heygdhrr f dmowlhe hi ghes
Brahma%®i dy a

Il n this context, marmey ernedgeinsctye rgeech ear afteeadr boyf dpe

iin other words, the idea that urgent and dec
mi stmkdwse to our relative state of i gnorance
were made from an ill umateédd anhateatefvtcewsci a

There is a fordmart wmatwaliy ht Feaysi,ty was not
because huge and colossabB?mistakes would h

This is an understandable fear, but i1t is 1in
will be made. Sincere err@®rist are ppyedreat| &
that human@?® $wiafdtvnaenscse si. n action does not ne
sl owness does not guarantee truth. The corre
strong, i ndependentimabr oge anasr i fod ref rrdeagikesnncoyn
eval vantdi dreedback | oops in execution to corre
by the wisdom of the collective (with a vol
Mot Bemwords, if not yet her dfff actshguitdJamcett
decisive pace of growth with quick | earning
are nostomaset and will evol ve, yet t htait mev ol u
execution of aprlogregecetasnee@y osfth anti cbhbwi | ds system
spillover risk of failure or mistakes) with
not es:

I f they can agree, the work wild mattfearster
because you start withyoneprdgaeasdaehdt wi
So it dmesat d&s owmd i &n ,Onilty, try to put yol

as to staGt&#bbbner, that
To sum up, to the extent that this dichotomy
of the city and resulted in inaction, with
room i s both unhel pful and unnecessary.
2lsri Aurobindo, <Q@WSA4,13199, Vols. 21
2?Majumdar, 2017, 237.
25Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 12de/mdPstirmteanaearcalo,
boar dAgendamd even before, in her handling of the orc¢
accept problems andNidrbtlbaubhnhnbesdesoti ppi orceds. an ea
Mot her 6s attitude is a useful i haifdeardsofacwroharnti awa ttiho
definitive acti onii ni nAcurreoavsiilnlge .n uHmebgemmask sestrcv.hei bnt ef est
while he himself was a I|ittle worried about the risks
that the Motherdéds very ndtowr3e8.ilsd 7t o face danger. 6 Nir
2The Full Report of the 2015 Aurovill e Rleotxraetaitv es ul gogoeps
to allow for qui®&kke Fonsti Repioonhal Auebuorirml e Retreat, 20¢C
practice. We discuss this in Parts |11 and 1| V.
2Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 58.
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ii.The Second El ephant: Pl anned or Or

similar analysis fdobwanktdr vehesuse @Asgavki ded
scuss in Parts I11 and 1V, a raft of plann
nce 2001 have remai-qrea@dundn dpapeéopmewittsh
systematically outside of a poticyalfrpmamwn
rument s, such as the Masterplan and its
sfavour, imrpéaeifie rpd acmeoeafdr gbewel opment i s
ither entirely fixed nor completely fluid,
ganicity is inefficiency and disorganizat
anning and orgadhevceltgpmeantAurovill e

osca—cua»
- ® — 5 35 — —
w
—

debate between the two pd aamaancogntapefr ofl
eting of the Auroville Planning Group in O

3 4 ©
o > —
%

the discussion which foll owed an intere
up arose, in which Roger is very much a
gration of the existing Tami/|l popul ati
osiimpgpt h on t hem TJaar dp roenf aocburriscealtveeds p |l an
od has to fit, and i f&i parsiobpabeod
grow spontaneousl y. Roger explained
bhe Il ke to agree, i s, no designs,
e it a chanc&l aséeéeawhat heomeme o
all, i1t is a spiritual and evol
e and it wil!/l happen anyhow, wit
de how Aur oeviwel ec ains dtoo nboet hbi unigl tb
keep on evalwuating and correct
@ampreconceived base. He said he did not
oup to come up with one, for he would be
at a third solution is precisely what we
ind tha% third way.

W —T0 Y OS5 TS T S

~~Q " T TIITS —0s —Q—
o —

Oj"‘ﬁ

The third way, it appears to us, i's the des
har moni ous actions responsive to changing ci
ment al tir@®@o@| apopaohaneities tied with for mal
of r®asonnmThi sawad& Motdeerof operation, the
anarchist i® 8SrewAapepbiedoto ur bainmepadnatnntiang
find that third way:

Where Wil i's one with Truth and Goc
| mpoverishemi o0t nlly gearcteh
They kéepnaGoud al breath of mightine

Hi s bare spontaneous swift intens
e
Compell ed to a spontaneous servit
The -ewamging incalcul able steps,
26Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 2

79.
2y i Aurobindo, GANSA2883997, Vol s. 33
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The seeemiknge®@s sdante pl an
Of i mmenfser wes |l idn tX*Reir perfect pla

The route to that ideal and el evated state
ardwbee astepnsi emenftradmttyhe fvittheel ego t o
ual and finally, suprtahmee nneatlh orde:a |giizvaetni
ual states are yet unattained in the c
|l ined planning and execution with the
inkahwyg& prr iprogfessive purification,
for development activityboandhactci ow
entive monitoring, | eadsgr dloa xtahtei oDni va fr
I ne produdesimnMcohi sctciovnetle xit | | ndeesvse | o
t rting this to our di scussi on, rej e
ent s, absent a sufficient inner purif
he disguise of organiciblteg.mddce:it his co

—
>
(¢

CToOQoOY9T gV ®
>SS0S = T —0TT
o sSnwao<n ==

ome constitutional &Geatusvion di sBwusG\
ciated programmes approved by her,

ckly as matters allow. These include the
h Lines of Force etc.

O O T
-~ c 5 -
[ R © B
®
%)
%)
o

Second,

the Gal a
Ti thies t h
acti viti of aonrd ap oppruol garteisosni v e ZMhlleni f dkiss @u s D ns

the Masterplan provides a broad poli
X
e
e
proposals, as also the consultative process
a
e
S
u

e

h

y Model, and retains space for futu
rr bagnidd yneotr Gesytsabteista f ioc devel opment
S

Masterpl n | ays down broad policies and di
determines the hierarnwshy idfentofdsesahdnadcass
standard for common facilities of educati on
infrastructure requirements, presents a roac
requirementcsti Wt hesesagaso, it agei wagesf al
devel opméhtom| alme Masterpl afitoomahief dstant loé
concept of the Ga®BawysModel naondpMoghessi vel:
pl ans for devel opment.

Third, plans need not be Whitlhert ra gdida mat reind
framé&s ecef and obag@mnigec dgdgmaginiiengsef ul as a ma
the intellectual extremes, a common tact for
rhetoric#&ihdargumesntwe often witnessed in arc
remember her & 3Sreimakkrobi ndo
The capital period in my intellectual deve
what the intellect said might be at once ¢

28Sri Aurobindo, G3WBA,28B97324&40ls. 33
22°Guigan, 2018, Vol 1, 327
Masterplan, 2001 par a 2.11.1
ZlMasterplan, 2001 par a 2.3.1
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justified was true and its opposite was a
movement develops whi®h reconciles all con

Il n that wvein, an i mportant archival document
Mot her to the FbMar Fonuh9a? i nequestlBme fFomds
Foundat ddT hisettier one of the few documents of
articulation of the planning approach to Aur

debatWes wane se

that ought to inform planning

informed in discussions that the | etter was
industrialist whom Mot her had put I n charge
Whil e we could not | ocate asyppgenxt utahi vi aet
narrative style of tdhkee Motrrehandhithe perf o0
support this reading. That does not however
Mot serexpress approval of its contents.

Il n general, sever al conversants brought wup t
to be adopted wdilguti dmeazei, ng oMatelhmeari n sensit
dogmatism. The Full Report of the 2015 Retre
reconciliation:

Clarify when Mother is
speaking of fundamental
principles and when she is

. ‘Mother clarified that | indicating an area where
15 | “Mother said...” so we

. the truth is knowledge will develop
should follow this. evolutionary’ according to the developing
consciousness of the
Aurovilians
(Sour crul | Report, Auroville Retreat, =z
We thus propose and adopt the followi@g int
words in this study:

i Mot her 6s words must be read in the conif
particular conversant in relation to th
bet ween decisions relevant for the ti me
gui dance wéaliehant today.

i I n case of an apparent i nconsi stency or
har moni ous interpretation that gi ves ef
those document s, ought to guide the int

2pyr,20iL7, 79.
The Ford Foundation replied t this letter indicati:r
already involved in other proj ts in India. As a mat

Seeflaectetde raf t6eSrA SMoRtehf ¢

d Weary of Hindocha F
n Administrative Aff a
8, Vol . 2, 182.

0
ec
did not mat ereiaalliyz a,i viimrsdiomast itrha@at
Ford Foundation Offer to Fund an
di sagreements in the Committee o
at the®eee f me. exampl e, Guigan, 201
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iii Caution must be had in divining the pur

words where it is not manifest.

i v. Mot her 6s words are to be read in |ight
resolving interpretive issues.

V. Documents signed or initialled by Moth
authored by a disciple.

vi . Views expressed by Motheros chosen inst
weight, yet are not final

Given the relevance of the Ford Foundation |
widely ready, we provide here a summary comm
approaches. The | dtheers ybsetge nmss ebnyg ionuetelriinnign ga p
of AumwivtiH lee,particul ar emphasis on town pl al

and sever al streams o% wppkoygeh @Uindefsnegdst ¢
highly specified,r osisi )s ecst ocrosmp r(eihiein)s ipvliea caecs
executi on, regul ar evaluation and monitorin
pragmati sm.
The | etter identifies four reasons for the s
firstacihs etve@ maxi mum results from thie dredst
avoid an inefficient method of i mdnpelceensesnittaattiio
further expendi tdurlehd os acacnd@hiflyt ond issst rikpersit nar y
to town planning. The third is to monitor an
parties, whmacjhori tr etéeprofmssei ebfioluirttyh i s t he need
strategy. Here, the | etter notes:
€ so far progress at Auroville has been, (
nature when compared to the possibilities
engineering appr oaeohr,i ewsnhtiecdh pilsa nanimigg halnyd g a
approaclprocess which i1is efficient and dir
Aurovill e has reached a stage where the sy

at hand i a necessity.

Two points are striking #Hrefttricgdi passaage. thha
been sl ow and unsystematic (absent any exag:¢

|l etter to an external funodorngnageéemown, taowartdls
goaliented and as the | etter | ater notes, ti
Adirectionéalf swppmagciltall It that, i's the ce
Gystems engiafadser i ng appr
being concerned with planning, devel oping
that achieves the goals for which the town
resources €& [ Thi s] approach is a relativel
of demp prX8bl ems.

2Z4Ford Foundati on
2Z5Ford Foundation

B
© ©
oo
© ©

Letter,
Letter,

156



This approach is then detailed out in the fo

The systems engineering approach é involve
covers the project from the beginning unt
preliminary phased devel opment plan was th
S. | . Firstman of the Planni’®g Research Co
These phases were ident idfoivend cwintche ppr, e cfiusnicotni,
conceptual desi gn, preliminary desi ghhedet ai
first threebehasmpl et ed on a Iwaare ftohoetni ndge tian |
with the following key points:
First, the town concepdn@erhmiace S ecitaol esndbphy

town and determine 6For them,a time sequence.

i . Operformance goialdsedntairfey itnog bbeo tshe té buupd g et

6time | imits.

ii.o06a fund acquisition plané is to be drawr
funding.

iii 6a town feasibility analysisdé is to be
i ndustry, commer ce, agricuiamurthiasndb adih
Opreliminary economic plané is to be pr:¢

i v.strict monitoring protocol s are to be
establ i shment of o6éeffectiveness measur e
compared against these measures in a (
devel opment . o

v. an O6organization that would do the town
positions, communications, documentati o

vi.a O6anticipated popul ation profileb6 is to
popul ati ono.

viidetail-pdi mtbédeti me chart] s] covering th
already developed, and annexed to the | e
reqguirement anyedarhed prreequisree d mafor etalcd 2
frist el even months, Sri AurobiyedosSowi¢ert
8.5 -yneaanr s being solicited from experts;
to provi dgeealrls.,3 wiyadetar 4. 8 rmann exper t s.

Second, i n t he t owd b jae@fl iyt d |2 n spphoarstea,t i b he (
communi cati on, housi@g,inchddshgy,theagrneluadt
dransportation and i §gdwmgter y,0 theu dierfg naermdd pol
Third, in the conceptual design phase, all w
are &Gol bée -siynsttoe nssu,b t hat i s each functifon wou

For t hi s,

26Ford Foundation Letter, 1969, 3.
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[ Otrade off <ctondliuecedé darteo téadelher mi ne t he
from a host of alternatives?o.

i Oobjectives and sgssemaanesdoobeecadens ul

iii 6relationship between differenti foubsyst
exampl e, 6in case of transportation rel
transport, and factory site and housing

iv.O0inducements to attract specific econom
be deter minedd.

v. the O6transport network~o is to be detail ¢

vi.a O6regional i ntegration plan with its
detail ed.

I n what follows, the | etter sets out in bull.

outcome. Some notable entd@deéteadi Iredqtedensttpriaaamy

safety ré@Queramendppoeleicmi casy and then det ai
plan for mi nga@demetapmertt owgéead f eEegguivedment aar
rocurements and c @nricsaorrudcitni atne ds piencvi ef sitcnaetnito ni
(hospital §, lsacnh ofedrai rgcypoci al and@dad ndregirad eal:
staffing a®gdnetarsalirrei mperpgloa marysdj édaonfd earl |1y tsoewgnu es
of i mpl ementbanhdomhaatt yyi seeer al years ahead
software for i nbaeddatte ds ydsatteam sy sltleendt i on and

I n terms of the exeéerwitde nt,hevhwdrek MoftGhtetre @ wh d
@wverall responsibility for the execution of
Project Ma n dlgrednecmdat iTreamt he need for a centr e
required in Auroville today as ddweoditsamwses oifr
Projectd Digleet®specially in providi #jAd eader
the work proceeds, the | etter anticipates th
at the end of each phagdeefli t&c oidulga nonaidntgh edrae
harvested frdmstbetWwonkddsesnmeh that | earnings
keep the organism plastic. In this, the | ett
Retreat, which is again helpful to quote:

Encourage widespread
experimentation on
alternative methods of

Auroville should keep We should rely upon | governance in small groups.

experimenting with old ways until we When something seems
21 neEu structurei/ have the scalable, try it for a
approaches consciousness to use | probation period in a larger
PP ' new ones work group with a fallback
option to resume ‘normal
service’ if it doesn’t work
out.
(Sour cleul | Report, Auroville Retreat, z
%’"As we discuss in Part 111, leadership and central di

anarchist spontaneity.
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s, the Ford Foundation | etter eendvgies aagneds
ovative; (ii-podndci-tpunaec dd mdod a xeencnetdi oann d
incorporates, without hesitatilost piwehibregtt c
eri ments. It provides clear benchmar ks,
eval uad eprAaagroevys 4 le&end current state, as we

What emerges from this i mport @nlte pdhoacnutmiinnt tihne
i oncerned is a recognition of the -false
approaches. The®!| eltetveerl opsnent eaaust hée
d, wi t h (i) systematic phasi ng, prec
ment s, (ii) including plans for inter
seexmnhibieiga nwiztalhri i@ma | wistt r uccltanas tt g msl e f a m
ntly, (iv) a responsive and quick fee
é¢raged technology to adapt to changin
Pa/mrt £alchl odnd hese are chronic gover |
l e today.

exp
i mp
and -lw
not e

Aur ovi

— 5 <o —o

Wit hout pl anning or form, an organi sm, I f

di ssipation, and without the space for fl exi
Organisms grow -decolrdped, tandweill iplrans vebhyap
mut ati ons as pAsr iDiPg Ctha tttloe aldihgyhaty., f or mer me mk
and a distinguished philosopher &hd ©romeenas
di alectics of organicismswi,t hda wtc orngd unautiitoyn ias
withinm®ltmissin this vigilant play, respondi
appropriate cor@easpveatibat fAur avislploamt aneou

—+

i mi
a
e

| ndeMeod her notes at various points the é
operations in planning, and prefers s
pungent exchange, when presentati wht h

to be done prematurely:

-

I

pont an
thatdes
Shyam Sunder: Many in Auroville say that a
Auroville; they are for spontaneous workin

[ Mot her replies:|] Spontaneous work can be
anyone claimifig to be a genius?

As we discussed above, Sri Aurobindo counsel
the context of planning, i mpul sive activity
play to a vital subjectivilken desitrhee fnames pdn
be progressivel ytihe al gldesde,i pori nperde, f idgi urreecdt,i o0 n &
precise outcomes with a clear pl &mavherget t
travel -gthaei m)o.r lAds: Mot her say

®Chattopadhygayhli, Kedk.,),r20g1lngFdi szulsseRangoas wamp sult
(ed.), 2011.
®Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 281.
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A clear and precise vision of what is to

have it done are the essential cd8nditions
Sri Aur obiSwdnot hdeestiasn tosf avYinosghal ,5i ci ent pur i fi
vel i's attained on the path, through the <c
fort, contemplation and wohlngsanchkzathan atk
'l naturally become spontaneous by the for
I am very fond ®@fi fpthpesr wh@armirgatni esre wan
idtl require only <c¢clear and precise i nfor mé
sufficient trust in the Organising Power |
premature demand for spontaneity, with an
kely tremad tisnamtia (as reflected in the
robindo sounds a clear caution on this fro
But still, in the practical devel opment , €
utility and must be given its time or 1its
effective to begin with the | ast sa&nd hi gh:
either, to | eap prematurely from one to ar
recognise in mind and heart the Supreme, t
prevent the recognition from becoming rea
beguy it may be dangerous to i magine or to
in the hands of the Supreme or are acting
i ntroduce a calamitous falsity; it may pr
movemdntsheo ego with the Divine Name, it me
whol e course of the Yoga. There is a perio
and struggle in which he individual wi ||
theetowature and to put itself resolutely
Li ght The ment@&@l eemoei ginss, thlkeevhealdt desir
being have to be compelled into the right
the right influences. |t is only then, on
surrender of thaen | lweveef ftocttdk, hbeghaeuseae t he
acceptabl e.

A rejedmtriddbpbhafpni ng practices in preference

dangerous, i f spontaneity is cofdfhleateed swiat h

goodwi Il , but it is .0%ortadoeasgotesgeemi bao

the past or from devel opments el sewhere. Sri

under our feet:
I n emerging, therefore, out of the materi a
be careful that we do not rashly condemn \
one tittle of its gains, before we can sul
gr asmedexrure, to $ccupy their place.

20Mot her, CWM, 2002 Vo l 13, 155

Mot her, CWM, 2002 Vol . 13, 155

223ri Aurobindo, GANSA60.1997, Vol s 23

Guigan, 2018, Vol 2, 132.

2%4Sri Aurobindo, G2MBA,14997, Vols. 23
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the Ford Foundaamonhi hetyemstbgmmps egabesgyi
nned and directional approach to avoid th
i mely cauti@nhigdtverni cAaulr orve d dred Tasn wser i di s
obs nwor ds & hwipteh cauntd f or m, | i f ebAhaefhecef ¥
defined planning strategy, of t he kind
i onal Devel opment Plans Formul ation and |
s intellectual polarityebebhtwegnabedabnhcot
p rboacseesds t hi nki ng at -ttdhaey |deevceils ioofn sp,r aicnt itchae
Sri Aurob&ndppandcMot hethe | etter. The de
S 1is nat utrhadn yd ocenaes,i ebuts atilde response to -
roaches in Auroville can contribute to th

may also address here a related matter.
ountered the idea that the Divineowi Il de
uld not get ah&®TOhiws theoms menbhealr ofl lamcst e
pared byAsdhemiRlewyi ideni%$99, which notes:

n the Mother was asked in early 1965 who
r@plkei SdpréemenlLessence, this reply expres
o®i deeel opment. One is that the physical
igher Force and is consequently, bound to
projection &n dfeivred mopineq t Adfiracsv iiltlse | i mi t at

s sentiment is true from t he Jefxradm ewlh ipceh
her wasarmrtpieakli atged &Ln f®r iDidvltneemandby , al |l
or , is determined and sanctioned by the
haps particularly so. Yet, without furthe
entivize |l axity, or even wWorse:

he devel opment of the experience in its
ower of its results, ends [ [ [
he aspiration and p

eeM opment , each of t
nder where the D

ime or its place. |t wildl n
il ghest al one. |t

O another.

:—'-O-c
>
QD
D
m(/)—h-c
— —

e
t
h
t

may introduce a calamitous falsity;
fying the movements of the ego with
rt and ruin tRe& whole course of the Y

%5ege for example, Motheros response to o6fundamental g
three. El sewher e, Mot her notes: oO0lt [the city] wildl b

as i

nstruments msielllv edso. sToh edye sapriet eo ntlhye puppets in the

depends on imwemarelreitrhges pl animion i mgr tThatex esc wthiyormn e

Guigan, 20%®8., Vol . 1, 40
#%Residentsd Assembly Dr

247S ri

8
aft Masterplan, 1999.
Aurobindo, GXAMBA,60997, Vol s. 23
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As Mot her and Sri Aurobindo counselled, fait
a substitute for individual efsfaotrétwiiacred degp itrh
aspires with an energetic i ntt eamsdsdinc &md emra ntih
awaits it, iIs central. Sri Aurobindo emphat:i

Reject too the false and indolent expectat
surrender for you. The Supreme demands you
it: you are free at every moment, til]l t he
antdo reject the Diwginwei ng, tiof ryeoccualdr ey owirl Is
Sspiritual consequence.

é

An inert passi [
passivity noth
Nature that | e
strong and hel

obedience of the il lumined disciple of t
against obscurity and falseh®od, of the f

vity is constantly confused
i ng true and power ful can ¢
aves it at the mercy of ever
pful submission is demanded
h h
a
Sri Aurobindo further reminds us that I nten
descent &f epMeetsheenrt dGge radcer, itrmmpotent albly our
movements contrary to the truth:

€ the supreme Grace will act only in the c

not act in conditions |l aid upon it by the

to yield to the demands of the Fal sehood,
The devel opment of the experience in its rap
resul ts, depends primarily, in the beginning
personal effdtt of the sadhaka.
But the entire substitution of the divine f¢
possible. Al interference from below that v
first be inhibited or rendrerewn ifmped enhoiand.
and always repeated refusal of the 1 mpul sion
us and an insistent supporP?® to the Truth as
To sum up, we &@otelbabphaBswr dMoit hleed® awnids iISon A
woridcsan only be understood by the soul, in a
the | ong path to that realization, a discipl
Masterpl an, Ford Foundatvide &ehek®mpfIad droerhgd e
the contact with the Divine is not in some ¢
not some measureskhtjjpabeaiecehedmentdenti personal
predorfmatei.s in this way that apmeoaaheéty
8Sri Aurobindo, CWSA, 1997, Vol. 32, 3
2°Sri Aurobindo, GAMBA,5899Fi miVbasl y2 Mys hMdtph ers rwe ptehatye
al ways as compltete tapp dmpemnawobresel f and receive it. o
our s .
250Sri)Auroblndo,-7CWSA, Vol . 23, 86
»lSri Aurobindo, -9CWSA, Vol . 23, 58
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Th&t what is needed: to coordinate the eff«
The atmosphere is dislocate?®;, it has | ost
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Thi s
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hitdhel irghticence to planned dTlelhves |l iomtmeqrt a tri
mpted on these issues in the 2015 Retrea
ood ground. The ®Redt raenatta ghoenpi osrnis naontde sp otl ha
a third spateevergmedyi ngn support. Il ndi
happening GZtUobnodt that eloym.this momentum
seems to have dissipated as we were met
indicates the need -Ifeore Imoirnet eprearcntainocenmst o
coymnuonibbui | d a | asting consensus. That s
on. As we note in Part IV, a constant an
repeated conversationp aati bpk e [€pposskte e a m
eatesses outlined in the Full Report, fo
omes within a period®of three years, did

sent i mdmtr iex amptl enewnger expresses thi s

erything in Auroville can be contested
sponsibility towards <children, the ©pro
il anthropic falsehood. Al these have b
ad ehned tédlB8dmeusand & uiilfdtdéeciet was the slig
at a scale the experience of Auroville c
rception of things!iawhdato fk noonwelseed gfe! !'of Itth
peri merhtasé tOneome together [to] remove
comes and mMBre transparent.

n
b
€

requires a c¢clear and strong executive
e debates practically with concrete p |
omes with meroiutnar ipnrgo)j e&mnt & e tait meddd nug uveb | a fc
sive acti tFoo rmotvhei st,h ea sc iwey cfoonrswadredr. i n

on
to make appropriate and urgent planning choi
t h

prep
Thus
t his
mi nd

aring of e Detai vadi Revelobpmene Brawt é

, to sum up, we note that Auroviifler need
: as we consider in Parts |11 and |V, e
sets is required to reenergise the next

»®?2Guigan, 2018, Vol. 2, 331.
ZZAuroville Retreat, Ful I Report 2015 14.
®Auroville Retreat, Fuld10.Report 2015 Annexure 6, 6¢

*Majumdar, 2017, 238.
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E.SECTOWI SHIAPPI NGAUWFOV I LGEGROWTHTANGI BLESINAMINGI BLES

Mot her and &ridéAdalobbndéAduroville places upor
responsibility. To be a true Aurovilian, as
for, rather than a gtiatt]Jusi sacihn ewreidt.i nAgs: Swhhea tn
Not &a&@asy. work is both within and without, t
necessarily visible to the eye. This present
as sever al conversantsinwoti eed,t hfeorcoimmtuenri n yl: 4
can this progress be judged? It is naturall:
measur es, and indeed, judgments on spiritual
Nor is it helefluyltoamea@upavfumresiliine purely
That said, certain markers are hel pful i n an

Mat eri al progres®d ideaksaanonspeciMotbeprogr a

Material progress in relation to programmes
the Perspective Masterplan 2025 and other
measur ement eofr iteinnhee da nadc tg ooanls .

Demonstrable metrics of wunity and harmony, o
and execution of such projects.

Standards of transparency, efficiency and ac
measured as against their own mandates.

Rel evance to collective problems el sewhere i
Compliance with | egal nor ms.

Il n Part L, we pwiove dsummasryymopltomrg stelce € |
chall enges and development priorities. I n Pz
Mot her and &rguiAdanbendon collective organi za

gual iabj éceltalvleenges and suggest governance
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i's necessary, too, that she should corre:q
f sensible fact, the concrete realities of
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i s Hi sbshgstithg, Upani shad ¢
Sri Aurnobiendo vi ne

pahri ts, wed ervee iogowme nAtusrt oovgieltlheeMro t € tvhi si on an

mmupli agning dosclemseEeamt somEr be s i decehnatlil Beyndggeosv e r
vel opmenQurpratotrempteshere iandothématri a, reap
mprehensitvied e mtviefrywi ®avl i ent pointsimhornrhe ¢
tpfta@anni ng Sedtoiiemr amricniggdyanni ng and ur ban [
vel opment , parti cul a(rRer ssp encct8ieveeh: i 022002851y s M a <
nd acqui siSecot@Gcansi ddres ciegi.onal and outre
ctiexmmd nes t heSdotuisemglEessectbe. education al
ndsSemteiaoma |y ses tared eccoommenri &ceé @ 1 G asdedcrteosrs.e s
r i caun & ufroeo dWes ela tlarne togni rtihceaut pi ocedtensubgesp
vernance reforms in Part 1| V.
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A.URBARLANNI NG IRRRASTRUCDEREL OPMENT

As cadtp the sl ow &dGakibageaRAueoygil obes, in a se
A complete review of wurban planning and inf
entire catalogue of developments in Aurovill
el ement s, mait teu a l&lll yliy Viofgd tdhmel rur badc i ¢ ya od dfh
futbhbeeomes a ground to mani fest that ideal s
simply to review the development of materi al
but rat her, of the outer expression of an i
Aurovill e becomes a testing ground for expe
coll ectives can thrive. | n t Ipiag .edg-he mmazsytehlaz
thew ur ban ismciiethncxedeepest aspiratsowlnvi ng tiwea
to i mprove urban settl ements, but a paradign
Mani festing thi gufiarem, aye tunidrewisdiamldea ,ngr e f t T
for the future, a robust mi x of technical
i magination and reali sm, to allow for t he
knowl edge sacrteesrss dirsoan pl i nes and geographi e
pressing gl obal conversation, Auroville stan
it indeddei scittoy R&E eSean tfhr i etélsidwsif elwewndso v ialnl e
urban planning and infrastructure devel opmer
avenue for inquiry.

Our aim however is far more modest: we outli

i n -gli ayinwintgh a focus on devel opments igmst t h.
better understand the governanwe thlealclodn geecst

organi zes its energies to allow for individ:i
concern. As the cofqimyreiary mae &r § orheé hewe ertvy e v
Masterplan, it is wusoeff utlhet oparsetf Iteoc td eosni gtnh ea np
future. 't i s wist)h (i )xha vsi eaw nt hteh ad a tSa¢l coagt ueeq i oef s

studies and proposaltd,atarhd vtehSaoaltliicoweldeim)e nhk rait
movements in the-19®0mM9,y (yyapr schve ems2d@d&Ee b hh 99
|l ed Mast baempgdraorvi des an annoftiantaeld dsaucmbmaenryth md r K
devel opmen)iicioassipdemni ng work on populia}tion r
brieéVvVyews the i mpl ementi at itdhre dffa,§widamn iamg i 9t
di setsort 2000 W@Wa&® b d 202 =spectaach ywi t h a
pushgna&) conssiswmfeerde téleopment of the Crown a
wetde focud a@fonddAtd.eoenvi(exws t hids awWwgoadescaprec e o
and deveropmeni es.

i Movement in ,01BéePDOODr |y Years

The years between 1961 and 1968 saw consec
materialize the vision of an 1 deal u ban ¢
approval of the concept, the Galaxy plan un
envisioning four zones representing key asp:¢
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housing and ®éfr vice&(st)hream@r oavn) to nurture <co
intersections of the zones! all organized ar

As the ambitious project to regenerate thes:é
the early community developed relationships
Kottakar:. and Edayanchavadi, a metehinogl obr al
materially, Gddoree cag yidoihneg btéch € w sewirevbiyv al> conce
Bet ween 1970 and the | ate 1990s, devel opmenit
Aspirati on & dadd vAaunrcoendbocdo | hroerr ike@A upreorvmalnleent pr e s e
experiment with ways of | ivicridt vt hchRmenkaaye rste r
records the first movement s:

The first plot JdDctabdrwad®968oughtmosh 8hree

before &uroaulglueation. Bet ween 1964 and 1
hectares), spread over an area of 24 sqg. h
|l and and government | and, were bought The
and its inhdbubhedtusapedr A district office
of ficial daduwlaarced istt agmamnmnd idrc@eadsitndlay i ol
human habfi tnaottihoinng woul d be done to rever sc¢
é

The first phase from the inauguration of

mainly the construction of experi ment al F
pi oneers Asp@ rbabrgest Aseovilkement at t hat
today, showcased the possibility of simple
and thatched roofs. However, already then
cement dotted the Auroville | andscape.

Early records speak of the pioneer ikneggnwor k t
ot her vernacul ar buil d@d apg sonsaneasicla b es wéhdsbopt
producti on units hiamdtaomorainrdg,haanrdo chatf t s,

communi tya kp ulkclhiesawi,dn gmupcrdesssnstolree , ear |y resi dent
t he anadndaccustom t hemsel ves.Stlowlrheev erlh yrt hantss o
shaped and &Arcartrymitisaegriyn eodb. pheceéi meget her t |
wr i ateonunotrsa l hi stories, plannisg waho ¢ u m@gnt o

Ta fascinatondeestandséehe motivations, hopes
motl ey crew redpoallked fooMosbasoned business
idealists, from hippies to schol ar s, many | c
build the new. bEls¢e dtoddy t ihgpoguenshtaghko tnoggl rya pchusr ¢
Aur o Ar thewe sext ntadatt fgawre a gl i mpse

1See ParBt. | | .

°Sge for Maxjampda@Sav2erHH,st1®B8Y; of TRhuomad ldred Mhamags, 20
3Sge Mo&@ hear | yf ommre sAsuargoen dA'd p&uri agtainon.2018,19Mo0.1 . 2, 122
‘Sege the Auroopihlbte Axhthibvées on. History of Auroville, r
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Whil st the Gal axy cbwictelptiAmaees e geuwl aars ctohrer eisdpeo
Mot her trinl ptac2i @edemnalropmkehe foll owed a t

practical considerations of | and acquisition
and ecol ogi cal regenerati on, sl ow popul ati c
avail adbnd idgqui sition in the early decades v
bet ween 1974 and &MY 2semwhdowh prmperdess toward
t he @Fiitnya.nci alt awerst rfasimetid® ve mber 11, 1970,
Mot her :

The | ack of financi al means makes it indeeé

accommodati ons, and t o provide Auroville

infrastructure and an effective organisat:i

Early economic experimsmbéatrs ngodeedavelMmwpsa ¢gif

Nandini and wkhnwell ovee o i1 cansrderdtanl rPaeg tc dima t. rFa i n
real prospect of provi dilng adegueatdcke vieilvoipn gn
har mony ani @wrred Dbelvgerl peprment s wer e, as with the
of the time, -meattevefiobddngi wherever | and,
infrastructumae nueerss emtvead rl albll yeGjear Egctriecons dB s
a mothewlogue of wor ks, spr e awi baeanasat itohnea |
initiatives, Sspurts in construction of housi

earl,y t8l0ess constructantdme old e Bihmrriarn g SNBoyfa §Wi7l71, ag
there were already twenty commumrsgetcbsopet ht a
more ondepeswdeatl gosebyl ectldhemadt apd Thomas

a picture of the newly christened collective
€ new residents on that barren | and recei
mi ni mum needs, i ncluding some <cash, from
operated by the Sri Aurobindo Society (S
settl eméArstpi abaltWimihl e ot her communities were
informally inFohecom@Atse Boddaand Auroshi Kk
i ndustri al activities among several establ
i nstance, was AS$tvwaellli schwetds ibdye tthhree Senvi si on
area in order to generate sustained i ncome
was first established in Auroville and | at
days extensivel atkelcords ar e eauvht of t he i
Aurobindo Society, as well as the minutes
Aurovill e Archives. Records are also avail
i n which colnaekcitmgrpwadetci sedon One o-btains a
hoc community formation in a rather | ar ge
grouping of very smal/l settl ement s.

é

SThomas and 3Thé&as, 201
Guigan, 2018, Vol, 2, 182.
"Thomas and 3Tha&as, 201
8Thomas and Thomas, 2013 69
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At the same time, people began to move ont
simple structures in which to |Iive. Intere
some | arge homes of a per manePAtu rro@stonr e we |
Honmbut i s nd@evr tnatmaedie weA Ur ocansésde hleel e ment é |1
t his pe-rniactd,oniant earssoci ati ons, commer ci al

vill agss,al emalglri cul tur e, reforestation, a
Matmtaindi r) startedcBheamandest bimalbk the p
@rojgecpsr chasing l and (on the part of t h
settl ement s, and creating well s, kitchens,
The inspiration and | eadership of t he Mo
Pondi cherry einlabel epdr otjheec tAutroovget off the gt

condi t% ons &

Maj umdar gi®8esaca@muinhsi d€verth remembering tod
vari ety and eccentricity, an airseefmesomet lbien
very oipgpolsivieng metaphor for the synthesis
materi al

re was a mix of nationalities
types from different social, ¢
e groupsiandtaewiodghvaoi gey ah
f they went in a jeep é acr oss
few huts and the Last School

O an innocent time. We I|ived a

Al ready,
personal.i
fferent

he | and was open, a wide soul space. Ever
he Kata Vandis (bullock carts with wooden
n exciting time, Ahlofeatuags slee merm tcH e smi

beeisda windmill was also emblematic of t he
Greenbelt were more pragmatic. They plante
water erosion, started orchards, and a dai

i npAsation, settlements were few, small an

During this perd o@nertdieescowamrueni pryedomi nantly
ambitious rteageneofatli amd now internationally
Aur o®i t il,lkasmad-i mper abhht task of building the
ti mearti=lAuarrolvyi I,Q ocen tNreiwvlsuetairolnys pl anni ng docume
Aurovill e Archives and a irdorcgeneoaft &adhto kixagr
resilience and ambition of th€heispaetang]l i
conditions at the ti me, chronicled in vario
remarkable transformation of the | andscape
work | aid the foundations for the city to co

°Thomas and ®B&mas, 2013
P"Majumdao,®.2017,
UsgkoerxamBobet ri h@8Don$Savliothrneh,®@ 72980 ;
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(Photographs of Aurovill eSdwrhd&\l uhSlAgthed, |

Auroville Archives, 2023
Maj or disruptions came however in the conf]l
di scuss®Thi Pader ¥i l ed several development pl
the exit of close to 20%iMbt B hpepul atsitonu,nm
ci-byi l ding from 1975 to 1987. Ciconesi and (
year s:
However,dddiegnatnedd for the city and the su
be purchased. The vast funding required, b
did not materialize i mmediately. As the fi
down on tthheey llaenadr,ned about the rhythms and
them in the villages, who were i mpoverish
saplings were plantedgusivmplay d3 oan méaes dnue t
the heat of ptlhaet elmaair. r esnl owa gitwi tt lhe i Gal ahxuyg ey
multistoreyed buildings, appeamaed smame Imiok
di stant dream that would take its own ti me
and awakenings atuthlkeegl|l awatehesve] 1led oiol
seventies and the accelerating environment
such idealasniaoag.ci @Thus, i nevitably Aurovi
organically, in a-sgiaé!®eiongtae n smavnen ecran sStnrau d t |
with cultivation, reforestation and variou
appropriate and sustainabl e. The Mot her pe
became another milestone for Auroville.
Roger Anger, faced with the responsibilit
became increasingly frustrated with the s|
power struggle that was then enveloping th
frommaihre organi zing committee in 1975 and
returning eventually 1in 1987 to play an ¢
di fficulties arose, someti mes guestionin
Neverthelesd iv6 dasvimaeaige its spiirit and
We review these iviarw ileadn dd eavced uoi psmetnitosn , regi on
housing devel opment education and research,

2sge for exampl Mat ComamdbugiMparsd a,
BCiconesi andi-Ci conesi, 2012,
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agri ciuilnt uSeecti ons B to G. I n terms of urban
buil @&iddvlpes cat al ylzeetde f@snt tthlkee passing of t he
Act, ®@YIBB8A¢t), wMWSB8B dedicated Centr al Govern

pl anning began to flow into Auroville. Anoth
to consolidate and safeguard acq@i bedabbands
regiComsequently, iiorga8d9povumasvihieaResi dent

the AVF Adrtaf tlOB8and published a Masterplan
by the Town and Country Pl annioinCgPdOOr gna rRi0alt iaa
publ iisnsh&dzette in 2010. We consider the pro
Masterpl an, and &tel aphaceg i haimdileogp.eéernd e det
publication of the Masterplan in 2001 set ir
bodies, pammuoi pgti on endeavours, commission
parts of the envisi onteitloldiayy, Bafphectlestehat
and ¢éffwanrtidss | mpl,e metn tiastuitosnbk B @emaj or approaches
the ideological canvass .as it were, that wund

ii . FowWmrienttat i Pdrasnni ng

Through theseuatitddmpt & raotm aihtey 2000s t o t he p
been materializing key elements of t he Gal a
through the first wave ofdagriemggh stheenkse ahdAde
As a result, the |literature shows varied, an
the devel opment of Aurovill e. Some cohere s
out datmdsataed | ocated on bekéewesprcodumcating
alterations. I n general, four distinct sets
for planning attention. IiTrhceesadimaat wree d,0 ugs | fy
Foll owing the Galaxy pltanhiwifhrah apfanadbs
Gal axy concept &c ovnicsiAeotrnio afecsreé Mpt B Eement i s car
through by the Mother and is symbolic of the
Divine. A practice of urban design preservi
kickstart®d&ngeAel opimeine , and must be the fir
argue also that mani festing the Gal asy, wh i
symbol, will attract the necessary financi al
Foll owing the Galaxy framewor k, with a move
sustainable practices totacsomappdatehgro gue s
Pl an is to be read as a guide and not as an
flexibility to modify i1t to suit environment
of environmgntoalndhatngdp cstusr,f ace water coll ect
cover, human settl ementthsi anadl s® iomc!| UdE s otmee

Gal axy vision i H96% @GazltaXxy omodelger An wunder
of thes Modédalrs and vision underlying the Gal
replicating the model . For exampl e, t he Lai
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commi ssioned by the Town Devel opment Counci l

buil ding the Gal axy Model created a pronounc
A model of this concept was presented to t
proposal was built into a model t hat was t
Xx-axi s, but in order to create a visuall/ta
eXxaegmrt ed-axn st;hda we atkiede & ot Be act ual scal e,
appeal tsktat ea moaeall could not have captur e
enhancement , -s pisenseutaalll t urngplr i nt i ng t o con
associ ae iminnds noft hmost people, the celesti
gal axies with vastness and modvetoemd, comm
Gpirdat uathe same time. Thus, this model as
in visual braning and promoti on.

Since 2001, various calls have been made al c

oisuall§ exeitiMfgom the visual enhancement

@nvironment adl | whersposomeé bbbk t hese features
account for readlAi seir¢c esr bdndelbanreisnghus ensu

to integrate the geometry of the Galaxy wi:
spectrudahwea@®meg Gal axy model , whil st ot her s
framewor k. As the Toawn2Dk¥eDepmeEopm€wontunei Bn
chall enge in urban pl adnhienguribna nAudreosviiginl ewiitsh
is a symbolic aspect of this vision and nee:q
the seochomic devel opment aligneddWwith the or
Foll owing the Gal axy-eglommmi wi tdle v aleb qaqpgpa to@rc hs
focus from the-ecobamifcocmnicerseci articul ar|l
and housing shortage became chronic in the 1
that the first portf okhé& gl It of be & lesaunfdfeiveeilenpty
and the achieve cul turall mgriolwitdh, i somaradr dwye
mu st perfectoonbomsc segbsbem at its current, sn
chall enge in reaching sufficient economies o
is central bhot Athevi Inmetdd arman iffoecutsat i on must
stableceoombc base. This includes a focus o
increasing capitalization etc., which is wurg
grantcontributions eiahg Il inmused yby Anhal s mak
devel oping t he necessary soci al -eardd migt etch a

mani festation ofbdthnrddi @aildaxy, wwitbh 6f me omonng i ¢
processes and consciousness raising of the
Views suppl ement t he t-euesenamoear wst hecehos

organi zational structur e, d e dpe nsientgt i pmagr ttiacri
variabl e ambition, usual ly | ow) t o bol ster
YLand Suitability a&d Land Use Study, 2013,

“Land Suitabi I9ttudyand20Lla3n,d 8Us e
®TDC Annual Devel @&pment Pl an, 2013,
YTDC Annual Devel @ment Plan, 2013,
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mani festation of -etchoeno@d Icaxsyet tTTheemesd ciod Aur
expression of t hel acompmd hneygy, apcaceéeees ur al ‘
i mmedi ately, or as soon as possi bl e.

Replacing the vision-viodl afgiecaltlyy wi a hf o hiat h o&

somewhat separate from the rest, focusses on
to the growth of a flourishing ecology, Wwhic
for Aurovilieandianegibe.| dhge environmental ¢
including in the earlier approaches, predomi
the | ands of Aiulriogentley hawlet bea&mhed, nurtured
appointed stewarsdksa,l earmuy batntiegmpgti oamt watul d i nv
this green cover and may result i n an unman
woul dt emhrtelae ecol ogi cal and stewardship real

region cannot support a population to the 1
argument appears to be that spirituwall airmmpyer
given gl obal ecol ogi exlonomii £e sc,0 ntcleeg ns-andeato
density urban environment and t&hegesoegnrsapthiyv,e r

take precedengealbdeGalthey fcodhgept t hat was
consideration of ground realities. Whil e it
some argue that it I's new oesdatedur Paonppbat
infrastructur e dev ehlooupgnme nvti eaw so nagr et hoefstee nl ionne s:
instiead some Taewvsisom@m®n for Aur owiilllleagaes, awi stuhs
popul ati on duepn sairteya,a nadb sbeunitl tcharacteristical

turally, these short descripheopdaadadbiomgat.r
most cases, Vi ewsYedhree tvhaerlido uasl opnhga sae ss poefc tdr
01 have seen each of these orientations t
|l l aborating to reveal chall enges and oppor
nsider the mehavbifveé hesieglappobaehes(i ¥ or wur |
.x)Before addretshpaa ngesbat hatMaise @ wipeé facthihms 2 0 0 .
he framework within whichothlese planning co

T~ 0 0N — =
T O O OS5 Y

iii Review of the Persp66fiive Masterp

Prior to the 2000s, popul ations numbers bein
and deaemaiksingn unf ol ded in small , , i wfidamhmane ek
@ener al 6Maerettiicnigpsat i on i n these gr otms twaed hri e
of the community based | argely on personal

whi ch made physical gat her i ihngtse rtehsdt aaynrlayu mpesad e
taken shapd olby yp mign tf otrhice,rt ain devel opment s
popul ated | andscape and the unitingagpg®drogi C
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to Ipaweeeded i ndepeartdearcthliyc iom dersemgi of t he
of a @hbaies? on.

By the turn of the century, economic |iberal
in I ndia and in nearby PondichedemogmBygp hmacns
foll owed. Theémotiweat irersd deatt st hem apart froi
tilled the | and and rejuvenated it, by then,
experienced a different Auroville guided by
entewmnmirmyi Al e after the 2000s, in this view,

age which had deepened problems of wurbanizat
means of escapi ngutttheer coaf ctoapihtoipeys rlainadbolcet he i d

Aurovill e, often not defined in characteris
would be required, anectbeapuwlylh dywnampipesartsh dt
earlierimiguouhti eny.etThdd asfiidrnsett p eviaiysnce of t he

ideals of the Mo,t hmanynal dSeri PrPAamsobdn exdlrot snaen:
n a strongepi sMeesaes pweirthhaptsheunsuoput sobngopha
oll ective as time and distance from the ori
articipation in community affairs began r e
i fferent motivationsfraod @ls®PIOnsatdowmwar dst hex
onstant refranavitrhq@ataway dAvi ¢intelh i salilde af er a
ith thSonmel soomr gued, as we discuss in Part
turn post thar 199dme btemearifidreettd d fnfderaed new opp
chall enges, many ofwthoechsti apdwidt att Aer ovo wil
a pressing urgency to reependanrsbe thpgsalifed
growt hiarmaeker, as we discuss below not of t
or globally, but an ifmnsaandf iacideinstt i mwltl sfhridm
documents at the ti mecHhHaroanc taer ii ttieqg r aft etdh e pe
defensive or ,dibsoctohrred attraetgri oonedo atnlde t he wor | d
emphasis on manifesting the wurban form of t
archivawasdppt oaity | atdetelilipd hteinme.ne mam keuwnt er
indi fference, Aosr trhees iAsVitFa nAccet, ctaomei ti.nt o bei ng
institutionalization c¢ame, particularly 1in
SectiondDb7 (pa)e ptasgpe aa mastAerovill e in donsul't
Assembly and to ensure devélopment of Aurovi

i
Cc
p
d
c
W

We discuss the AVF Act, 1988 particularly th
the ReAssemblsy, in Part 1V, but a brief note
dynamics are conesrsreaend.l yThe oRe@sii deée mtgs al | adu

was tasked under Section 19 with envisionin
including the preparation of the Masterpl an

brought anfdr ensilozviavee ederanlsitzimtitwtoitn t he | oosel vy
coll gecwivd an incipient organi zational fran
deci si ons, hitherto undertugpk edne miamr ealcayd u Wieu by

Bsge for example, Shinn, 1984.
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unstructur eeachderamewohksan resource constrair

fieldsepndseented in the migration or dihtery |
earl i ercommonmaloécmenet innopgs to be formadi zed

Assembiltyh i ts WoTHKiisngs gGurorugpds .action in the ¢
seems -otrog asneilzfe i n pewpwagsfobutheoarrival of
new and unkUnoswnr pentsiitnygg.l y per haps, it was an
i nternalmoorea, tthhepatcommunity to action with

conferences in the early 1990s.

Coupled with the tsheowalrtiesreed ndympmil@ad i ®fn,t he
accounts, a hibernation of t lpd anrng enrgc yc omnfv etrh
began to reflect a divide between those who
and osmhhoeresit her cauti onedoragian nssameu nccahseecsk,e ds ¢
with the trajectory. A resistantithatd ef owh
environmentidlo thped&etti@neodbna s uslTthaitn avhli ec hu rwe

sought to Thhehel dairtbwbnelaimed cal | ing. The environ
years all owed, i ndeed necesusribtaant ecdo nicne rsnosmet o0s
materi al base; yet as fhese, mbhemeertedltef pas

emergeadal Thdedrn fthiisntensi fiesasi nwel atederi rbged aorw
Auro®i clbet emporary governance concerns.

As the complexity and fpudlli tfiocracle toafs ktsh es tuarrbte
but surely, to tahle sftorruec,t urhee aonrdy aemtiahtiacia ibobfe tfho
t i megs pl aced u nhdee r RepérAedlsesaurbd .y T egan acquir

characteristics. While we were unable to | oc
conversants not ed t hat compl ex coordinatio
participation, wi ttthaa ¢ @& emmoans s cdoommpi lnaaitnetd by
community members who had the tontenmBuerecsapa
of community I|ife. This | ed to a perceived e
as there was no value seen in a pdettcesmi nda.r
The archival records shhowhgpaedtholsb wiamd ydyn &
democtreaedchmmocratic divide. |l nsofar as plannin
vi sfiom&tittgl et al one a conciyed et alelvedrogpaenre.ntTHh
has, as we discuss bel ow, i ntessrdbngdresest a
centralization of authority, ppopebkarf onuanldie:
appreciation of t he Masterpl an, t he i nabi |l
Devel opment Pl an and, I n generdadv e lao pfnaei nrtl ya bu

a unified vision.

|t i's against this backdrop that the proces
unf olded from 1999 to 2001, witAssembliysinpl®8
subsequently modi fied at wihteh rtehgeu ehsetl po fo ft hpel
in the Cent,y adndoappmaneead in 2001.
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a.Resi @Aesrstesmbl y I ntegrated Master Pl ;

Il n 1999, the Residen®ar dAsisleimdb| YnipvedsualedTdw
MasteiPikPaédaea Thi s was prampaprialy tdondeassoamrr nm

take all possible steps tgo rsatfhegyru atrbdane ash ea |
pl anfiTimey . Mi nutes @6skeimdl Re sneede'n 11 9®n JIvnley e2 8
document was considered, provide an insight

At t hehet iMaes,t etr pl am awads ubseebtephlhadnd p oot ecbt i on p
Then, and sur prtisa nidasy ewnvs & ewmelnlo,t as a pl
simply a document that would help secure and
nomongruent devel p@aeadoof ngoimi ecna gt hoewt bani zat i
Pondi cherbriroegndnt hehe minutes of the July 19

Guy also explained how the pMapbeierpg!| @awcume

opposedanaed W§e aRBl aawriginally intended. Fir
accepted and understood by planners for wi
stage of a master plan. Second, the Aurovi
adoption of d Mahstdr éPianordAer to be able
basis for any kind of protective mechani si
area,s itto Mbe ratified as Master Pl an. [t v
actually is aimed more at protection of tF
not give any detailed proposals for the de
plannibmhg &mnl bngoing process J[in which] e
whol eheartedfy to participate.

Securing the Aurovill e | anddbétwor eagauti irveat ea gfoovr

channel s. Since community members did not s

steer &urdewielllopment, it was not, despite th

this stage reflects earewiiroomn marttreaelachdn eanrprd 0ya
priorities, withbuwil|l dongi der at ib@me nociofdceiads yt rhuec
key el ements of the 6Galagyr Mbpdeesdi sbhas€erdwna
the radials), with a®g0oingt ebdutpldainds nfootr ptrho
regul ations, |l and use proposals, zoning regu
deferred tlot awalsa @seereind aatisen.aii § o a @ ke o tesfti anretme n
of the original plan of F&Ebmubryei968happinee®
provides for the following concerns:

. I't emphasizes a regideghlfpcoseichi @anbiod
Auroville area from specul dandnthahedef @r

®Mi nut es of 6Atshsee nfbel syi dveenettsi ng -d.n July 28th, 1999, 2
We note here alpsroactthiacte tahte rtehewatsi meo f or a for mal tr al
attendance. These are yet to be iimpliement ach t ongpady,t atnd
achieved procedur al requir esneinnt tflone A shsee mhnoyo,t ha ncdo nfdourc
accountability of views. We consider this, and other
Resi dAssrstesnbl y, in Part | V. B.

2Mi nut es of OAtshsee ntbel syi dveenettsi ng on July 28th, 1999, 1.
2Mi nut es of oAtshsee nfbel syi dveenettsi ng MinnJué §0MBdthihed 909 ,t IRg
Governing Board, 1999,
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proposes to create in collaboration wit

Aurovill e, an ExtendeflARIPr ecan dPaa t Beos b Qg
Partner sGhP®ThPel athARP proposes she odmvel o
villages within and addemdi fhedA@sowirlili

wat eec haregd atrceaasesdornonsioccideva@naxp mézte a
ground -wwlnddege efel ecting the priority of
ti me. The BPP is praposedvioonnmeret aelc odc
(watershed manageméeonn) tbhdg.balwmued80de

Aurovill & Township.
ii.For the most part, the plan documents t
99 in relation to infrastructure devel org

| and regenerreagtiioonn vainldl abgieo devel opment .

iii Along with the regional plans it propos
t eyne ar period to be made in infrastruc
energy/ power, telecommunicati on, solid
zones, wiobhusperitaahe I ndustrial Zone.

iv. There is a recognition of the challeng
sufficiency in Auromolrmafigsakedi ndhhemadbdlsa
throughg tagabwoar shigogmpdr tG@mtchmamnide a8 he un
can pl ay @& n ssbueptpoomitdignido wewerr , t he pl an dc
proposals to expand and optimize 4 he pa
generation. There is also, as we discus

a sense that the finamairmeg odf bAurao viilglhe
t h@ny planning and projecti6bheorsfti mane

Rs. 200 Cr. ipdesbtombadmesriepygpldevt h of Al
its population, attract[ing? increased -
v. The plan discusses funding exspeAcstiead Uurbds
Programme by the end of 1999, which ain
service deliveryd&iombAuwrad\v iolnl eo ft Horua d gdh na
human ré@sadurpcreosposed a centre of urban
devel opment , and planning). Funding und

about -t htee mM2@0O0O0Ss.

vi.A concern for deveglioomme mti tihn tthhee cdiecar u
villages in the plan area Gaog editopldaovemer
intended é [ We] have no intention to g

restriction @lIlnn tthheisse, vain | iagesert ant p O i

BAUTr ovi
2AAUTr OV

Ne wl ,n uXwelsy olf R shsee riivel syi dveenettsi ng -d.n July 28t h

1 e
'l e News, July 1999, 2.
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bi oregional pl anma mtgn € ridqaletepwviop lkamd e vae | op
despite mulditpwasapobempes) out that it 1 s
it souddnndvso | tvee ©ihre tvhd | mlg@®sni ng process,
economic factors create conditions that
wel come, simply for economic reasons,

Aurovill e, are undeswaydlteco Meetwibodot hayw
However ,netihtanteri theal t hy nor possible for
is something that more and more of us

working in the field, repr eé&e ntesy ed olpimetn
consci@usness.

vVii A recognicalolngpctthicagss sa t o secure the | and
required (a constant refrain in planning
di sagreements and slow, to no, i mplemen
to individdal iisnivteirayt imuecsh) :ti me, per haps
we are capable of taking a collective
whatever reas omisst Aruy ovo | dat e ha§g f ail e
®Perhaps at this tilmecweé veo wilidtl ms ee iR cdcle!
t hat this point, as the mMAnwtuesd ,o0fl9t9Me n
that an amount of Rs. 40 crores had alr
for | and purchase (NB: this amount did
archival documents or testimony on why

viiA.proposed suggestion to the Governing E
for Aurovill e.

With this | imited understanding,Juhg, 19999]

Il nterestingly, thi&@bwmeet il@d owa vappapetoexnidneadt ebl yy
popul ation at the time (WiThhsaihdboat enea vl
community participahAsosamwioywmi mpltamei Rgsipd o®mctes
key to the devel opmertrect i ngéyshareadl i was .
for residents t o dpurnocvtiidoen abhesesdebsabcdkeom vbe @ttohisea ¢

given |l ow rates of participation. As we disc
setup at scale were apparent at that point,
of the OReseéenmhbkhy s pAnoebcldeontaatlilcy., it appears tha
extends today as well to the Perspective Ma
residents seem to have read the document . Tl
democirvalkiychnde mdmrimed coll ective, iTes Wwe Hes
operationalized with some regard to efficien
SAuroville New¥s, July 1999, 2

®Resi dAsmstesnbl y Mas3 erplan, 1999,

Auroville News, July 1999, 2.
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democratic systems absent coll ective engage
deci-md kinng i & Adramwiilnlge pr ocess.

Al ongside the passage Geofectitadvicee safwe rMAalste @m ptl i
appears thaAssbedmbRgegswdentat this time, as in
executive body. As we consider below, and in
today for a wise distribution of governance
The two bodies were:

i. Ad askdgf ormrcda he Land U®ediPhani amdGlLauwmwp, C
those who prepar@dnt hpuaelashlee wbammuroi t vy
requedtreustt a hat this group, on the basi
is capable of knowing and selecing the
seems that no for mal criterion or proce
been established at this point. This ex
wi th t he Gcoatvheiantg twhialtl be agreed to by t
has not been agr@esdetddllyy the Residents

ii . ACommidét ompri sing 18 residentsh(of tppse:

and voting), constituted to |iaison wit.l
Again, this overlap between executive a
stage ofe gsotvrewrcntaunrci ng, owing to | ow popu

b.Masplearn 2001 ( Per sperncitnngrv eHi er0a2rs5c)hyand

The 1999 draft Masterplan was subsequently f
under Section 17(e)GovfertrmiendAVBoAcd, (e¢6BBri The
the architect of the AVHRedtringlO88thedeWregef
122birth anfnAuegusharyl9928 condbdembtyt peaResit

While the Governing Board approvedd t he Ma
Assembly in principle, the Board felt tha

pl anners in Chennai and Del hi shoul d be
document , before the Centr al Government i
é29

Accordingly, the Governing Begardhtaspproved th

Finalise detailed Master Plan in consul te
Aut hority [and] Attempts should be made t
Foundation decl ared as the | ocal devel opn
for pl ammisngnpegrwhi ch we discuss in Part |
|l osgganding proposal for a Rew Town Develo

ZBAuroville News, July 1999, 23.

P®Minutes'™Méetiheg20f the Géverning Board, 1999,

OMi nutes'!™Méetiheg20f the Governing Board, 1999, 6.
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Subsequent to this suggeatgoodbgxamel ecGowfer m

practice between the statutory bodies, key t
i n Platrhte M\L.and Use -PFrdnnabhdoba®d ouGsp tcoowns uplltaendn
and incorporated their comments in wh#d#t came
Again, this iIis a good example of an open int
Auroville today in the context of the prepa
di scuss bel ow. Thiass ifsarunadserwd aadebleans, t

preparation of the masterplan had one for ma
capacity constraints with the support of tra
role of thetmmywhl ammai €Cggu@r gani zati on.

I n a meetinglAebembé PRemimb&nt 4999, the amende
was discussed. It is worth reflecting on key
today. The 1999 meeting provides historical

i . On designation as Itthewgpd aassegtdman hbat
rightfully ask todgcomtcdaldi hgt 2] powpodat

Aurovill e Foundation as the planning au
oniy a masterplan proper is prepared, (
Aurovill e, This debate on whether Auro
devel opments in the region, given chroni
expertispl amniunrgpanconti nues to this day.
review of developments post 2001.

ii.0n vill aglehered awasonas:concern that villac
be isol ated, or thethrandeciide rrtenstr € athesd
around the villages in the first draft
continuing <carmcea nnottoadbalye omitr each archt
persistent concerns with integrated dev

iii On securidfbetpeobaprd: of increasing | and
was raised again, indicating that | egal
i's necessary) can disincentivize such ac
on | and acq@irdi wasnss$iowgceand continues |
today.

iv.A shift from zoning / | and protection to
A detailed introduction to development
was introduced in the new draft, i mpor t e
the future. This was the primary change

3"The support of planners from the TCPO was publicly e
community dat'te@d 1,9 Owleesre eton&@ 7 me et i n §A sosfe ntbh ey R eos iddi esnctuss s
amended Mast erSgpleahu rwawi Iclad | dadw@BVe Wewemaksop GPOBed wit
by a retired Chief Town Planner with over 40 years ex
exper,i mehnot gave us 2 full days f his time and very f
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280 uly and the second iteration, one t he

many at the time: the plan was no | onge
zones, with a view to protect the | ands
i ncdati ng the devel opment goals for the
achieve them. This shift, though <cl ear
Kundoo, who presented the amended docum
i n the cpeupbtliiocn poefr t he pl an at that point
|t appear s, amongst ot her t hings, t o |
Auro®i cluerent planning conveaqdsndtoironma.t iAotn
has been included on what has taken pl ac
continuing over the next 10 years (spec
pl anners) . Section 3 attempts to outl]i
maagement capacity @slthataswenala&d ct @ airn ¢
projckensist and a timeline, otherwise why
for Aurovill e, given the incrdé€assngaster
concernsutafl iwmdearon of | and with | ow den
as we discuss bed cawspintatdieon st Ausosti di eec
to negotiate for mal protection for its
and renders Aurovil | eanunsreetptrleesneennttast iwhe cc

to guide.

On organizatiAobadystatutedr ése Devel opme
was proposed at-exédeuttiiviee, auwatsh oar isteymi st i |
the ReAssemblsy, to take the devel opment
the Masterplan, with dmciatlk eztedt s onssboal
forum. This demonstrates an GAesembégt i s
a |l egislative body, and i mpl ementation
by it mostat &k i n appropriate executive
management .

On rigidity I/t owganurcdgreoswodd t hat the M

document and wenc@ieamd o nabmeelding compl ete
whé&gt included in Ii6®. sOnilttheprethegr veRguae, |
understood that the d@et ahles uwidlelr | Yiengvo
townshi ppAsmeegaested in Part | .D, this <c
organic developmenst age ahl edat anhy hef sl
systematicatframegfowtlcyrerecogni zed ri gt
Unfortunately, no subsequentelpelpahnasnth a vne
rogmeffectively halting devel opment wor

|l ntegrated devel opmé&ntr ewbghi tHoomdi ¢t hat:
devel opment with the nearest maj or ur ba
both goodwil|l and money are available i
11 . C, l'ittl e to no movemamtcehas been r
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Thus, the amended Master pobAssemalsy playgsedaiiyma
Unfortunately, théarmpamtdi @i etipdeicappipenaxmbreatse I(y
resident population, indicating again either
the planning process. Perhaps owing to this,
now) , | eadi ng tnoe ndeltayosn iof tmoesti nmdpelveel op ment
with debates uninformed by the document I ts
Mastedplaeg tomahe to the absence of dommunit
the amended plan in 2001. Thié®s s embley wéen dar
Meeting in August 2022, with views expressed

I n 2000V, the community over a period of a
Within a few months, t hat Master Pl an, w h
community, was unceremoniously set aside.
e |Itsewasaside by a group of four or five
Del hi who know nothing whatsoever about /
drafted a second master plan. That Master
t hat was gazremutned.y Thhaiss never ratified that
€ So |I think the first job, among others,
Plan and its efficac)¥d, which we had 20 yea

This sentiment is understandabyet , gtilvenf da dtes
support this view. The assistance of the TCP
at the ResemdeInt smeeting by member sOrndi natei @@
Group tasked with, danadf tagnagi nt hien dtohceu npennbtl i ¢ ¢

onDecember, | at e'r"A pruesehteidn gt owitthhe tlh8e r el ev an
Auroville that weektwas r &icep opdustnlinhoor naovaldl | aasnNee
dat2d7ftNovember, 1999 to disause®tedet améndedbBles
Growpl lvebeey ai | abl e to answer questiobmandabout
solicited opinions from the community:
éeif ®haeamgt hi ngdt hemrdeerysdw niiomeoek hi m& about
i,t so that we can address youWe caomprrea misa tae ¢
any enabling energy you can send us in thi
participdfi heomotéetfie communjttyheé sbéeheéen
it will serve &, both inside and out.

The amended MNMamtsarcpll an ewa s rdeepbdant eadt'D atcheéem ble8r

meeting. As s@tAclsembheg Repadevetds d.lheT paltanesisd,
renewed i ntéeeelsdi motdlg glavsereripdvanparti ci pat.
its amended comtoerdtoaulbat bitfle ed etliagee,diisscussed al
i mportant to recognize that the Masterpl an
devel opment goals for siictinadbtls derdepbpmeotal pl e
policy document that retains flexibility in

2Residentsd Assembl y346$General Meeting, 2022,
BAuroville News(emNphambe.rinl®Oi9ginal)
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today. It requires further specification in

to defin® Aubawiilbeure can operate within it
Il n sum, the Auroville Univer sald hTeo wMati @or pMax
transl| atsedsi Matomerand the Galaxy Model into a
Re s i dAesnstesmb | vy, assisted by an executive body
was approved by the Gov@Arsrsiemp | Bgoamwdhi amd atl k@
document , and subsequently by the Ministry
Ministry for the AURpvil PFeRF@asdaovtohiednsat
Part 111 of 'Mbhbgu6azeOtl®.odh&6del ay in publ i
| egal concerns over t he power and jurisdioc
Devel opment to notify the Masterplan. There

Gt-da@é the Masterplan was 2001 or 20&8®. SecH
regul ation made by the Governing Board shall

Centr al Government and published in t1hme off
approving the regulati on, may make necessar
necesdldawever, It i's uncl eiawh iwhhe t fheerrt atihniss troe ¢
made underiapptiieeant®2t he Masterplan, approve
the publication was in Part 111 poubltihce nGoatziecte
deci sions made. I nsofar as the Masterplan wse
ResidAssaeambl vy, GoverningtrBbarGovamnadmente, Caen
di sseminated and avail able for access in Aur
serves substance, unl ess compelling reasons
raised duringiwloaenehtedhes caulssdkonen t he Masterpl
2001 orf i 80 nor . The spirit of urgency to
considerations remain secondary.

c.Annotated Summary of Part | of th
The Masterplan is divided into three sectio
provides devel opment proposals and Part [ 11
gui delines. The structure of tnhel 9@6a nCe retfrl al
Government had commi ssioned the I nstitute
Devel opment Pl an For mubBJaDtPi§d nGuaindde | Ii mpelse nteon t ial
structures and pr oegdsamnes ngonmerlnnchgga .Boadshde r
suggestion thus presented a ti edsyemlsye tfordi
a masterplan for AuroGuildel iimesl.i nlempwirttha ntt H e
prepar @erwpmglcamnm vehi ch meant dihraetd toito ysacwt o &
devel opmentdromatl i wgs dacument , rat her t han an
therefore provided basic devel opment propos
physical and soci al i nfrastructur e, along w

zoning),el,savidegedaht i rely of developmpen det
for Detail ed Devel opment PP ramfs.&t b rskodi atpheee g a r

“Sege Mi nut e'sMeceft ithhge 0oX0 t he G®&WEhreni Gayv eBromirmdg Bld®Or9d f el t
be served unless the Master PHan is notified by the C
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Masterplan, in his capacityyuadtibdessfi irvnea nk ey n d
t he do%Tuhmeerng ar e:

i . The centrality of the Galamgpdllsthpim (di sc

ii.The need for orderly, pl anned and systen
in Part 1li,n amalse kwmw) es s

iii Preventi oncoff ammi mpndevetegmentandni bhhe
the neighbouring rnraéecbhbiego amma I((Fhi Pauds

iv. The need for sustainable urban devel opme
50% with the GrieRkear dbhednlt peis)dmus s ed

v. The defining chardaentere off oRfe whedimdhdiist e sasse da

in Pay.t 111.E
The Masterplan is an | mpofratsasntd, fdroxmemeanrt k t fh
devel openconi d , as an overview of wurban devel o

benchmar k to neeiamalriec hprwegresseicd®mr s ad¢ mo stshi
Accordingly, we provideofnthenhbéesttedpgwammarry
devel opmentasnfdheagofi s20@s ofthmhaet evance @bbdboags:i
since

|l n Pheadamtde i gi n of Gt he Township

i. the Masterplan is important to regul ati:
(para.NBL. Thé) nped for structaredgamidz e |
growth processes, an emergenteaonasdnre
emphasilzttdconai matesent oofoeconcern i n Aurc
the practical i mplications of the deba
governance practices in Part | V.A, to al

ii.it was prepared on the IinesrefFatéed pD®
envi sSBgedpective Plan, Development Pl an,
in descending order ollB pamhtei cduwelveaerliotpyme n
annual plan and plan of projects have

UDPFI guaindde Ipirnoepso sed wpnhnmetnijng strategy

iiiit is a policy framework, and not a det a
[NBThe Masterplan is a | and use plan and
or a detailed development plan that <can
ithis is an i|iapprtantatlendd comadenr n.

®*Masterpl&én, 2001, 5
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V.

the town is dedicated Auor otbhi en dvoi. sl Qopna r cafs .

[NBBeing a broad policy document, the M
details here. Yet, as we outlined in Par
often articulated i n abstracwhetrbegener
chall epe dliisessss the place o&f tMotulgdrt a
Auroville] in Part | V. E

|l ocation and 6Rreq@li iomatle Send i Plgy&di cal Char a

t hat irhiet isdltley wa & raa vbearrsreedn bpyl adtreya wc any on
with hardl yd amyaewde giest agemerr al ly of poor
and the entire area waSpardaedf)if.a®al labea
is not suitable for productive agricult
assessed by the District @fhfe cemt iirne 189r7

exposed to wind and water. I f this is a
i mpossd(bdeaer aé¢ NB . 4.h®) pli ohegrcal work to
foundations for the city is now interna
I 11 . Ghe devel opmeateagli oenf fteocot sa rien stuhbes tbaine
work remains to be donle. We discuss thi:
.the village settlements of Edayanchavad
Pettai and Al ankuppam, with a popul ati or
those of Kuyilapalayam, Acharampattu an:¢

the pempiaplaerNB. 34 3r)egiul ar populeactoinmmi ce n
mapping are required to update these fi
consider the-lnededi doal eainarewicigne lgpealhsosw, m
and ihlPart |

I the proximity to the urban centres of P«

whose dewvedropéneldleesr el op ment 6ansd ctlhoaste,l ygil
existing devel oppmendesvehopmeotvi mbdel s e\
township, be it pl antation, regenerat.
technol ogy, etc., ar ed(bpeaamreafsd. 1 NB[.n3J B h e
| NTAdndyCan report, and others, poi nt
pl anning framewomnlpperwhi omail $s zgdt Fai béen
growth is inevitabl e, bringi ngThiinsmainsa gea
negl ected c o eprlnanmi rgu refvfidrltes .

.t henhospidiasbl Reisng etduo s pidt abnlteo eanvi r onm

devel opment of a human s@t talnenodndstd tri ani nhtas
in the form of gullied, windswept barre
urban devel opment, have been used as op
t own8(hpgr.a.NB . dhb)s [points to an early i
creative ways to develop the terrain wi
context of tihme s@rcawmnmnbelioxw bel ow.
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| EXxi stingd Land Use

o0 P O —

t hat the barren and marginal l ands pur
produ@mnitveely through ®Ohpared.f oX¥ts. ) IAtu
theéarly residents with their héhradsr ewo r k

regenerated the | and for urban and gree
the soil and over 32 miNB i Agaitmeetshe| axn
early work is recorded, and the notabl e

we di sculslsl .i(h, Ptalret exi sting outreach an:t
requires systemadi pl andi reyi denhcocg -war d,
regional demograph® cdevelspopment oaAdr okalt
areas. |

, as of 2000, 12% of the | and (232 nh
under agricultwrlikean plaes at(ildg®l1lameéctthn
pproxi mately 1000 hectares, or 57%, is
r 35%,ndt or egener &Bi olnhi/s froerfel setcrtys) .t h[e p
ears for ecoTbgiphbseeshiofatiomsuss aamy
nd inevitable, requires a conscious re
ommuni gyeldiiallecongndi-nigndé auh@ Adevo el 6 p men
ebates wendiphebldm.

n =
QD
—

n terms of the urban area,

a.for housing, it identifies 95 resident
| argest at 80 units), some outside th
approxi mately 43% of t hNeB uAbbar e eme
popul ation outside the plan area is wo
residenti al communities can, and have
consider this in Part I111.D.]

b.for commerce, manuf oautbdrnicng,sugihblaisc sa
facilities etc.), administrative and
descriptions are -8p)MN&vi TUldehsde £rpaar@asnt 1.
devel opmestrof cesbuarmbda na emrvdatroonment . T
these activities since has beenimslow a
pass]im

c.for roads, It notes that there are te
access tfoacvarnitoes/ settlements in Auro
replaced once theo(plaarmanEBA . Pd@®J3 ¢pl acleu
of f temporary gravel and mud roads w
including the preliminarywstaeapsetdmdek
and r esidcdsamictee dgvehal Gaveempting Boar d
Commi ttee and -dmdirmattirauived Gd ees gCwos s t hi s
secti.oln (i x)
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V.

in terms-:uolbhbamnmheaer aan

a.it notes the exemplary | and redewerati

modi fied the stark | andscape é [and h
agriculture by preventNBg Asoialboerqg s itdr
singularly i mportant achievement. ]

b.short descriptions of the agricultural
natur e) are provideO@rchwarndcd ared ePienhclka
(paras.NBL. 3hils%) ihdicat es, baskbdsion su

agricul tural set up, but absent data, i
Some testimony also indicates that no
met hods due to | ocal pr es dgouorde ss e cWer idi

conc,ermesw gl eesni mgrapbaddchaegpabterns
regi oan laanrdg ed ype mpentt,ifnodPdardgedtidr G]

c.the 1|1 ocal environment al resources are
devel opment is emphasized given the s
area. (padNrBa. Gilvu é&n 1t5he [sensitive ecol og
changed denesoppepeyr £k nouwpolr ks, t his i s
consideration which requires a thorouc

to map energy flows, biomadgsrutrielcihaatgie
protection etc. We do not imevtiheiws esnteur
However, as we noted above, an-audit
sensitive devel opplemmdala nalc taivooni sd. sNyaotruar
cover in some areas wil/|l necessarily r
the overall green cover, and protect €
approach, this is inevit@blge diwhlwkehe
di scussed in Part 1|1, an ecologically
conscious and careful pl anning is nec:
Aurovibthehaaonkied devel opment in the reg
ecol ogi cdl resources.

|l emographic &haracteristics

it nodde mlbatmal process of demogr aphic ¢
as only those who aspire to be willing
admi tted. NBamThisli 6. &a)cfitical point,
growth since. Alignment with the vision
barriers. This requupesa shtayegiac robiturs:e

acculturation prmRactti de/s E. We di scuss

Dt notes a 374% increas200h, tthrereomoda0 at

(with 2.5 |l akh <casual vVisitor-8$9 a( peraa.)

1.6.3). The gender ratio is |l ow at 881

i's i n thegarnoupyewagoi 20 % hsiclhdorodn and 6 %
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Eco

42 nationalities are represented, with

concentrated amongst Indian, French and
t hgopul ati on growth tiHowpuewr laand ilcepmtee
Gince a critical mass has already been
picking up, Auroville will attract a | a
in the years to come. I n this context,
i nt erard attaiemy have been set wup in differe
set up similar centres in the different
information about Aurovill e, t hereby r e
persons imerdsarfgemr thhuen expansion 06 the |

|

(par a.NBLGreowit)h [rates aredtcbBeconomgpenscerf
l agginngegnsity and dietWedi sgus s theseoi he
bel ow and/. En]Part

it estimates approximately 1INBOtheseasc
high and notable figure; however, det al
numbers todaylhieesmacikc ht éggeaidseapa fr esh

we diisncuRsasrt |11 . E. ]

it estimates 850 working residents, wi t
15% in rural and agr irwoulkteursalf rvoamr kn,e awibtyl
1:5 ratio of -wAarrkoevrisl)i,anvei ttho a alyi gher t h:
womenei wot kf orce atNBa8s%.we pdairsac.u sls. 6i.n6 )P g
on wdmeenmpower ment and empgl oymédmts ibreetnh
achieyemdotwvgkmp!| oyamantecoin@mincerns r ema
As WwesdwmssPart nlcleledF,pleawindeng t o devel or

economic infrastructtuemremitasak dtihfati cué q L
i mpetus and defiomneadnloy gtami caad h olpirdivadre e
with the Tami|l Nadu &nhdtkeofahbnpdmgniC® mmi

it notes the absence of speci f[iB daitias or
continues to be a concern, with the | as
briefly in Part 111. F.]

nomy of & he Townshinp

the priority of agriculture and l and
comprising approximately 100 smal/l t o |
services, with marginal empl oy iN8mas i n t |

today, the commercial profilef the timecomprised laboumntensive, smalkcale
units. This raises structural concerns that we discuss in Part IlI.F.]

.the production comprises computer softw

equi pment wused in alternate and appropr
|l anterns and heaters, and biogas systen
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gar ment s, candle and incense products e
and architectur al services, research a
efficient resource management. The over
(para3)NB[ 7 Thi s refl ects a modest tur n
capitalization, inisonvésAhAumenti Ifloe @gxomwgthe
in a sense-5 i beom@mddrmieaftiptosataWel dihadclengeli
Part | 1 lo.nF stiomu cAadrrad@®@iiglplreoeduct i vesseactaor
intehsowleedge economy. The devel opment ¢
entry in software, waercdtramlve e gyted d mei
trend has not continued. Seven of the 1t
be surplus genaMearteiumsgre of the esaspnr belsnd gheir
inclusion.]

| iHousdi ng

there are 767 housing units, comprising
apartments and youth hostels, with an a:
1534 residen(tmarpd.NsBDn@tndo)rlse)d housi ng fi
provi ded. Pi oneer iinign dwovrikdsu ail n aaxrdc hciotmencutr
and apdrtwelhdscsumented and i ntRarnacudmall
given the absence of aespppoisiengri hfaba
tiomethis is a great]Jcredit to those in t
. Ot her document s i ndi catwi t baralpypr sx g mat e
communities wi t3h0 arne sailwdeecriatgse,a ® f i @Mtheen s i f i
Masterplaxpericomemtss emade i n appropriat
including stabilized earth bladckd, hmamm
f areaching implications in terms of desi

consundp piao a. [NB Thesedgainare notable developmenis the
sector which placed Aurovillés architeture and construction practices in a leading
space, with projecteind consultancy servicamdertaken in other parts of the
country. An expansion of the research infrastructure to leverage existing the
knowledgebase for growtttarries great potential, wffer services to the world,
generate revenusnd attract aligned newcomewse discuss these in Part I11.D.]

| Physical and Sioci al Il nfrastructure
[ a | imited road infrastructure, of 23.7
mai ntained and mostly of a temporary nat
and outer road, connected by radial roa
gravelll otwo paercol ati on of rai nwater. Apa
circular road in the eastern part of th
is devoid of street furniture, signage
The roadsned ef omaipmedcdestri an usage, but i
including tourists, (iparpaoi[NB.ed.hleyumolisl| i
net wor k i s Clieoril opleldy tondaegr wi t h [ i mi
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net works, the rights of way unmarked, d
on the Crown, increased anwi de maanlkaigleidt y ¢
i s key, asn wseecdtiisocnus(si x) bel ow.

.water supply is dependent on undergroun
metres per day. The groundwater situat.i
water management research and applicat
adequate demaweéeés ohepopul ation growth,
reservoir has a capaci tsyi ol doed It aktk sl ir
in capacity from 10(padoal[lNBr As2jwe 40 ,sCc0

briefl Rart | Ifif.o3,e stthaee iseoasr cl wyor eakuendd twhae er t
through <c¢check dams, percol ation pits,
concerns, for household, industrial and
usage in the region and the nea@addfor (
proposals are availabl e, yet a systemat
management i s necessary.|]

the drinking water wusage is recorded at

excessive and measures ar@epsopabkled wo
st and(apradrsa..NB . e 3wer e utnladliemploewmkerst dtyi o
measures, or | ocate figures or studies ¢
for future planning efforts, especiall
number s. |

al | residenti al units have their own s
commuine v gl treat ment facilities (for r
commer ci al units) consisting of septic
zone @manilnag systems (the | ast being e

efficacy (ypmdar. WaBY.)X.oh)s.i derabl e wor k was
years on developing appropriate sewage

studWatural | gyr,ova,s tnhuinsb ewisl | require a c
organi ze sewage systems, and continue a
must i1ideally precede and guidg new hous
for waste management, about 2000 kgs i s
site itself, about 1000 kgs is recycled

nomecycl able wastes of 400 to 500 kgs,
untanl acceptabl e di s(ppoasraal.[NBo INetSiporne inso tf oa
of whether solutions to this problem we

that the | ocal waste dump in Kuyilapal a
This i s segmerdoft heur study. Wei danwast e
management strategy i s needed, with appt
and -lceivteyl s. Thi s again r eaqduibroecsu tproinosr. Jpl
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for power generation, a consumption of
Tami | Nadu Electricity Board feeders, \
residenti al and commerci al pur poses. I n
solar emel 4@, swiutmrpi wat esry st ednsi vaenrd BWOmMpns
(par as/)INB. AL G eviews odnArugy vsydteems i s b

of our study. | & asppeaar santdh avti nAlu renweir Iglye
with excesspopapadiitoyn fporoj ecti on, wi t h

pil oted and pl anst f oWe aarcda tiyiwfi dremed étt lygy
systems analysi s, including a yearly G

progress. This i sd nuatbuarna ldleyw ek eoyp nfeonrt sp. 1] a

for outreaecelhangtunaog eEn(gAuirsohvi | e Today and

Tami | (Kalivel:i Nilam) newsl ®&8utrewvs | dee
equi pped to handle its intetmhti ehedngr
and multi meditgparas jNBE cBsAWwe tdi. scuss i n |
| V. E, ABurlbeoecal e nati onal and internat.i
newsl etters, AVIpCaonedebuettoepgdaneswsl ek
expansiont arogaweademfesdurovill e as- a cel
di sci plinary aanddv anncveid er easleagrncend i ndi vi du
number s. ]

iffor education, two cr ches (Transition
School, Centre for Further Learning and
(New Creation, | sai ambal am, Arul Vazhi &
identidi 8di Abrobindo I nternational I ns

BAI'IBER s i denti fi ed -arsditrhaet inrogl atl h e odg/h d
(parasl2WB9OWeldiscuss developments in t

Part, lpdr tEinculedraltyi on to the | dosely cas
for health, the Auroville Health Centre
Tami | Nadu State Government, i's equippe
subentres for serving the village popul
areidvabl e, for which patients are refer
addition, it not es experi ments with al
t her aiagsa.s-14NB9. ABroville heaegi anasit riheadg
support sywtoefm.heAalrtelvdaer e systems i s bey
We offer brief remarks on internal capa
in tertiary healthcare and research i n
for tourist i nf@ aGdmturcda,urienf drhreatViien toer
(capabl e of hosting 400 persons) are ic
young reSpara.h@dBIher®) .is currently no t
framework in place, which requires urge
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\Y

The V& siCteommtre compl-exr atwidt he xihtisbi we loin

architecture, stands out as one of the
for sport infrastructure, i1t identifies
as tennis, football, voll eyball and bad
facilities, witdRepobaaclChdewnwamopgad i atr ch
(para. [NB. 9Ba42)c sporting facilities hayv
initiative by -Rehgei oAal ov3pdret sBiAdosssoci at
infrastructure outlined by Mot her for
Ol ympi cs, which serveatas theaet hggbat d@r
required t ocldewslfopciwloirtltides. Thi s seems
in the economy to generate sufficient s
t hatdearemamd t hi s i nfrastrucatbyree and rende
for -cswlci or al faciAutoesl, |l ethaotlescdmat a
cul tur al activities serving bodmhhiAur ovi
includes the Sri Aurobindo Auditorium a
840 persons, where workshop, recitals of

and music ar g prae@ul[NIB.IOYT HF¢glidnportance o]
spaces for trainigmgplaand frers etame hCy IMod ha

Zones) andchangtr ovnd hexarti stic institutd
devel op a publ itceraulatrwr & rdag ndnteegd athal . r €ks
are some notable movements in tbhegsindire

devel capmenmte scale and ambition of the v

ithe completion of the Matrimandir cons

shifting to the devel op(npearrta -DbI]NBh.eD@Wat r i
short discussion on Matrimandir above a
dedi cated work to develop the gardens,
capital doquallslgyinf i ¢ant . ]

.for village development, the | ongest se
devel opment programmes are identified (
Centr e, Pitchandi kul am, Harvest(,paPal myr

19. 2Q[NB We discuss outreach and regiona

OnAdmi ni stréative Setup

the structure of the AVYPaAatp)INBI&eils b
consider the structure and interpretati:

the internal governance structures are
Devel opment Counci l in the | ead, with t
Group, Entry Group, Funds and Asset Ma n
Management ;or Prmgateicoen C8roup, Aurovill e Vi
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Group, Financial Services, Forest Group
the dotpmeat | (B1We 70nimsi deol uti on and c
internal governance ©practices i n Part
schemes at this point seems to reflect
needs of the ti me,; however, as Mother o
cohesivenebhs bBmdngstto peepaomia pdgearhecr
approach, thoughk mnefrer amacse gal fecootnyc er n at
today

dt not es, in relation to the womXidhngr aolf
amount of autonomy in the preparation a
been very hel pful in motivating Aurovil
activities of the townshdpnatt ohasthyet d
the central ob edevetbopmemtur asi lelnei si ol
However, i n order to plan and i mpl emen
effectivel yi,t aasepanrtat @f-uouhvdo uFlodu nldea t n eome
This structure is(panpopNBlDMIBApPIpxe nan xi n
point . The balance between organ4ic and
ordinati on bet ween i ndependent , aut ono|
concern in the MasterPphmmaqg p ocasnedd roerngaa nnisz
structure in AppemaditerVthet nompfemani ed
We promddeocm@parei zati onalt ofelmgpdtatcdce v enl dPrEn
sinte

five municipal services are identified,
Service, Auroville Telephone Serv4dce, A
Serv(ipmar a. [NB1OTM®e . wor k of these servi
muni ci pal services poi nt i s not eworthy
empowered municipal body with <c¢cl ear exe
buil diimg.orWeor ate this in our pr.ojposed i
for provisioning of necesgssinttiread ,i sRodu rp uTro
and distrid®utwihdrc hs eorpwliecpdae $ mémtk &l ast or e
necessities. There are no cash transact
t hrough maintenances gr antN&d Weo diinsdciuvsi sd
early economic setup, including the comn
Pour Tous, in Part 11 . F. The distribut
growth concerns, which reéeéngemoneyxysh@uomgeur
i deal in particular requires cobement a
of monetary emacmathgry aemxc maomge, whi ch h;
the records on this point.]

for | aw and order, while ther® wisshp, pa
police | iaison services are availabl e
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Auroville Guard, comprising you(mhmanva.l un:
1. 10[NBdhi s was an emergent ar epaurapto stehe
natameé manner of operation roefqusiéereeasr i ty
defipnpitmomer ms of di s ternifbourtcieome notf nmeecshpaonr
capacity devel opmeSsetc,uradg yt,Mehsb &tFrme & re
Wor king Commirtoveée | e Coam@oVer RiohgcBo&arin @,
powers deleSgatretaty t oaWd hiendorupmaradti e nt h
proposed template in Part 'V for an in
ServWwec e f | & hitempanr t ant qaredtdolni wdt eexi t po
| V. E]

OnFunding of To@vnship Activities

three sources of funding argenadreattiifg euwn
donations from private parties in India
Grants. The aveR8fé& besdiRet 160 tO®OBLes /
(66 %)oughh i nt@remalr atnooame 2. 3 crores [ ye
crores |/ year through domestic donati on:
(para.[NB. 1Als. 3ye di scuss-diepePartnclel lo.nF,grte
donationsyisgsg;w the @enftirmmdncGoavle rsnurpemar t

approximately Rs. 103 crores in the | ast
devel opment in the earnest. ]

The Financi al Service, started in the

transactions, by keeping acicotAmd owifl Ilceas
payments througpat hedB. bPAsddwant ss , n Par
the idé&alshdbokessi mespinoemg &b woMadsheamrdkdds ¢
cohegpeeadi fication. As such, exchange thr

cadlased eaxmimptmyqut circul ation of physic

The Centr al Fund supports city services
wi th eaegheniercadmeng unit providing in ad:c¢
Further, residents were asked to transfe
Fi nancServices account s, and contribute
collective. This resulted in a Rs. 4 cro
Fun(dpar as6 )NIB. 1We 5dihecwygowth of the Centr
by soyneerkter pri ses, pacdncard s | wi tMar b me
mai ntenance amounts and | imited surplus
unable to |l ocate further information, t
deposits and forgo intereointirs batstbomiskif
collective good. ]

Onland Owlhership

As of Awugust, 2001, Auroville owned 778
the plan area, or 39. 6 %. 25% of the pl a
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in the Green Belt. Of the remaining 118
5.3% and 17%, and in the Green Belt, 4.2z
and private parties, respectivel y. The
exi stageg vettdl ement s, (waatrear. [WB.dliR2éd &€ )& @ d d |
acquisition concern remains acsqpirienstsi omg
Part 11 .B and the optiNew fTownl!| Bgakl pp
Aut hori oy hédrawitsd liln C]

ii. A policy framework is noted to exist thg
parameters to be adher ed ptac af JNB. ti1We 3dev
were unable to | ocate this policy frame
document continues to be rel evlamnd dmd g
data management practices in Auroville
t hr otuegchh nlo¢é w@gryaged solutions. A professi
Land BoaraftiemstihtutMadt erplan, i s al so |

const]jraints.

Given this overview of the existing developr
for the development of Aurovill e:

i. The | ack of adequate housing, which has
(para. [NIB. 1Bhil3 . continues tmerrhearpas nt haen m
i mportant-bané di nhgtoltay vasi bed cgontde of

altered i ncentive structures for entry
i nf utshiroonu gthe rlmo nbgoWe odvi snaguss this i n Part

ii.Acquisition of remaining | andsfiferctheec
trunk i nf(rpagtar. JNMB. LBl ilyg .i S again an i mpe
small population numbers anguphdt pmitted vy ¢
costisnffroastructure devel opment. Devel opi
overhead transformers, an exclusive bro
specul at,i vaes bwey edriss cYledls,s eant Pam ti ndrde &8s e
and | imusetlosuppl or invest mefnftecttihvies isnt
S hdretr m. Thi s i S again a ananpbannceydc |
devel opmeeadi nsgurtpd us owdi sal |l owi ng i nfr
| eading to |l ow numbers and so on. ]

i ii Preventhiamgnomamus devel opment in the Gre
not owned bpaAar pNBi LWe 2di.scuss options t
in the GneemarBelt !l . C]

I n sum, as a historical document, the Masterl

recognizes the exemplary work doneifnstewen

pretrobban devel opments in services, education

physical infrastructure and commerce. Wi th t
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poi ngal taoni z e seymnsetregmaetsi cald vy al |l owh&abor war mawm
cal l t hset aggeec oonfd schridwtimg from the environmen
ur ba.Wwi ¢ thd ser Paew, Il of the Masterplan accord
with devel opment goals to be azZbl@yeadnacPbas
(202m25) .

Building on our annot atuircbordsav abop me ntwe p Inaonmn
i mpl ementation since 2a0halsMwetdhriesret unses i Manss tea rpil a
and policy MWendhmadlk t his SeevVieagar nsawyéwnwean
ofpopul atiasn gygaoiwtadht Mast er pl an cpornosjiedcetriso nh oawn
the planning str,atiemgyi tod prhep dMasd ed v ealnop men
6 i n Wwagtimpl,emen) ed€vs mgj) 9t upgi asnamd proposa
and 2015, each aiming for (ait)Denes|l goavbPewnwaho
t hat emedrweed f(hvisd yplereisod he period bet ween 21
propos&lisi bar réenaldieg n me nritelsgygsoav €€ n & o c;e (cwinicie)r |
considers the question of the develfopmaént, ol
revi ewsatoeet weegn 2001 and 2023 to outline <cc
pl apirmdgpl embBi storical context

i v. Phased Popul ation Growth and Dem

o

Under the Masterplaoputhei BhageoWt hawgset 1650¢C
This amounted to approximately 1,520 new re
98. 4%, with 10,000 per somrs9 iyne atrlrse Warek itmg geaec
was 50,000 resThliesstambynt29 250 approxi mately
an annual gro¥trm Rhase olf, 1tbhé %. arget for emp
secondaiiynsleediomg medi um, s navlals &®&n d0®ot tTdg e
t ake pl ace al ongsi de t he devel opment of t
consul wanwédhexspected to employ an esti mated 3
which was expected?®to employ 1,000 peopl e.

As dvesdcwmsPPawi thVsrefesséowe vieo s udebaste drhd wtdh
@l ephant dAnroése lpopbepamati on growth rate of ap

per year is far below projected increases ar
had anticdepadedt he need for a healthy rate
consistently in studies since thgeMasbaeephan
transl ated into action, with a persistently
devel opmen,t aslteaggsawatomabi | ity and cul sur al C
ambition to be representative of other coll e

The first movement atther®@é&ke Malsarer Pil @ddc ciaome
Repoirftr oposed gross densities for the Resi de

¥Master
Master

pl an, 230.0 1, par as. .
pl an, 423001, Table 10,
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Zones at 358, 24, 16 and 15 persons per hect

162 persons per hectare in ®he city area, an
Res. area Social
. No of units @ y infrastructure
Residential o |Population| g\ otal | 2.5 peoples | @4059 | Sub @8
(nos) oo mt/person | Total
family unit as BUA sqm/person as
BUA

A - Individual Houses 20 750 300 30000
B - Group Housing - low rise 40 1500 600 60000
C - Apartment - high rise 40 1500 3750 600 60000 150000 30000
Cultural
B - Group Housing - low rise 100 100 40 4000 4000 800
Industrial
B - Group Housing - low rise 40 120 48 4800
C - Apartment - high rise 60 180 300 72 7200 12000 2400
International
C - Apartment - high rise 100 100 40 4000 4000 800
Habitat (City Centre)
C - Apartment - high rise 350 350 140 14000 14000 2800
Crown (City Centre)
C - Apartment - high rise 100 100 40 4000 4000 800
Green Belt 300 300 120 12000 12000 2400
Total 5000 5000 2000 20000 | 200000 40000

(Popul ation distributi8aump¢éRihroaicstiingnsd nf ovrar Gro
4.a)

These wer el 965 dé& mper owpiotshal , athkhepi @@8byrmdet & e
and within representative range of ur ban de
Comiong t he back of the Masterplan, the repor
growth, translating ekxehapngecwipl esAondgeMoit hieo
Report however did not translate into policy

Subsequently, in 2010 Avtemé\ uA diwii 4 d reys T ajrgdidtiete e
inductiddmom polsiucy -twehaart per itchde olf5 t he Masterpl
3,500 new residents -20nl15t)h eo nf iar sstt af gigveer eyde abrass
of five years, they suggested a piragtictcedl gl
from-2250,210f 7,000 new residents. They concl u

Il n other words, the staggered demographic
i mply that at the end of the 15 years, Aur
of 18, 000 residents. There should be a bal
sengiand ear @i ng members.

¥Directions f ofl GA oswitrmi,| &r0 0e3x e r4ditshee wnaosr ka | fsoor cceo nadnudc ttel
requirements, 42.
LAvenir Adviso&.y Group, 2010,
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ai n, no significant policy action resulte:
ars | ater, a simil apr ojbaudt inomr ee xreordeeisst e wWaos
nuall Devel opment Plan of 200ADRPRIHI hehiTotvn
recasyedragfoweh trajector y®lgs orpaguwidr7ed b
owt h rate tét rtbaddt0ar ear ¢ onh tesrfatby e2 k8t o ha
ss and economy of scald®Alfoonrg ssiedrev iicne s2 Oalndd, it
vel opment and Phasing Plan proposed the fo

Year when target
Year Total Population population of 5000

will be reached

2013 2281

Current Growth Rate of 4.5%

2018 [2794 [ 2026

Decadal Growth Rate of 7.7%

2018 [3161 | 2025

Optimistic Growth Rate of 10%

2018 [3134 [ 2024

Target Growth Rate of 24%

2018 |5000 |

(Popul ati on p-2 ©]SRoautrliaodnesg r &2t0eld3 Devel opment
Programme, 13

ai n, no significant policy acétieovrel opmaht
o c kiadgeenst it fhlie2@ n m wma | Dev e llobp mmehnitc,h 2wlel 441 scus s
w months | ater in 2014, the Land Suitabil
nsul tants, commi ssioned by the TDC, si mil ¢
oposing a way for 50, 000 vecens s pant al toormee
ound “Tehael ipgriepas al worked out two scenaric
sidents i n théal Rregi dve rithi adl | Zoaameni ti es a
i ghbourhood I evel to the sector and zonal
000 persons in 15 years, and this popul ati

ving to megomeitaerd@ttbee spcocd accommodat ed

chovti hdt (a) 10% growth rate we would be abc
pul ation of 2,500) in 15 years and this pa
thin the oud*AsBnevd t paramet2er0s3 Directions
enarios include a Tphreo psotsueddmetoan\ad r-w@g esat iy el ab lutt
r person at 38 square meters, compared to
sterplan and the higher 63 square metres i
w documents in threteinomesthabupropoddedurce:
sion to practical, i mpl ement able terms, ¢t
rks atMotrlrecooteismeler i ng the deb@&twi ©inom nwietgh ar

“TDC Annual Devel ofment Plan, 2013, 4

“4TDC Annual Devel opment Plan, 2013, 24.

“2Land Suitability and Land Use Proposal, 2014.

“Land Suitability and Land Use Proposal, 2014, 24.

“Land Suitability and Land Use Proposal, 2014 26 .
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real i ties, tiwetpr opgoweatdosdtoli e sMast er pl an acro
ithat:

Both scenarios demonstrate that -theyr mt weaki

environmental sustainability of the projec
popul ation or sabotage the habitat creatio
referred to as the ideaf number indicated
Continuing in this chain of proposal s, fivi

devel opment priorities commissioned by the
popul ation gr owtyhentora¢ emode st proponesase ain the
concerns v,oiZxZkWhhao 20632015 *“Numpoovritlal net |Rye t rbeeas
sl oWw%3 decadal growth rate, Ayer et. al . rec
growth rate for53 heeangs®e Iigs osllpewelf5 dybamgprag ed t

250%

200%

150%

104r%

Decadal change (2008-2018)

50%
Female
Male
W Taotal
[

0-20 20 - 65 65 Total
Age brackets

(Decadal popul ation grow$durmradye,r tertackdt gd

The relatively | ow graogwt hp orpautlea tainmoonn gi st hweo rwoyr

i . Achanged incentive stwiutch ur es ifstrannceew trec
densities and growt h.

ii .l nsufficient outreach and insularity.

iii Fnanci al barrier.s for young newcomer s

i v. Greater spend on maintenance, awdtdgedmvic

weight to existing conard ntshevi heéaletclo nefmi
Fund.

We address the economic and housing barriers

The data then clearly indicates without <co
to join, most of the revenue generated wil
“Land Suitabilit ana@ psLeaen d&6R28oe Proposal, 2014,
%Ayer et.3.al., 2019,
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with |ittle surplus to invest in devel opme
spirals i nto a negative feedback | oop W (
compromi se the autonomy of t hé pdracjke cof é
affordable housing and a possible deficit
the basic fiwageo paid to Aurovilians are
people joining Auroville and enahbclalng the
ma 53 yeatrhsi d adbessrer vati on is validated by t
18 of the -24eygaonspobka@. Mor eover, t he ex

administrative structure discourages start
with employméht and housing.

Thus, despite concerns voiced repeatedly sin
were put in place for incremental pop&® | ati or
current growth is an ordErprodpomaghidudeptse b w

1968 draft masterplan andcoimpara2 @l cRiermrsemdc tnil
Mot Berear |l y stewar ds heiapr,| ywaabadneanpgre f er 1 9 68 awt

Mot her recounts a proposal by Anger:
Roger has come for five days, Aaimcdbvhél want
nei ghbd@urthhoaotd i s to say, i nstead of tacklI
t housand people at once, he wants to start
infrastructure, but above all to see how
Aurov il | e.

Similarly, in naoneidnterview, Anger
When we reach two or three thousand peopl ¢
have been built é At a stage between five
what we call Aurovill e's -ffiiwrestt hva ussaagned iBtest

viage and the -ftihvie dt o rfd’nf ttywetnhtoyus and .

Whil e her discussion does not consider this
tastar 67 fwirt ha nei, g modurar eoidttye current popul e
Aur owhlalte i s wor r yiimtge n ssintgyhgeermank bDh t he comn

guestion of i ncr enseantdad f ipnoipnugh aft euaotbuarnen lecxfip @ s € 1
forms par téd off o lAnud,iondjelsipdietad sever al proposal s
i mpl ementation after the adoption of policy
to engage with policy proposals for growth i

They eiotimar to a dilution of the wvnabohitwgn Tt
organi ze, with recoAdecedctati,ngwhwibda bkt ee
actedriugdotninghe pi: $sue

But 17 years aftewrpbeblriepatritom 0®Df3,t Heé eA io
indicate that we may have about 5000 resid

“Ayer et . -3al 2019 2
“%Guigan, 2018 Vol . 1, 279
®Anger, 6=106 1968
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convincing argument t o unde®&gtoavkeer naa nccoem pal nedt

devel opmental polici®%s, priorities and pro
As we discuss in Part V, the democratic free
1988 is tied to ®Bhediempetatamehoft Bot heh and
As seems to be the case here, a | oosely org
ri gfkasti anlef f i ci enci es that require strategic,
€ Iits methamor ptldamoof adai icnwdelmoes aaly i mmens
of time and energy and a c¢ on fiuusdedd ,é ss wauyti n g
in the end some tolerable result. This met
of efficient gover nment and administratio
necessity and it mi g ht be fatal to effici

managemernthe affatrs of the worl d.

We accordingly propose governance reforms 1in
incentive strutcharescegtosagimagwidhng!| ans on t he
Wor king Groups prior to selection, against t
Uni ty Colnhnei tqtueees.t i on, we may undegsmomEer $ s |

alone, duthhe adfhfeerct i ve ménivfiedtoant,i owhiafh Mcetna
scale,,dimeedeb§ intcaahlél eScltoiw epopul ati on gr owt h

chall enge for Auroville along many axes

Firsat its curr amtd <dhaollidrdragleea gogelnoanieet@st m @ mis c
research and Jcaurlet uuraad v adiol meaBi Masn & i mpAQutryedvie | | e .
clusteringkeaynpai tsof the challenge ofnespiri

thattbetlds i deal ofhharwasyaideflen® nfgygyd eai ng
i maginaOnmoomerob&ndleer esentidtoi vieo dahlg r @ac ttneerw

urban archetypei, sditsceuws sed tihn sPdretatlulre as it
identified above for agglomeration chall enge
denies Aurovillé(itdhechameniictas | gf gcalka capit
cyclical stagnation of t hewiccemmenwmicihalh isgehc tcoor:
for development of enabiwimse,twirnk damuiteds;
acrosangae of disciplines and prof escgciadnwal pr
mu kdtiisci plermamayy resear ch fwacsiel,i tgievsen (tihve) il
secluaed protection from the Tamdl | HNaduuGoVerc
concerns;wi(s¢, houshngnsufficient capital gen
housing stock; (vi) politically, in terms o
communi ty; and (vii) badlittwr alfl yd i vdeernsyiitnyg atnhde
bet ween rsasiiedegrdas ,idae i deal of human unity.

Secpnat current densi-tyi |l exehg, amacrobnasbelgeueel nata
sprawl i's environmentall  uwog ks tnaggi ndeebfli en.i t T aok

(defined either by population densup yaroda)ab

%Ayer et. al., 2019, 4.

Sri Aurobihd®»7, CWEBA, 25,

2See for example, Uqubay and Lin, 2020; Giuliano, 201
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Auro®i deasppryoxi mately .H®I6i s ratonisl %88y stghe t
contParsdi,cherry and Cuddal or e, t he t200000c!| o0s e
and 704 persons per sq. km. as of 20bhhs and
481 peresonsgWhiklme the OECD threshold and col
Aurovill e must operatenwiqudédi odemd@r apehaild t me ¢
productivisugtaomadrinmgty concerns at the | eve
Thi,rd hueseprercosts of |l aying down public servi
el ectsroiccinfly asdtiau.ato@rse ghuieghflt.l yhe 2014 Land Sui
Land Use Pr opoospaull artatoens ,grtohwet h r atet (&80 r éd
devel opment of public @ménist icaeseatt@sba oot
density and | ow population | ead to higher <co
sl ows dowAb sgerneevatalo.nabl e growth i n poplu0 ati on

yeairrsf rastructoeeedesaely o membAairf dindhehatie aa 4 | ye
from internal reserves, with work dependent

Fourt@reen belts angderbvuef fees wromaers SGMinttad ilayme n

guart erresoifdamtes | i ving outside the plan area
being Asersviecdh, t he Green Belt is not the <cit
As we suggestAad oivn I harstmatypdperr®pr i at e changes
policy:ddvealsdapi nogy policy disincentives to | ¢
soci al cost of sprawl, by shifting public s
relative extermalwagatei oonmnafjemonst s ®l ectrici:
second, by refusing permissions for new resi

mandated for regnootherdee®xt epimeoxhcahla noga snegs ;n o
priority |l ands outside t he apdltaamghirreqat doéd . (pmrm
We assess the question of exchange or sale o

Fiftbhhe | ow population growth rate reflects
region), wi t h i mited partnerships wi t h al
underdevel oped gl obal footprint and méehe | a
housing, strong reseskichl ¢édcwdbikj esnnavantisof
al so indicates resi st anocfeenvtior oan memitfatl frreagm nte
nextsoustai nable urban devesiopmamce Rasthedekd
ireflected in the altered incentives of Work
fa shift of required, both in mindsets and
vi sWensuggest some measures in Part 1V.E.

Si xthhe | ack -odstsufof@ea@ulpeyntndwonwp e d hleismlkaandy h
accommodatiamn) mpedi ment to quality graowt h,
younger cap utlicectasiost ain a demographic Gprofil
research aspiraaticomsas Tlyictd ecr éatcks of housi ng

S0ECR,0 138.,

“These are figures as per the 2011 I ndian N
Land Suitability and 1d0and Use Proposal, 20
%See di scAsso®nkbaEeangehi sta et. al., 2018.



in turn | eads t oanldi nrietseeda rccahp iatnadiw hssoachi paklne siunlftrs
l acknegkestmewmdi nq, and sd eor.ouWe inogo Rjsuicetiset o m nl |
and suggest deductions wunder the 2017 Code
commercial and service units in incremental

I n @asmwe di scuss dnmnhdmeirng np @uslt akile\yo B ,onru nhbuerr
ltequires concerttd mRedclkktcat kbige @ tabmling mhwai t
approhat has not produced the desired result

V. Review of Planning Strategies

In I'ine with the UDPFI Guidelines 1996, the
systematic devel opment off e aairh eDectiatiyl.e dT hD esv eil x
(D, an annual pl anof aptlaty eicd sipmpaor taanrdt at @ |
t hhMasterplan is anmwal iacyled@d dmalntdevel opment
execution of works. As such, absent the sub:
insufficientlytodeamc-beid| Weorcgumewnitde bel ow t h
pl anning strategy
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Mother's Quartet-City
Sketch and Allied
Specifications

Galaxy Concept

2001 Masterplan
(Perspective: 2025). 25
year time horizon

2001 Masterplan
(Perspective: 2025). 25
year time horizon

2001 Masterplan
(Perspective: 2025). 25
year time horizon

Masterplan "Proper’ -
Design Specifications*

Related Working Group
Plans

Detailed Development
Plan. 5 year time
horizon.

Related Working Group
Plans

Annual Plan

Layout Plan

Plan of Projects

(Pl anning

hiROP&L clbyi del {t hes U

adopted

205



This hierarchy of pl ans RDaPSFIr eCua ndseil @& bnreesd oifn

not e:
The Core Area Planning comprises-tefma set
Perspective Plan with a vision and policy
term Regional Pl an (and Diesgtiroincatl Prleasnoju rwie
devel opment , (iii) a comprehensive |l ong te
for urban and per.i urban areas (iv) A shor
framework of Devel opment Plancomipei Sgpaciaf i
set of three plans, (i) A rolling Special
framework of Development Plan, (ii) Annual
resource requirement of Devel opmeantc/h U ocal
focus on items of executi on. The URDPFI (
comprehensive for promoting balanced and o
devel opment . Theati aGupdeblides t het efrramewo
techni gqmsesa,ndnaort andar ds, options for resou
assembly approaches, and devel opment pr omo
from place to place and even within a se
uni formly appluiaddlnes tamdalpll axes and woul d
adopted depending on | ocal conditions, fel
that the Planning process may serve as an
URDPEFI Gui del i nesi e ea re xipretcd gerda tt eod pfrroavme wo
regional plan formuYation and i mplementat:i

With the exception of sporadic annual pl ans

hi erarchy of pl ans proposed to be devel opec
Guidelines mataerriadkpeocefd, pueé@éppsales 300 surveys
sinWe review planning20ZZXornstibhies vedéhoe@DIBOJdn
sections, yet iits bealalr st meo t mavrges t vieaartprpyrilomdgs daes t

a fyiewaer Develimpme mt DHbWPatpgafpelr ,pol i cy diocumen
for the -3@@6 st 2&®&01could have served as an
Masterplan proposed an investment of Rs. 35C¢C

it suggested:

i. The | argest share of funds, approxi mat e
housing in Residential Zone (Rs. 107Cr.)
popul ati onpegrsavwstths and | dat e. Il n this, i
apartment s, progressing the Residenti al
residential units capable of accommodat.i
soci al i nfrastrumdtueres (,oveev S8l0d@mesmt of
sq. meters) . With the exception of S 0 M
mater®alize.

ii.The devel opment of the I ndustrial Zone \
the devel opment of the Town Hall (accom

SURDPFI GuPRa@aceikyin.es,
Masterplan, 2001, 76.
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cessing and yoga units. I n this, it |
er 15,000 saq. m) , 500 r esi dweenltfiaarle un
astructure (s®svee BRnbDoOABstsrguctm)r,e offofv
|l opment of the &®Agwhn(omest 40000 hss
not translated into annual plans,

- < *tT < O
-

devel opment of the I nternational Zo
l uding the construction of t he Bhar
ensions of Savitri Bhavan and the Vi
ch wérd edomms ongoing projects at t
struction of the American, Russian ar
tre, the development of the Centre f
er 6,000 =qt mf, tdhevedrooppm (oOvVver 12,
identi al unitssane guéstashousesrande
t A@si)n, aside from some | imited mov.
e of these proposals were transl ated

O
o
S50 <3S 00

. The devel opment of the Cultural Zone Wi

the devel opment a high school , sports c
centre (as ongoing projects, subsequent
| arde uc a | and education complex (over

Crown (with 300 units over 9,000 sg. m),
6,000 sqg:sime damd rafsft ructur 8wkdevel ppmgne¢e
was made on the educational front (as w
the range of proposals outlined here,

evel opment plan for the Zone.

The devel opment of the Green Bel't wi t h
ongoing | and regeneration works and org
was recorded especially in the former,
proposleisedaprpesearch projects in urban

devel opment and outreach, devel opment of
facilities, a cremation and buri al site
i mportantliygn tdfe AC@Quliesdttares to %ecure
Whil e substanti al outreach activities w
and since, systematic movement on the o
the 2013 Green Belt Land Use Plan and ot
we comsiPhaagrtsi I'l'l.C and G) yet to be ado

Ma st
0Ma st
61Ma s t
2Ma st

® ® ® D
-~ = = =
T T T O
AU RG]
> 5535
NN N
coooo
coooo
PR R R
0~~~
o © o~
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vi.Prioritization of | and acquisition, wit
2001 to 2006 and 9 | akh per hectare fro
base of the city (now significantly hig

conmc,erwi th resource mobilization at muct
11 . B.
None of the® Malstey pprmamposal s seem to have be
years in formally approved devel opment plans
structure suggested in Appendix 5 (which we

t hDeevel opment -OF6l awa sf onrot2 0a0dlo pt etdwo Thaecg oaasn be

i. The gener al perception sodc urhien gMalsa nedrsp | an
ci-splyanning, reflected i n OAshse ehalry yi md elbAq
also in the Gener al Meeting of August 2

ii.An unsystematic approach, or, in some ¢ca

of uirmfamastructur,e aiccompaniced,yplaptaalpl e
mi spl aced,fiowr gu@ansi ¢o gppup $ adhewde |l op mealt s e
di chotomy t hahtalprzarmde diglvtep dponteind a | man i
ofvi tal sdaéabjectivism
| n ftohlel owi ng wee dtriaccres ef forts at planning aft
and physical i nfrastructure-wi sacbDb@zpyamnét e
furtbhbasons for th8etwek202Q@Mbasmeretr. our r ou:
have been approxi mately 50 major planning do

Pl ans for some of t he primary zones, City
devel opment , bieonrte, g itoonuarli sdte vned nogpgre me nt , Gr ee
for the housing and comniair do@porstetstomr sstamdi en
sectors. As we discuss belowh mostplkraveivet c
i ssues demonstrated in the record going bac
report gengratuinadndaenmeél opment . For ease of st
post the publicati omz odt ttehei Maxz@leld.pl an in th

Before 2010, the focus, al beids sleipnniytaddc,al we
infrastrucbur eadfi wiyhd TAuwenovHallle, Centre for L
SAI Il E®Rl, ar ,Kicholmémng infrastructure post the
ettargaelder the Asi aanWr bGo vRrrongregaimemn|ganme@r a n t
independeand howmummidic® al ec orhdosweiveednhoctte any
towards a DDP. Formall xy.ommhesise owede bgev adrall
Devel opmeanntAluGrod wp ur e, the ebAAvdatitniets|l. t Aele7/ser e
included t he 21010ilmoy®earth myttdit esd2udio B Aurovi | | ebs |
the 2003 Directions f dar 2@r0o/wtQi tRe pOant raen dP rk
sever al ot her pl anning documebhhemtbanttcAeger g
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gui d8hlke .l evel of communit® éopgmgémehaainwi nh
minor. This | ed to some work outside the for
initiative whiftdoc ideigdaantt elnmu m2a0tQy5 ci pat i on

After 2010, the end of the imagined first pl
focused attempts to develop DDP. 1t seems th
in 2010 spurred this work, echoughtthlei € omimiuf i
appears from this time onwards a distinct di

TDC and commi ssioned experts, on one hand, i
we discuss in Part plrvofAegssa ogiradwizradg i m@e d f f oM
technical expertise in urban planning, archi

in the community to this necessary rational:]
capture. B8yutl0O8,armdrt he Devel opment Group h
a product®&ofpaAdrn eviplalt ¢ on i ndBtA®i £&uWUnopeaklr €om
was subsequent!| ymempearcpdatléhvegihgwdw@ | | e, or
Aurlove Town DeveldloDpBnemdorCmpamatiiilnd the name s
The TDC AdviolsAo yw&s oua@pngti tuted at the ti me,
sever al proposals, though | ar gelOoyl 5wistahwo tat fd f
of pl anning acz2Q 3 tyl:nt achreat 20 09Sustainabil
recommendat ibon MrftroirD a2X0Blo pr oposal s by the TA
Devel opment Plan and 2013 Green Belt Land Us
Devel opment Plsa n2-0f8odr 2tOhled yienaregr at ed Devel

Progr amme, 2014 Land Suitability and Land
Devel opment Pl an for Residenti al Zone Sectol
than Feduchi, |l edt oo wadDDPRPpt t howmghi tdat Al o
beginning from 2009, planning conversations
Radi als began, wit Italpla édeeyciiessi oonfs porno ptohsea | psl aacn
of the cesmampnd deetails of the infrastructure

cl ear resol uti on.

The | ack of community engagement or agreemen
growing discontent, a distinct shi ft can be
& eadtihgen community to the vision. This incl ui
Aurovill e Ret®dr ea®15 Mpr opbDoossahli t o P8 elpeaatei oan

Commibt berestruct ur e 0tlh7e pTrdQ,e stsh ea n@A®RIgSs Mbt e |
Wor king Committee, Aurovi-gpfreu@eehoptdehd@DZOAan

Terms of Refer-gnoep thes20d® Bs8ObDer nal di sagr
restructur e, the 2018 I nternational Zone St
bet ween the TDC and two | wpanenparPahayatts e s

commi ssioned by the DEB@ tand,hemiatyhsebrt deereess f

Anger returned to Auroville in 1987, with Zonal Pl an
aroundllohPmirrdeon tWee dCrdo vAm géepsetrusdoynal Ascbuwokbs a compi
catal ogue and digitized farocnh ilv9e6 8o fwoaullld pblea nhneil npgf ud o cbuon
resource for research and to inform planning work tod
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commi ssioned or inf-benohallk y edoronnvdennc,t gndo, derxapfetr t
t he ci twi soer waosnepr epared.

After -COVIDhe appointment of the new Governi

to a head, with an explicit recognition of
t heamd! Wisnut es of Meeting of the Board. The

Crowwith the Dreamweaving For um, foll owed b
Study, in 2022. The first, with great pr omi s
preded to bring toget herovieirtnh edrgt Bomardag!| ITDIC,
external experts and the com@uriitryn,atValsdruge.i
reengaged after the rejection of his proposa
did not come to fruition. W th conflict enst
that vyear, we arendwmmoofmmedndbast andempraas

early 2023 with the CPWD, thought the docume
way, tnmoarnemB8 @8t udi es wer e conduct ed, many t ha
planningidbesmennsl|l ude i mportant works i n mo
energy systems, housing surveys, GIS mapping
I n parall el to this raft of pl anning wor k,

sectors have continued project development i
ground work has proceeded unwywystke mahiad aleime r g
a worrying disengagement between the for mal
early 2000s, beginning witbAssemblpyardi sc pasi

Masterplan in 1999, sedé¢ms ntcdauhpowedbreaome. aGis
state of affairs, examining the details of e
however, is a task in itself. Our attempt
devel opments nor weirmg hplian rsiumagssttiasna i ensehliyc ho nl i u
our domain expertise. Rat her , we narrate th
urban infrastructure between 2001 and 2022

gover namaeg ttrhajteotay i nform future choices.

hel pful to chart pathways forward.

vi.Planning Mowd@ménts, 2001

WebrieéVvVyew here the Directionsefcoi oBr dat) h R
early mobility and <cityi ncesnetcrtei ochg o(@B)dD@Panre ah t t
Dreamcatching forumriend |ssedtsi com (tch)e. p3 eamtnii ;g
t hat emer geadh atnetfdesltumhneéedgsaomiper ed t he i mpl e
of plannimgtkitsdpesi od

a.Directions for Gr owt h, 2003

The é@arrleyxct i on& efporr tragtv20f0i3r st f or mal pl anni
prepared under t heplAtevad&dba Progpamme for d
year pefOBodh20B883ated objective was to:
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€ chart out a road map for the future, I N
c

oming five years, which can | ay a strong
systematic, professional and ffumane way ov
This early recognition of the need for exper
note in Part IV, an i mportant shi ft toward
movements since. This is a ké&yagmohemantwifiorr
a reworking of the 2022 Selection Guidelines:s

executi ve donsauigngse.s tTehde trheep ofrotl | o:wi ng ar eas f

. Promoti on of setcbnhoméerccyses o t hat [ i mi t
channeli zedr gdioswiamglsmdw nlwe di verted to (
|l ands and ( b) dtcheu aclo rbsutirl udd tnigfedrh anfd onc er a
with |imited capitalization of the commi
has a bearing on urban devel opment: abs
and industrial ptefm susthenabidl ittoys | ofn
suspect. Th@actredler boc edi m@isananab viino usa sy
i mporeanthadeay, given the raft of plannin
i n-gomund cdmetradhti omt egr al rweiatl alzaamaor
physical worl ds need t o be mani fested,

specul ation can address.

ii.Focus on deved ophygi Aallr owrnbdre form star:t

asthere is no identifiable physical fra
devel opment of the city in its proposed
establish a firm physical I dentity witt

pl aWi.t h t he -pril@arnitvye omfont he urban form
this remark points to the need for a ph

to a sustainable urbanism. At base, as \
the dformhe Gal axy in Zonal Devel opment
devel opmeayst ematic gr o®phbntiahleamaudsil ¥ ol vy
Auro®i lilde al , and indeed, wi || Il nevitabl
move further away from the form of the
example, in rela@idnpltan.FeWaichiiscuss t hi

iii The need for clear -suftfhitegeersyfoirnelcwadior

a.revenue mobilization through strength

devel opment of new commerci al uni ts. A
bol stered by Towomkhs asdpiTkbemasg today.
an insufficient understanding of t he
sector.

4Djirections for Growt h, 2003, 1.
%Djirections for Growt h, 2003, 19.
%Di rections for Growth, 2003, 38.
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b.creatdGoodwildi nZbaess yet to be acquire
t o biuidtdr esnugs taagirnoa f'Eoed oseenyr i ty conce
relation to | ands owned by Aurovill e

| ands, continue today. The 2011 Agri c
shift in this direction, yet.&Goncerns

c.promotion of quality popelasisonn@rawth
for resedramnimiggled skill devel opment
youth intoeteadmng abtaors of the comn
popul ati ansa famam albmoad. As we discuss

popul ation number s, itbootahc tiinv atteer nesc oonfo ng
and clustdmainagdg gitach edtayvesl op a resesar ch
a major policy gap. bWwWenk| omitleids fvi oit

altered incentives to growth post 2000
d. The acceleration of physical infrastr
Research on Human Unity, coll ective hc
the Residenti al Zone, City Centre deve
we discuss prlesremitdig , wdrok mhbr peach of
proceeded apace, but community uptake

chronic concerns.

b.Early Mobility, Crown and City Cer

With theunmedatdivedvedeoweelsampimehnitn Aulr bvi hhe pc
and a fast emer ginnegi guhrbbdaumr htecmoellg, s ioanu rebaarnl y p us

made othssci oustlt yr el ainf orts. This mani fested in
pl anning, given i,ncarmrdskidt w ed ncturl eara nuds a@reo wn
need for shars¢® haaggrmnosne hspmd e at bag s oblbal f al
di scernible i mplementation r esulmpeodr,t aynett btohte

trace the historgioveaelr atamacjgsctecsy pofanumi m@gn neec
1 .Mobility Pl ans

Two early mobility plans came in 2001 and 20
in coll abbBbebmubon Swamiér mamdtraffic consulta
pl aiBehmi dt affdihes édavtomgierpAdrod&i Fue apeprawved

5Di rections foR0Gr dwteh GoplGvydddadZomemes a 2003 paper b
This ,i saskewe di scdhes ciomcRaprtt plrlolpo@n@ed Emrnoobtwi BLi Z
not only for building endurable links with the surrou
from inconsistent use, b tstu sa& las on afbd re bkewiolndinmmyg fwp & ugtor
peopmetheovill ages withi® the Auroville township aresc

%Billinger anMuiSehimli lde RsODBOLLY T e
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byngiem 20V@5address this work in section (ix)
buti bBfylyay tcheewn t he ppl aonAhwthrgo wihl Imo:bi | ity

Aurovill e, to bé& tvrisea ono aWhtéelr Marbwge dé or m
mobility to suit the needs for pe@cef ul C «
type of environmentall yspodd umoinhgrr i head atr d
wi || no |l onger have itsiphedomdnenduabverb
his own spatial dignity

ronment fr eehazarndd shee faintds oda hcearl m raar
en and the elderly can move freely
d where they do not di stur b- Del i ve
|l s, their access restrvehiedl ¢® ce
to adjust their speed and give |
i cles wil |l &bevheon cdoou roangne da, vAeuhriocvliel
wsndd outside the city), shall par k the
garaging facilities.

-

Providing an efficient anédshuttwilaelt ibvee g ub
fundament al precondition tdrécemgllgment yt h &
all modes of transportation will be provid
wi || be no need for . ®rivate vehicular owne

The 2001 and 2005 docausnmpeencttss:emphasi ze five Kk

i. Prioritise pedestrians and emphasize th

active transport (cycl es, bull ock cart s
roads.

ii.The volume of permissible traffic is pro
the city I imit (i.e., the Green Belt) t

iii Primary and secondary se®dvieaa |l yoded,ai p

transition I@8n&snhect Awrohkhi ekeernal mo v

serve bot ke haasn gti rnggn sppooirntt s f or vi sitors

hubs with commerci al and recreational a
iv. A npeoll uting shuttle bus is proposed to

to ferry visitors froottyhearseea.vi ce node:

V. Il n order beohafvdatoeelagjeataend encour age the
transport and wal ki ng, the studies pro

®Aurovill ebtsa ngsirede, 2@0BH6k was c oMadbuiclt@&Bleadsotosti ng o

hi stoontdleR&kads i n§g AL-PBES | | e

©®Aurovilleés 5FRuture, 2005, 4,
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accompanied by awareness campaigns and
inviting and wal kabl e.

The emphasis gntoomdmevr!| Dpa a@ae ¢c chhensicv e upsu moivee r
in those spaces are iomtkereetamaedni wgt hreeraot
vehicular traffic:

The Auroville Master Plan envisages the st
vehicul ar movement i's permissible within

approximately 15 km/ h, a spmedi ngdvehat edl| &
traffic wildl remai n outs@sderamélmsystemst
provided and managed by the municipality.

effici@otl ] utnidmgi,ends$ gr odes of mas s, and
convegygwatems. A There WI|| be no other pri
I nside the town.

It i s envisaged ®hattyoapepalvivdteihAaenoh§il e

mass transport, alongside the -pedasporans
will be required for all Aurovilians, gues
on the Crown awid It hset aRatdiaatl sa Service Node
arriving there in coftventional motorised v

The fol hoeeeangacts spedhke tfo rtsite awitsicarmpates a
wherreesi dents can easily walk from,oaekeenhdiof
shuttl euserngcevety aneopviesmien®ee amd i ci pated a
Sshuttle or tram service dareds st ot heel eccittryi,c mm
transport, emi ndhel yshpheacs ii kelse tthedawi.dt hs of
bet ween the right of way (18 metres), carri e
cycle pathSak@gét met retshey offered a detail e
to stem to increasing flow o,f wintrlegiut @ar s ¥@ih
alienating and phyana@dadulyt wroemgfestt erde rmmcwue mer
nomol | utwanrgmnnd red actfiove repadedhutd my i emlgi If d oenn ,
zone .0 zon

“TAurovill eds Futur e, 2005, 6 .
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Dimensions description
3 .
" = == 5. Width -
1. Width 1. Width Radius e . s Width
. e . 4. Building Line Pedestria .
Carriageway | Right-of- to road . A Cycle
: . Setback (m) n Path F
(m) Way (m) centre (i) Path (m)
(m)
0.” one 0_“ both on both on both
side of sides of . : .
sides of road | sides of road
road road
Category Zone ! No:
CROWN Road ) 18.00 ) [ 10 )
RADIAL Road Cultu 1 5.00 11. 00 00 50 Schools ndy U
2 00 9,50 00 00 50 Sports
Residential 3 00 9.5 0 00 50 Gaia
4 .0 11 00 00 50 Vikas
5 5.00 11, 00 00 50 Solar Kitchen
00 19.0 00 00 30 Aurodam
0.00 20. 00 ] 30 Centre Field ( main entry
International B 00 9.5 00 00 50 Visitor's Centre
! .00 11. oo 00 50 CIRHU
Industrial 10 00 19.0¢ .00 00 50 Pondy Farm
11 00 19.0 00 00 50 Verite
12 00 19.0 00 00 50 Sve Dam
:"!T_IE_:].S; 7= 30 L5 1.5 Vehicle-free paths (minimum )
“1HIT_::S.:I'“' 1.00 1.0 1250.00 00 )
Service Road i}
Residential SOUTH 1 000 )
Internationa'WEST 1.00 )
Access Road
Industrial NORTH 1,00 i
| Cultural EAST 4 10,00 30.00

(Summary

Some
i nto

att
t he

net wor ks
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p e
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e X
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er
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d
t

y
a
t
r
n f m

n
e
(0]
o

of guatiéeIawnmrpdeaioni hgpedslOButure, 2
ention was al so paowdsd¢ioou dley Sreeqyulcat
city. As we discuss bel ow, with th

around tAhiira® vkietyl ed esgierigcnd 62uQmOasn,ef e st

nodabepwéenas wrhhsport mode exchang:
ties for viveheaeolrerbsusTehser ec aarse atnwlo ttw
Primary SetwWwecouNedeedigecatfed hat Gr
ry), wild/l hel p itvoi srietgourlsa taen de nttoruyr iisntts
es. Guests and visitormsheaerlreirvsi g ldt L
ed at one ontmor &i Prt masy wNbatbanmopei t
ing municipal transport (shuttle) to
materials wil/ be downl oaded and / o
es (probabéiyndg hneiexa dcyoyn cerxect eep tLioornr ibe s

ted to enter throughout the construc
| ocated on the inner edge ofi the Gre
Ri ng Road. Trhoem Aourr ogvoiilnlgi atno ctohnei nogu tfs i
nventi onal vehicle &cMunpbci mmalk or bnk.
ortation system. A Godown and [/ or

al to internalppleyi aedyreftusecdi $§po:
Il 11 an services, Government of fices
ation desks, shops, arti.#an workshop

2Aurovill eds

Futur e, 2005, 9.
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Al

ongsi de, in 2003, anS3cnsmigedtstamyt optueb | a ¢ s B @ratc e

devel opment of tbepAdmat il B'@Tcadkti ondgnt gbshse tt h e
|l ohg@rm unit of cidoumps ealnlne dh gg g aSicrhsnti dd omot or

desi@arréeety that may all ow movemeateasyraesd

a climate soanddciiwng etracti on:
Thé&r i wme bemiati wt ai ned its appeal right i nto
century, resulting in a very serious threa
continuing invasion of the automobile and
gi ven by tphlea nsneecrusr ittoy, speed and ease of
many | ovely cityscapgbumafoconpgembedawt bmo
polluted by poisonous fumes. Here the pred
i s itoremmsand danger, not at Talnle a& amlniomatl e tf dar
one guard. Public spaces are degraded to t
rates and pollution are stild]l escal ating t
motorised traffic participants such as pe
sedomriority. The resul't is the | oss of v
functioning publ irots ptac ementni conurt hce tnegati
heh!l ©6f human beings and the planet as a wh

The cities of old were based on pedestrian movement, their size adjusted to a
maximum extent of 3 to 6 km. Aurovifie diameter is 2.5 km (the city circle within

the Outer Ring Road). This means that it can be crossed by foot within 35 minutes
(70m walking speed per minute).

Why not decl are the whole city area within
priority, with |Iimited acc€as fBad mopdovbddé
drivers could reach their destinations vi a
freely and from which they can access the
woul d have to return to the RisnthgouRaad et o
all owed to enter the Crown only for emerg
aroundson nsdrdes the City Circle. As we can
Del hi Al nner Ringso attract traffic with 1
cross the city wil!/ pass through ®&hem. Thi
Crown. I nstead we should be aiming for a c¢
i's concerned, stepping down itsahi saremabanc
which contains the ASoul of AurovbVledo, th
the M6t her.

Accordingly, he concluded:
The ideol ogies on which most <cities and ho
the 1980s gave pbraisoerdi tnyo btiol iatuyt.o nBoubti Iper i vat
has turned out to be the key obstacle in d
long as cars and motorbikes dominate, <citie

“Schmidt,

2
“Schmidt, -42

= A
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which are a vital p arftr ecefo iitss rsamadiddly Ibaemrcds
the vocabul-laocykiopht dointevyas d

I n the planning of Auroville it ought to b
the Crown, which should be designed pri mar
Transport. This will help t ecematirnetca@ainnd ap ehai

around Mdtrimandir.

Bet we &2 0280 0s e rmoéd lafty pl annlifnpgr2é fOffcloe t Bl a&emrsiure
Group proceeded d@asshsthenobjeeetiopengopl annir
devel opméatawnhcepée, taking into consideratio
angnvironmendfaihereahceirsvoided preatent he anidi
chaotic deivel pomteincul arly pertinenacr asnsdgd &lals
Zon®as we Wwi lTUnsleiek ebesluobws.e qugretarsf f o hti sd ove@mr

not only internal mobi | Arityi dispaiteisng bprto jad stoe
of r ainwaayr, walyssng with an airporat e@Xtsen siudr
and industrial devel opment from the south of
suggddndemepdr esent ati on fr oamt Atug oan dlde cedaali bhe dif «
advocacangheumépadtioi pate in the | 0d%It join
suggested three priorities to all owevieolropp!l a
some of the tracks otrooy ctlhee, rEGRI iarsd épretdusdisEnTgin@tin
commi ttees E£C€R Kodt oRbamd |deke Iroopsd dtsh et haactc elsis
airport, PondicherryAs owdudobscluse FfnohRat hel b
movement along these |lines fromRe@gO0O@Neawwar ds

Town DevAluadphmentty, plysaennirneggiroenmdi ns a &naj or
pl anni ngheopieysure of dé&yv edoooprnsetnetps taotd aAyu rroev
and proactliweomamasas eisnt ernal mopbuislhietdyi fanoars ac
medhbat ween a gated citwi @urdaadtndsdreegulaatde d
pedestrd®hn shisebirtoasiigges hedng h innoet weintthi rreelpyc
and :tafter

i . APpedestrian [/ cyclIMatri m@mad oiamc eamtoiuwnidz itr
zonal movement through internal l i nkage:
is the case today.

ii.Regul ated motori zed circul ationanndet wor

e mer gseenrcvyi osepiebeodnt r ol by @reswrg nb cad loenwga rt ch e
furniture, structured surface), that is
iiiT Unrestricted access to I ndnseéstrailctZodet

al cenxg sti pgnpgbhllyiatc r oadwestfammrcto wmeall raisn

®Schmidt, 2003, 4.

Pl anning @roup, 2006
“"Pl anning @r.oup, 2006
“Pl anning Group, 2006
®Pl anning Group, 2006 12.
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setrfegulcaidlesmtgr af fi c in each sepobomnmtsef oRe v
there is variation and difference in th

iv. Transition points between restksctedt hn
exchange nodes for Il nternal mot orized ¢
(exdtcdlpitdustr.i al Zone)

V. The devel®@panealt adt iiwmicpuyp i aotgeasct i vi ty no
as concentCratwinonacdfi vti taghplabtl i ¢eacalhcta ond y
sector | evel (commu.nal nei ghbour hood c el

vi . Careful attention to tthreees osceinasli tanmeé f
integration of Kottakaraiawdl t-ta@gree amidv 6 |
Aurodam ar eaadjiutstd lngg etshteedur ban mass, z
t hough without cl eafrorprtolpeo sR& ®esleatnidd ns eh
suggested adjusting the outer ring road.
attenti o2n0,1 4wilLtahn dt hSeui t abi |l ity and Land U
yet the issues remains as yet unresol ve

Foll owi ng 2M0T hiRevi suggested t he tionsatnicthwtri
wor kAuirmo $°iAt | e .his time,&thRer Dneamhathhee add
relation t odriitvse nc dpervioecheosfigsocb i tl h ébg nd@eawhd@ay s

Report s®Tihne 2g0ule7s.t i ons abbwddat wehednbumdewbae:
within Auroville is harmoheokbbachematiefappan
anal ogyrrtdidamShaoul d t he Crown be noislyedvy def
technical and detail edMealsi ltihtey wiB e &srhtebdasp r| @ $gehat
on ¢ddrecerinmagainndat i on, al ong ,arhiemaCtrionmgn (aanldb e int
community effortsfaurtémphasmes: It registers

i . A permeabdvbatCeven: soduftomstempoge ant t
Crown remains pe@méamd et motth e nrhyvdament ¢
ani mals, but also esoteriftally to the e

ii.On the design of transgioze anmdi@gdesigntc
transporbt egqwidué eattentd opandpdngigehstt i hg 4
more appropri@aaerdiatdiser itrh@na more pers
environment whilst theoretia®ally being

iii OnBeaut yt e mpihtals i wsausgigoeusst i ons t o, t het ur e
aesthetic el eméntr, ttranspggéstsotl mat ons I

8%Revi, 2007, 6

8Mobility Pearls, 2009; Crownways, 2009.
2Mobility Pearls, 2009, 1.

8Mobility Pearls, 2009, 1.
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movement as well as dewypel &pgrodg fl mo vwa nseon tu
which is as atight and playful

iv.On Zaomalsptortt su@gygdbes etabat Zone coul d ha
tranbspohéeachhmtZone could also utilise the
different Gw@etnrance or

It ends by s ucgoguel sdtuighrga w niibddbts swebp 6Spbat dmeotwv i | |

clearly outlining &% ¢t pri amictl ieas anndther 2904
t hat preceded the Dr wa@ me a tetuhsebri so n f Gsrtuame e rew h t
considered at this time. I n general, it seem
1l that with some notable exceptions, previ

The sé&comhivagtpubdwi des a more detailied rend
partiictullac@@kestioon this | atest mo d el of cro
cond@erin. e. ,ominiee wG@amwre &/ sciptryoposed as a pede:
t heeut ed ¢ihteyaRalditanles Out er Ring &1Tehiocpere etns o
refer to the orientation in the 2006 Pl anni:
wor k by-B$d¢ hmingjterrovi | | @@pr &vetdarkeeys Aan gceirf,f er ent
by removing traffic for tHhehiemt iuner dasred ay pwvdi t
debate todaygyomdi welly, wit hés S3@9@3& swaf ki c cal m
meas@aéesmitati on of mot o Edrzeeedn dRcAmdEaaeldhst r i inrg
Crownways al ong t he §Crporwino rdietviezl aotpi+ymaen toorfa zpeuab |
transport t hwiaphglhl utthiengcittryaf f i c peramidt t & d (o
concentration oifn ntelme dReevseil doepnrieinaelr chamree dCrs@ver
devel @é¥meing i magination,dwhamhcéod@awwofr omet h
Mast eppbpowiedem r angdeéd haftl ]Jarweatsiomga bl e di st ance
features (bui bidasngwé pidn sataetstilamwdiiviie i g1 Ibed tou
broadly agree on 8BhHeawemobuloirt ye epmasticti gorures t o
aesthetic and socthkasli glnogdicfsf eaofencmacien t he ir
bet weeddy nadsniscuct ur e adGdnodetdhgpes tbadbmbhans exagge
fadli$He.

8%Mobility Pearls, 2009, 1.
%Mobility Pearls, 2009, 2.
%Mobility Pearls, 2009, 2
Crownways Presentation,

20009.

8Crownways Presentation, 2009, 16.

®¥Crownways Presegsadtioat e @i0® 9P| dm f or Mofburltitegr on the
devel capnoenngt t hese | ines.
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Foll owing frobhuhbe2686086ffohesCentre for Scien
CentrEmvfiaronment Pl anning Mand ieScRIbBPRPT oftyydy ui
studihedtraffocgatheel den,@dcornot i amghrlojfelcaw ons
examitmedopti mization of the network to provi
t reoad surfacesoegqptopmeataamedeiruim neonbd |liotnyg p
the ®ntyanuary 2009, Auroville Radd ogrrawnp ao fd
Aurovilians met in a publiadforMaytd200o0ka al
l ong workshop was conducted -forni etnhdel yt heennvei r @
resulting in a number afcy®lsda gmat { bmapy.c|l er ag
area pr%AtottylpieNytvienmmd,e rcAR®OMi9r, dhemt eldi it of p
fordewnwel opmé@mo,woRadidaelout er rsihmsgt,r ewticthhe so tfhreorm
Road to the Centre for Scientific Study and
ipursuant to theiratRioardphvad gi BSByilddbhgeh con
i nt o-pal ¥Rouabds e qne Det g mhlidrv,e 2i0r0 9adB & rmenrgaeld lanf or m;

Meetbt ogpresent a detailed plan to i mplement
infrastructur e, | eadineigeWw o tarddet dfth @ s@r d vam dRd a
Solar Kit bleeéepmgteod Ak at, h¥T Roa dwd e riviodclelomwteag byt
Sustainability hRItatffuonrmeof eX®@1®red the prin
Auroville, mobi eEmphhaviazeordi ng to needs and
intrusi @€etmannarl ows the |l east amounPaeod int
el sewher e, it prioriti zed -huhmiamma np opwoew eerde d( moot
transport € only for public ('"mass') transp

emergenci es WiCtomitm aAwr dwi It lhed@® 0D®Bp Pd aam,i nigt G
nomot ormozvednent emtihi @eOwthef,|l BRArgng open the ¢
Kottakarai, Bharatipuram and vill bgw@gdryée siti it e
suggested that aside froeoer v woe Raelhiatlses hamndw
from the Outer Ring tod6wihlel Clreo wmr, e & ehrev e de nfad n

but as human powered movement | inks, routing
crown, meeting the csbws Bo MavbEBmploiding smp ava i
Schmi dt had earlier suggested that this nurt

mot orpiuzbeldi,c ltirmaes pbe’®TGrioswnm.emai ns an open des

Finally, and Iimp@PUtAtUIsYy r i aet wnodhaHleizBhgseRkRpert
conduac teardoemmuenfnt g r act isvad hweo riknsvhidApad niom @i 4d
systematic appr oac he npoh ansoilbzei | ndge v e lad p & eset meccett s
using sharedétopaneopriagei gloesci ous mo¥ ement

YAy er BOO
TAur oRiadR
2Centre f
BlGAvenir,
“Aurovi l
Bl SP Mobi
%] SP Mobi
1 SP Mobi
%Billing
YpPoszbhll

e Radi o, 20
Research, 2
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Hi s madan initi @009 apdrutr tiime r2a0nmlddp a r tsseervieens o f
presentations ®@mptmomisl iftoy RAluammwindg e with a
ci tiines2®linl .compari son witRos bR proagihdear td naengtaet ni
di agnodinter grhcat Auir®vind ¢ ®ijvaeldys mor e andi hi gher
whil e no generabt dbabha wameag¢aof abefCHR as we
CEPT MobilsiuppoBtedythis view, finding that

and Dbicycl es-1&¢&wc cauBi %2d0  op e c8t imod loy,i zwlide rt & aam
(pri mawheeel ews) a6646Btwet enhyf mrot%0t hat the 202
seems to confirm Poschés concern, with only
89% of respondents ownoistcghempbaer zemdoéehwsehietb
a systematic mobility monitoring and eval ua:
l ong t edfAH¢ amchasubtsi oned that thai upbgradaticon
motorised traffic to Auroville and so proper
before thid8Acesont dikseand gugpshtee oc r @antei omi gohfl y deve
arthat had sitnrcelede wnigfceulne Tous, Sol ar Kitchen
Buil di ng Tlamd tkaisl,aile zrmo@toa@dldepéntrati od of d
i n thadn rielgmé me@ Gcasn cweiptth 1ANAG¥e r ect i ons afnadr Gr o
Kundoo,t h2®@@g,h a det ai l etdh asti tceo ullédveed teorpiheerna s hpa
space design andd®rihkel iBd-3d [iaigeetrer aht mawbhs!| ity
accordingly sumgawwditedi,| awii tom of s pupériedy mp miam ¢
det aodti hg c onsAwumranvc d | @D OFbu t wa rekd s

Wposch, 2009; Podah, PGLrMh;, Rdsdlb, POGbkch, 2011lc; Posc
201Br6sch, 2011¢g.

WiAurovill eAwWrbivjl 2e2Cpre MoIB6l ity Group, 2010,
Auroville Core Mobility Group, 2010, 20.

13A's dviescuss i nbesleccw,i otnhi(sviiisi )a eplt®@mmit eg ® ofnoddé rgaiotr ikrsg a |
on the Crownsatotdafyt itdwmit| Deetridt@ay

Ayuroville Core Mobility Group, 2010, 32, 17
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Posch-CEREISRI| arimmidagmg ©j ecitd oma@tn raetstuilatppear s t
t hspatworoki r om3t2d 02i0Mal oo e airttsy md or wi t h wor k
demar cati on oRadtlmé sCrhewn namncd g,afnar rema al y yean li yn
secti onsantdi Iclomduzhli,ty awareness omeilrgmi hedd
Theecords® absoindicate anyyeiebatamigi wor&r caw
these prapos@al $§rom t he Aur olvhiel |per oRpaodsi aol Pfaonre |
|l ntegration Team, to | é&ads utghgeesseta eofinf b 8B s2,0n0r72 O
t oo dtirdamsoltattlhee 1 nst i t utTiDoGnra |t St vwibrrdkilinngg Oo fd etrf

As we address in mornes dvetrdihl nion i sgctihan ¢ \hiei
conscious tranepntte wntdhCtbencséeyving as t
refskdaet emphasi s of early planning conversat:i
in his first Anegpeamrttedon hgl arerciers@s)i a fyf iod preif n m
whi chapwywarsoved by Mother with a sudg’%Aamsgdron t
propbbkead:

The traffic
car s: | t i s
he major wu
he urbanis
nd everyon
o destroy
h
e
M

needs to be defined
t in hardly a few ye
m posed by nterde Aut om
th century and conti
it, the automobile does
out si de. The chouse Db be 1
i's means o0 transportation within the t

|l thy, |l ess clumsy and noisy and more ae

i
a
ot her replied:] Smal | size electrically
out 200Kg at ¥ speed of 15km/ h.

As we discuss below, the absenicger iodflaontokbsitl i t y
ot her plannindgadi $agdr e @mdrhtes st eady and unre
traffic on the Crown a&wodtmoahertomolihliist yeamée
Benchmar ki ng it eaagdiyn sptr ®\postshaekrs | nAnder 1969 p
and | ater, the /20082 hVaisdte rapd diiB0 32|ARQntgeevi | | ed s
studies,& Kauah7o City C eKnatiHleei n 70 r ®Ppoogseald 8§ 1

recommendations, reite2®G%®,d Ayyé rNGHEMDo snhguad ye, |

CorwnwayBedwsahmobi | ity propos@Gl 80RA pOédenia
mobility, the 2022 DreamweaviagdFechm] at $lei
mobi | it y9%tpH ea nonu rnrge n ta pspteaatreso ot farwgfyf am rtshe i de al
towards it.

Anger, 1965, 4.

Anger, 1965, 4.

WsSsee for a review, Bertolini, 2023.
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